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Good afternoon. It’s 5 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya News.
The Headlines
· National Ministry of Education to introduce sexual education in schools 

· Noted fall in cholera cases reported in Juba

· Ethiopia now Africa's biggest refugee host amid South Sudan crisis
The National Ministry of Education, Science and Technology is in the process of introducing sexual education in the school curriculum.  

The subject would be taught in primary and secondary schools.

Reech Malual is here with more …
Reech’s Report 

***************************************

‘The modalities of the subject matter and how it will be taught are being discussed by the government alongside United Nations agencies and other stakeholders. Discussions on how this will be done are going on in Juba this week, ending Friday. The Director General of Education’s quality promotion and innovation, Omot Okon Olok, says the introduction of comprehensive sexual education is aimed at reducing early marriages.

Olok: “By introducing compressive sexuality education, we will reduce early marriages, we will make children decide and act freely because they are sensitized.”
Radio Miraya spoke to some stakeholders involved in the deliberations.  They stress the importance of the initiative. 

Stakeholders: 

“We are going to develop documents and materials which will help in rolling out this sexuality education in in school and out school youth.”

“These are very crucial platforms for us as a HIV entity to send out the messages and preventive measures.”
“Regarding sexuality education interventions are not available in formats that are accessible to learners with disabilities.”
There has been no specified time frame stated for the introduction, as discussions are still in the early stages. The UN Children’s organization, UNICEF, and the UN cultural organization, UNESCO, are working with the Ministries of Education and Health to prepare a draft of the curriculum.  The draft is based on a commitment made by countries of East and Southern Africa in 2013 to ensure access to quality sexuality education and reproductive health services for younger people. 
I am Reech Malual Reporting for Radio Miraya News.
There has been a noted decrease in the number of cholera cases in Juba. 

According to a situation report from the World Health Organization, there were only two cholera cases reported in Juba County over the past one week.
  

International medical NGO Doctors without Borders, or MSF, says success in containing the outbreak was due to good response and effective case management and water sanitation. 
MSF Head of mission Brian Moller says other areas have also registered some progress in containing the outbreak.

Moller: “There were other outbreak throughout the country, Wau Shilluk in particular, and down in Torit and IKotos. At the moment, we are seeing decreases in the number of cases presenting, so we would not declare the outbreak over. Epidemiological speaking, we would like a period of time with no presentation before we can say we are safe and sound but it certainly inly looks like Cholera is on the decrease.”

The Ministry of health in May announced a cholera outbreak in Juba County.  More than 2,000 cases and 29 deaths were reported.

Meanwhile, two children have died of acute watery diarrhea in Sokare Boma of Kajo-Keji County in Central Equatoria State.

The Medical Director of Kajo-Keji Civil Hospital, Rufus Ambrose Bojo, says similar cases of watery diarrhea and vomiting have also been reported in Nyepo Payam. 

Speaking to Radio Miraya, Ambrose says the hospital administration has dispatched two teams to carry out an awareness campaign among the community, to prevent more cases from occurring.

Ambrose Bojo: “Immediately, we formed two teams from the County Health Department and ARC; two intervention teams because we already have a ready Cholera Team in the County. So we divided the people. Some of them went to the area of Sokare and some of them went to the area of Mondi here in Nyepo Payam so that we increase the awareness about this disease. The awareness is only through the radio and I think may be it is not enough. We need to bring elders down and tell them the way to prevent the disease. So if any case is identified even if from far areas of Sokare we need to transfer them immediately to hospital for treatment.”

The cases of watery diarrhea and vomiting were reported last week.
Still in Central Equatoria, Yei River County Commissioner, Juma David Augustine, has denied media reports that identified a soldier who reportedly defected in Tore Payam of Yei River County of Central Equatoria State.

The commissioner was responding to reports published on some websites that an officer defected and captured Tore Payam.

The Yei River County Commissioner however dismissed these reports as baseless, adding that the county including all its Payams is peaceful.

Augustine: “Yei River County is very peaceful, including all its Payams, of which Tore is one. Therefore, we have not had any incident and the Payam is totally peaceful. Therefore, this information is unfounded. We do not have an army officer of the rank of Colonel called William Francis. Neither is Tore led by an army officer called William Francis. Therefore, this is completely different unless these people mean another Tore. But if it is the same Tore in Yei River we have no idea of this army officer. “
 You are listening to Radio Miraya News
A team from the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management has arrived in Warrap State to gather citizens’ views about the common disasters affecting them.

This is part of the steps the government is taking to initiate a disaster management policy.

Alison Barbaba, the Director for emergency in the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management says the team will hold similar consultations with citizens in other states, before a final disaster management policy is formulated.  

Barbaba: “What we are doing now, we are having consultations with people on disaster management policy. We will be going to the county, we will be going to the payams. We have 40 people in the state. We targeted them. We are now giving them the necessary tools for identification of hazards, in various payams in particular.”

Clinics in Juba have been warned against treating patients presenting fresh wounds at night. 

The order by Major General Henry Danima, the Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner, is intended to block suspected criminals from seeking treatment while being pursued by security agencies. 

The order comes a day after security agencies arrested three suspected criminals who broke into a residence in Rock City.

Danima: “We are passing the message to people who have clinics that treat people for sickness. Please, if anybody comes with a wound, either machete wound or axe wound or bullet wound or … nobody should treat such a wound. The doctor should advise such a person to seek medical attention from the government hospital and alert 777 to respond to such a case.”
Fourteen ex-combatants from Western Bahr el Ghazal and Warrap states have graduated in driving, after a one-month training at Wau Vocational Training Center.

The training of ex-combatants was organized by the South Sudan Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Commission.

Presiding over the graduation ceremony today, William Tong, the DDR Commission Director in Western Bahr el Ghazal, asked the government and the NGOs to support the ex-combatants acquire more life skills.

Deng: “This is what we call supplementary training. The training for these ex-combatants was done in 2013 in Mapel. There is a transit facility, which was actually established through, you know, the national DDR commission. We have come with Wau Vocational Training Center to give them an additional supplementary training so that they will be able to compete in the labor market. The 14 ex-combatants we are graduating today are from two states, WBEG and Warrap states.”
And in regional news
Ethiopia has overtaken Kenya to become the largest refugee-hosting country in Africa.  

According to the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, Ethiopia is sheltering nearly 630,000 refugees as of the end of July, surpassing Kenya, which currently hosts over 575,000 registered refugees and asylum-seekers.  

The number of refugees in Ethiopia has mainly been pushed up by the on-going conflict in South Sudan, which has seen over 247,000 South Sudanese seeking refuge in Ethiopia. 

Other refugees in the country include Somalis and Eritreans. UNHCR spokesperson in Geneva Adrian Edwards says the UN refugee agency is providing protection and humanitarian aid in 23 refugee camps and five transit camps around the country.

Edwards: "Three of the camps and three transit sites are new, having been opened since the beginning of the year to handle the growing number of refugees fleeing the fighting in South Sudan. All three camps are at capacity and UNHCR is developing two more. While refugees wait to be moved to the new camps, more than 18,000 are sheltered in three temporary sites in the western region of Gambella. However, in recent weeks heavy rain has flooded these three low-lying sites in this area. Many tents and shelters are under water and latrines have collapsed. This is a serious health concern and threatens to undermine gains made in preventing the outbreak of water-borne diseases. Refugees have pitched tents on higher camp roads."
To end the news, the main stories once again.

· National Ministry of Education to introduce sexual education in schools

· Noted fall in cholera cases reported in Juba
· Ethiopia now Africa's biggest refugee host amid South Sudan crisis  

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening.
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