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Good evening. It’s 5 pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· Fighting erupts in Unity and Jonglei states, shell explodes near UNMISS base.

· Humanitarian organizations develop Rapid Response Missions to reach affected communities. 

· Floods displace thousands of IDPs in Melut County, Upper Nile 

Continued fighting between government and opposition forces has been reported, just days after ambassadors of the UN Security Council threatened sanctions against spoilers of the peace process. 

The clashes are taking place in Bentiu and Ayod in Unity and Jonglei States respectively.  

Acting Army Spokesperson Lt. Col. Joseph Marier says shelling in both areas started early this morning.

Lt. Col. Joseph Marier: “Forces of Riek Machar attacked our position in Ayod County. The rebels have been repulsed, leaving 120 people dead. On our side, we lost six soldiers and 11 soldiers were wounded. In Bentiu, there is fighting going on in kilo seven, bridge and airport. There are no casualties reported yet but the details shall follow.”
Jonglei State information Minister, Judy Jonglei, confirms the fighting and is calling on IGAD mediators to deploy monitors on the ground. 

Judy Jonglei: “Ayod was attacked this morning at 6:30am. Casualties are not yet counted. I think IGAD should go and pay a visit to Ayod again. We need them to go back again to see the situation.”
The Information Minister says this is the third time Ayod has come under attack since the cease fire was signed in May.  

The opposition is yet to comment.

Meanwhile, one artillery shell exploded next to the UN Mission base in Bentiu early this morning. 

The Mission has released a statement saying nobody was injured in the blast.  

The statement goes on to say about 400 civilians fled from Bentiu and took shelter with UNMISS troops stationed at the airport.

UNMISS protected the civilians and then escorted them from the airport to the Protection of Civilians area in the UNMISS compound outside Bentiu. 

The officer in charge of the UN mission, Toby Lanzer, is calling on the warring parties to refrain from any further violence, and avoid any actions that hinder the protection or assistance provided by UNMISS and aid agencies. 

A team from the African Union commission investigating human rights abuses committed during the conflict has completed its most recent field visit.

Over the past two weeks, teams visited the states and met with local leaders and communities to collect testimonies and information.  

The executive secretary of the commission, Olabisi Dare says the commission has left the country, but will continue to hold inquiries before submitting a final report at the end its mandate.  

Olabisi Dare: “The next step is the continuation of the inquiry that has now expanded into all the other states of the republic. Secondly, investigations are also going to be commenced to look at the things that have been gathered to verify some of those things or otherwise, you cannot make conclusion based on just uninvestigated allegations or accounts of what happened.”

The committee, chaired by former Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo was appointed in March. 

United Nations agencies and other humanitarian organizations have developed Rapid Response Missions to reach communities most in need of assistance. 

UNICEF, the World Food Program and other partners are moving into areas that have been hard to reach because of floods which have made many of the roads impassable. 

UNICEF Chief of Strategic Communications Doune Porter says the teams are setting up small bases to deliver lifesaving food and vaccines.  

Doune Porter: “In particular, at the moment, we have what we call Rapid Response Missions which are going out into remote areas where humanitarian workers from UNICEF and partners, including World Food Programme, are working. They are living in very, very basic conditions and sometimes we are also flooded but it is worth it to reach the people and to help them, especially where people have not been reached before. We are really managing to save children’s lives and get vaccines to children to prevent them from dying from vaccine preventable diseases. We are doing everything we can to raise the funds to make sure that we have enough money to help.”

Humanitarian agencies say the threat of famine in the country is widespread.  

United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer says agencies have carried out an assessment and noted a high risk of a man-made hunger crisis in the conflict affected States. 

Lanzer says the Bahr el-Ghazal region is also facing the threat of extreme food shortages, mainly because of an influx of people fleeing conflict areas.  

Toby Lanzer: “In Western Bahr el Ghazal or Northern Bahr el Ghazal, the level of violence has been very low because there was a collapse in the market because there has been a knock on effect from the states where the violence has taken place. The economic situation has deteriorated sharply. It has affected every community and every family. You know when we talk of a possibility of famine or a risk of famine it’s because it’s real and we are doing everything we can to prevent it.”
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More than 400 passengers have been screened for Ebola at Juba International airport.  

The Ministry of Health put in place vigorous checks this week, to screen incoming passengers for the deadly disease following an outbreak in West Africa.  

A public health official at the airport, Scopas Lukudu Lado says no suspected cases have been reported so far.  

Scopas Lukudu Lado: “This flight came from Nairobi. Of course it was screened properly. I think we did not find any suspected cases. Of course we started the day before yesterday, so now we are continuing. Of course we are receiving travelers from different countries for example, Egypt, Kenya, Khartoum, Uganda and Ethiopia. So they were all screened but no suspected cases found. The number of travelers screened was 430. We have one machine for the temperature so when the temperature is above 38 degrees centigrade then we detain the person for investigation.” 

We spoke with a traveler who appreciates the screening process.  

Traveler: “I think it is a very nice move, because you know our country is very hot. From what I have read, they say it can you can get it through sweat and other body liquids so I think it is a good initiative that we have taken. It is time that we start screening people who are coming from outside because we need our country to be safe, so I appreciate.”   

The Ebola outbreak in West Africa has so far killed more than 1000 people. 
The WHO says the scale of the outbreak has been underestimated.

