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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· IGAD monitors investigate recent clashes in Unity and Jonglei

· South Sudan marks War Veterans Day today 

· Judges call off planned strike
IGAD Special Envoys for South Sudan are investigating recent fighting in Unity and Jonglei States.
The envoys have condemned Friday’s attacks in Bentiu and Ayod, citing them as flagrant violations of the cessation of hostilities agreement first signed in January.  

In a statement, the mediators say the IGAD monitoring and verification mechanism is carrying out investigations into the details of the fighting and will establish the violators.  

The attacks started Friday morning in both Bentiu and Ayod.  

Acting Army Spokesperson Lt. Col. Joseph Marier reported 120 dead, including six SPLA soldiers. 

 One artillery shell exploded next to the UN Mission base in Bentiu. 

No one was injured.  The UN Mission (UNMISS) released a strong statement condemning the attack and reported 400 civilians fleeing to the airport and eventually seeking safety at the UN Protection of Civilians site.  

Meanwhile an IGAD Heads of State summit has been postponed.

Ethiopian ministry of foreign affairs spokesperson, Ambassador Dina Mufti, is quoted in the media as saying the talks were suspended after regional mediators requested more time to prepare.  

Leaders from the regional bloc were due to meet on Sunday in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, to decide on what specific measures to take after the government and the opposition failed to reach an August 10th deadline to reach an agreement on the formation of a transitional government. 

IGAD is expected to soon announce a new timetable for the summit.

National celebrations to mark War Veterans Day have started at the John Garang Mausoleum in Juba.  

The country is marking the 59th anniversary since the start of the Torit Mutiny of 1955, which is said to have marked the start of the liberation struggle. 

The day was set aside by the SPLM government to pay tribute to the victims of the mutiny. 
Judges have called off a planned strike after they got reassurances that their concerns would be addressed.  

The judges had threatened industrial action, effective today (Monday) if several demands ranging from salaries to allowances, work conditions and benefits were not reviewed.  

The judges have released a statement, saying the President has responded and agreed to look into their grievances.  

In the statement, the judges say they will review their position in 30 days.  
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The civil society is threatening legal action against authorities of Lakes State, after reports of rapes and revenge killings in retaliation for the murder of a paramount chief. 
Civil society groups have condemned the violence and are calling on the authorities to bring the perpetrators to justice. 
Edmund Yakani is the Executive Director for the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO).  
He is calling on members of the National Parliament to raise a motion in the house.

Edmund Yakani: “I call upon our National Parliament Committee of Peace and Reconciliation to raise a motion in the parliament and either summon the State Governor or summon our concerned national authorities that are supposed to pay attention to that situation in Lakes State because the scale is getting out of control. As for now we know schools were closed, students were targeted, and teachers were targeted. This is impossible. And it is not a situation that we need to tolerate. So as a civil society organization we call upon our National Parliament to raise a motion to discuss the situation of Lakes State and forge a solution to address the situation.”

Paramount Chief Apareer Chut Dhuol from the Gonyi section was shot dead by an unknown gunman two weeks ago. 
Schools have been closed and there have been reports of rapes and lootings carried out on communities in Rumbek East in apparent revenge for his killing.

Authorities in Mundri West county of Western Equatoria State have identified a possible resettlement area for thousands of people who were displaced from their homes by cattle keepers. 

A team from various humanitarian agencies has visited the site where the nearly 6,000 IDPs could be resettled.   

Mundri West County Commissioner Lexion Moburuk says the area was proposed by the community.  

Lexion Moburuk: “We had to see the site where the community suggested, it is about five kilometers from where the IDPs currently stay. The RRC coordinator was there and made an approval that the place is appropriate for settlement. It is called Kulundu Junction. It is accessible and there is nearby water, easy for us now to deploy police.” 

The communities in four villages left their homes two weeks ago after armed cattle keepers raided the villages. 

The displaced, mainly women and children had their crops and houses destroyed. 

The commissioner says the cattle keepers, have started leaving the area.

On the eve of World Humanitarian Day, the work and efforts of the aid workers has been recognized as a great contribution to society.  

UN Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer says the work of humanitarian workers is challenging, but rewarding.  

Toby Lanzer: “Being an aid worker in South Sudan is something tremendously rewarding. You have the opportunity to work with communities with men with women with boys and girls to make their lives better, less miserable, less unhappy. I think also at times there are frustrations associated with being an aid worker you will not be able to do so much and you can’t because you don’t have more resources. It is fantastic job. The vast majority of aid workers in South Sudan are South Sudanese. And it’s a real privilege for somebody like me to come here and work alongside them.”

World Humanitarian Day was set aside by the United Nations in 2009 to recognize humanitarian personnel and those who have lost their lives working for humanitarian causes. 

It marks the day on which the Head of the UN Mission in Iraq and 21 colleagues were killed in a bombing of the UN Headquarters in Baghdad.

More than twenty teachers gather in Juba today for a specialized training in peace building.

This is part of the initiatives being implemented by the Organization for Non-violence and Development (ONAD), to encourage teacher participation in peace building efforts.

Moses Monday John, the executive director ONAD, says the training is intended to provide teachers innovative skills for teaching peace building in schools.

Moses Monday John: “If we are to have a peaceful South Sudan, we have to focus and work with our children to build peace, and that will lay a foundation for them, build relationships among them across ethnic, religious and even political divide. The training will draw 18 teachers from Central Equatoria State – particularly secondary school teachers and even primary school teachers. We have to start with one county and we expand from there”

Meanwhile, a series of peace conferences have concluded in Bor county of Jonglei state.

Bor County Commissioner, Agot Alir, has confirmed that community members in Bor have used these forums to express their desire for peace.

Agot Alir: “Different delegations have been coming down here to Bor. The first group was actually the women cry for peace; the other group was the church groups the last of which was the Arch bishop of the episcopal church of Sudan and South Sudan who met actually different groups from the government of the state, different sectors talking to the people about the importance of peace.”

In regional news, Kenya has closed its borders to travelers from Ebola infected countries.   

The country’s health ministry has released a statement saying with effect from Wednesday, travelers from Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone will not be allowed in the country.  

Kenyan Airways, the country’s national carrier says it will stop flights to the three nations when the ban comes into force on Wednesday.

Medical workers flying in from those states would still be allowed in.

The World Health Organisation warned last week that Kenya is at "high risk" from Ebola because it is a major transport hub. 

The death toll from the epidemic stands at more than one thousand one hundred; with 76 new deaths reported in two days.

And in sports, the national Inter-schools competition has been postponed to next month.  

The games were meant to have taken place in Yambio this month, but have been rescheduled to the middle of September, so as to allow students take part in the East Africa Secondary schools games. 

The regional games are set for the 24th of this month to the 8th of September in Dar es Salam Tanzania.   

The national Minister of General Education and Instruction, John Gai, visited the students who will be taking part in the East African competition.  

Speaking to them in training, Gai urged the students to use the tournament to improve their sporting talents.  

John Gai: “What is important about this year is  that we are trying to identify what are the problems are always facing this young people and their trainers when they go to such competition, and what improvement can we do  so we want to start together , so by the time when we come back  we will be able to go to Yambio with clear picture that both inter schools in south Sudan and the one East Africa they complete each other   and all administrative and financial  difficulties  we will have Soult them out “

A delegation of 200 students will represent South Sudan at the East Africa Secondary school games. 

Sporting activities will include volleyball, basketball, handball, athletics, cricket, football and tennis. 

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· IGAD monitors investigate recent clashes in Unity and Jonglei

· South Sudan marks War Veterans Day today 

· Judges call off planned strike
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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