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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines: 
· Detained journalist is freed as MPs are urged to intervene in the closure of Bakhita Radio
· Juba military referral hospital receives hundreds of wounded soldiers following latest clashes 
· Children orphaned by conflict get new home in Juba 

The administration of Bakhita radio is engaged in a series of discussions with National Security to have the radio station re-opened.  

The Catholic-run radio was taken off the air by agents of the National Security on Saturday. 

The Chairperson for the Union of Journalists in South Sudan, Oliver Modi Phillip, says National Security alleges the radio station is not registered.  

However the station’s Director, Albino Tokwaro Fabiano, earlier said the closure was over a security item that was aired in a news broadcast.

Meanwhile, a journalist who was arrested by security agents at the time of the shutdown has been released.  

The Union of Journalist chairperson, Oliver Modi Phillip, says David Ochen Nicholas was freed by National security agents on Tuesday afternoon, after a meeting with the journalists’ union. 
  

Oliva Modi Phillip: “As I talk now they have released the journalist, David Ocieng the journalist, editor of Bakhita Radio was released right after our departure.” 

The civil society is appealing to the National Parliament to intervene in the closure of Bakhita Radio.  

The Community Empowerment for Progress Organization has presented a petition to the National Assembly asking the parliamentarians to call for its reopening. 

The organization’s Executive Director, Edmund Yakani says the petition is directed to Parliament’s committee of Information and Telecommunication. 

Edmund Yakani: “We are trying to bring kindly to our honourable members in parliament that these are two separate issues. The journalist was trying to balance the news. If they think that was a mistake, then that is a different case. That case can’t lead to the shutdown of the radio. We need to have access to information and I think Bakhita is a radio that gives us access to information. Also we have referred that such actions should be in line with our Transitional Constitution Article 24 which talks about freedom of expression and media, as well as Article 32 which talks about right to access to information. So we are calling on them. Can our security forces act in line with these two constitutional provisions?”

Juba Military Referral Hospital says it has received more than 200 wounded soldiers since the latest bout of clashes broke out on 15th of this month.

The Director of the hospital, Bullen Ajak, told Radio Miraya that the patients are receiving treatment and are in a stable condition.

Bullen Ajak: “We have received a total of 230 since on the 15 August. On 15 August, we received 35 wounded, on 16 August we received 17 and on 17 August, we received another 112, which was a huge number on one day. On 18 August, we received 76. Most of these patients were not badly off. We had about one chest injury and one abdominal injury on 17 August and on 18 August, we had about six fractures. As we speak, they are stable.”    

Police in Juba are investigating three suspected criminals arrested following a shootout with security operatives on Monday night. 

The suspects exchanged heavy fire with security when a resident alerted the emergency rescue team that thieves had broken into his house in Rock City. 

Central Equatoria Police Commissioner, Major General Henry Danima, says three suspects have been arrested. He explains what happened.
Major Henry Danima: “One citizen alerted the call and alerted the 777 that they were armed people who came to his house and they were looting. As they were going to place which was described to them, the criminals started shooting at the police and the police also replied with fire. There were about four armed men who shot at them. They found somebody who was shot – somebody in uniform – but his colleagues had collected his gun. One was arrested and we made some searches this one confessed about the three others. We managed to arrest two and now three of them are under arrest. We have opened a case in Munuki Police Station.”

Last week acting army spokesperson Lt Colonel Joseph Marier reported the presence of a gang of thieves causing insecurity in parts of Juba.  

The European Commission has announced a grant of five million euros to go towards providing lifesaving support to children.  

The donation, an equivalent of more than six million US dollars will be channeled through UN Children’s organization, UNICEF, to support nutrition needs, provide vaccines and improve access to water and sanitation.  

Other programmes will address the psychosocial needs of the many children who are trying to cope with their displacement and violence. 

Part of the contribution will also be used to reunite children who have become separated during the conflict from their families and caregivers. 

So far, UNICEF and its partners have registered some 5,000 separated and unaccompanied children.
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In Upper Nile, women and children are camped by the roadside in Renk town after flooding caused by heavy rain destroyed their homes.   

Renk County Executive Director Ahmed Akuei Ajak is calling on the state and national government to provide assistance to the displaced.  

Ajak says six areas have been most affected.

Akuei Ajak: “Six areas have been affected – Thorodo, Jebarona, Almasara, El-imtidad, El-Gedim, and other blocks. Many people in those areas are affected. Now, as I am talking to you, I am standing near the families which have been displaced and have left their homes following the flooding. Most of them are older people and children. We have formed an emergency team that is comprised of security team members and civil society, plus humanitarian agencies working in the area.”

Cases of cholera continue to be reported in Upper Nile. 

The State Minister of Health Ophal Adouk says cases have been detected in parts of Wau Shulu, Ditank and Malakal town.  

Ophal Adouk: “In total, the death occurring during the outbreak is about twenty – 16 in Wau Shulu, two in Ditank area and there’s one in Malakal town, among the soldiers. So far, this is the general situation in Malakal about the cholera outbreak now.  About 954 cases have been reported, with 20 deaths. This is the information I have so far.”
A new home for children orphaned by the conflict has been opened in Juba.  

The complex houses children who were evacuated from Malakal and relocated to Juba in March.  

The home accommodates more than 100 children and 11 caretakers.  

It was built by International NGO SOS village and well-wishers. We spoke with one of the children who expressed her happiness.  

Amum Deng: “My name is Amum Deng. I am in class one. They have brought us to our own house. The house is good and I thank God for it. God has done wonders and we have a nice house. Our brothers and sisters also have nice house.”
Miraya also spoke with Gwang Anyang, one of the caretakers at the home.  

Gwang Anyang: “Our staying in this new place is very, very good. There is nothing bad. We are thankful for this new place. Now we are happy. Before, we were congested in one place but now we have plenty of fresh air and I am happy… They have built the houses, but we have not yet been given mosquito nets. They have given us the beds and mattress but no bed sheets yet …. But if someone has something they can give because the children are not for one person but for everybody. Right now I am happy, I feel like this is my own plot, and as I stay here right now I am very happy.”

The children have been living in rented accommodation in Juba.

And in regional news, Ethiopia has overtaken Kenya to become the largest refugee-hosting country in Africa.  

According to UN refugee agency UNHCR, Ethiopia is sheltering nearly 630-thousand refugees as of the end of July, surpassing Kenya, which currently hosts over 575-thousand registered refugees and asylum-seekers.  

The number of refugees in Ethiopia has mainly been pushed up by the on-going conflict in South Sudan which has seen over 247-thousand South Sudanese seeking refuge in Ethiopia. 

Other refugees in the country include Somalis and Eritreans. UNHCR spokesperson in Geneva, Adrian Edwards says the UN refugee agency is providing protection and humanitarian aid in 23 refugee camps and five transit camps around the country.

Adrian Edwards: "Three of the camps and three transit sites are new – having been opened since the beginning of the year to handle the growing number of refugees fleeing the fighting in South Sudan. All three camps are at capacity and UNHCR is developing two more. While refugees wait to be moved to the new camps, more than 18,000 are sheltered in three temporary sites in western region of Gambella. However, in recent weeks heavy rain has flooded these three low-lying sites in this area. Many tents and shelters are under water and latrines have collapsed. This is a serious health concern and threatens to undermine gains made in preventing the outbreak of water-borne diseases. Refugees have pitched tents on higher camp roads."

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Detained journalist is freed as MPs are urged to intervene in the closure of Bakhita Radio
· Juba military referral hospital receives hundreds of wounded soldiers following latest clashes 

· Children orphaned by conflict get new home in Juba 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening.
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