Central Equatoria State has commemorated National Girls Education day, with a call on parents and teachers to promote girl child education.  

During the event, Deputy State Governor Manase Lomole Waya spoke of sharing of ideas and strong Parents and Teachers Association to encourage girls to go to school. 

The Deputy Governor also spoke strongly against early marriages.  
Radio Miraya spoke with a student, Asunta Charles, of Juba Day Secondary school who made a plea to the government to support the education of girls. 

State celebrations for National Girls Education day were postponed from last Friday for logistical reasons. 

The Caretaker Governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, Kuel Aguer Kuel, has visited Gokmachar of Aweil North County after a series of clashes in the area last month between pro-government soldiers and defectors from Western Bahr el Ghazal state. 

The caretaker Governor met with Community leaders, Youths, Women and Civil Society organizations in the County.  

The State Information Minister, Jacqueline Benjamin said the purpose of the visit was to brief the Community about developments in the country. 

Jacqueline Benjamin: “The main reason of the governor’s visit to Gok Machar in Aweil North County was to meet with community stakeholders, youth, chiefs and women. The Governor also updated them on the current peace process. Also, the governor told the community to prepare themselves for any problems that may occur in the nearest future. We have to enlighten our people; many people do not know the causes of this conflict. Some individuals come and give false information to the community. Therefore the government must update the community on what is happening, where we are now, and what is the way forward.”
Clashes occurred in Aweil North last month when army defectors from Western Bahr el Ghazal, attempted to cross the border with neighbouring Sudan, clashed with SPLA soldiers.

The Information Minister says the situation is now calm and business has returned to normal.

In Upper Nile, flooding caused by heavy rain has destroyed the shelters of thousands of displaced persons in Melut County.  

The State Minister for Agriculture, Thou Chan Liyol says a team has visited the camps and distributed 8000 bags of sorghum to the affected communities.  

Liyol explains that the camp is located in a low area, making it prone to flooding. 

Thou Chan Liyol: “Heavy rains in the last two weeks hit the low level areas and the areas accumulated water for a long time. Many IDPs in the state went to Melut County and others from Faniyang to Wau Shulk and Fashoda and to other counties. We, as a committee, visited these areas and handed the IDPs sacks of sorghum. We have given 2000 sacks to Paliet because it  the most affected camp , 1750 sacks to Faniyang  and 1000 sacks each to Maniyo Makal Renk and 250 sacks to Ghandy.”

There are more than 13,000 IDPs settled in camps in Melut County.  

A meeting over a border dispute between communities in Warrap and Western Bahr el Ghazal States has come up with a framework to handle the claims.  

Communities from both States are claiming ownership of the border area of Nyinakok, that houses the Jur River County Headquarters.

Radio Miraya Reporter Michael Wondi is in Western Bahr el Ghazal and now reports.

*************************************************

Michael Wondi: “A joint team of representatives from both states met on Thursday to look into the claims. The committee sat in Wau, and for a start, resolved to include elders and intellectuals from both contesting sides to sit on the committee. They also gave themselves a timeframe of one week within which to start their work.  The committee has come up with a budget of 85,000 South Sudanese Pounds to be raised by both states to finance their work. Western Bahr el Ghazal State will raise 35,000 South Sudanese Pounds and the remaining 50,000 South Sudanese Pounds will be contributed by Warrap. The committee will also visit the border areas of Tarkweng, Alelthon, Warngab, Cueijai, Babchuk which are also under dispute. Their findings will be forwarded to the Council of States for consideration and a final ruling. The dispute over Nyinakok arose immediately after the inauguration of the Jur County Headquarters last month. I am Michael Wondi for Radio Miraya News reporting from Western Bahr el Ghazal State.”  

In regional news, the African Union-United Nations Mission in Darfur is concerned about security raids, recently conducted by the Government of Sudan on internally displaced people camps in Nyala and surrounding localities in South Darfur. 

The UN Mission, UNAMID, says it has taken measures to mitigate the impact of such operations on the civilian population. 

In a press statement, the mission says it has been engaging relevant state authorities on the conditions of those still being detained. 

A security raid was conducted on Al Salam IDP camp last week when individuals were arrested for alleged possession of illegal drugs, weapons and ammunition.

The African Union-United Nations Joint Special Representative for Darfur, Mohamed Ibn Chambas, urges the government to guarantee that these activities are carried out respecting human rights and observing international humanitarian law.

And in sports, in the ongoing South Sudan cup ,Gazala FC of Wau move to the next round, after beating Ngok FC of Abyei 2-Nil in Thursdays game at Wau Stadium.

In Yambio, Villa United leads the table of the first division Western Equatoria State Champions tournament after beating Wehida FC 1-nil. 

The win strengthens Villa’s position at the top of the league table with 6 points in two games.  

In another game played yesterday, Free Style of Yambio Star scored the fastest goal, 30 seconds after the start of the match, as his team beat Saint Mary 2-1. 

Today Nile City take on Cobra at Yambio Freedom Square.

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Fighting erupts in Unity and Jonglei states, shell explodes near UNMISS base.

· Humanitarian organizations develop Rapid Response Missions to reach affected communities. 

· Floods displace thousands of IDPs in Melut County, Upper Nile 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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