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Good afternoon. It’s 1 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya News.
The Headlines

· South Sudan ranked as the third least peaceful country in the world
· Egyptian security investigates killing of South Sudanese student in Cairo
· Human Rights report once again pins government and opposition over use of child soldiers
South Sudan has been ranked the third least peaceful country in the world, that’s according to a new Global Peace Index. 

The annual index has been released by the Institute for Economics for Peace, a global non-profit research organization. 

More in this report with Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha.
Sworo’s report:
****************************************

“The report ranks 162 independent states, or  99.6% of the world’s population.  South Sudan experienced the largest drop in the ranking, falling from 145th to 160th position, further being named alongside Ukraine and Syria as countries where civil wars have contributed to the world becoming less peaceful. The most peaceful region continues to be Europe, with Iceland topping the index for a second year in a row; while Syria replaces Afghanistan in bottom place.  The index gauges peace using three indicators – namely, the level of safety and security in society, the extent of domestic or international conflict and the degree of militarization.  As a general overview, it has been noted that the world has become less peaceful over the last year, mainly due to a rise in terrorist activity, civil conflicts and the number of refugees and displaced people. The economic impact of the violence reached 9.8 trillion US dollars last year, which is equal to two times the total GDP of Africa. The authors of the report, the Australia-based Institute for Economics for Peace, note a strong association between populations and peaceful trends.  They claim countries with more people tend to be less peaceful.   I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya News.”
Police in Egypt are investigating the killing of a South Sudanese student in Cairo.  

The primary school pupil was attacked by a gang believed to be of South Sudanese nationals early this week.
South Sudan Ambassador to Cairo Anthony Kon confirms the attack and says investigations are ongoing.  

Kon: “We are  still following  the  case with the  Egyptian security and we do not need to talk about the steps they are taking  because the issue  is vital, but  we will follow and  keep the public informed  on the  results of these investigations.  We have agreed with the Egyptian authorities not  to reveal  any information to the public at this  stage,  but  what I can say is that I will soon visit  Juba to discuss with the government  how  to end these  acts of  criminal  gangs in Egypt by South Sudanese.”

The South Sudan embassy in Cairo recently issued a warning to South Sudanese nationals in Egypt against involvement in crime. 

Two weeks ago a South Sudanese Journalist, Denggadeit Ayouk, was attacked and injured in a similar incident.

The government and the opposition have once again been accused of using child soldiers in conflict.  

Human Rights Watch says their investigations indicate that both sides used children as young as 12 years old on the frontline during last week’s fighting in Bentiu and Rubkona in Unity State. 

Skye Wheeler is a researcher with the Human rights watchdog.

Wheeler: “The use of child soldiers by the government in Bentiu and Rubkona has been completely open.  We saw at least 15 children, who looked like children, very small, short little guys in Rubkona. And other observers from many different organizations over the last few months have seen child soldiers being used by the government. We spoke to some kids who were involved in the fighting and also to numerous witnesses who as they were fleeing from Bentiu and Rubkona saw child soldiers being used together with other adult soldiers.” 

The government and the opposition are yet to respond to the claims. 

Human Rights Watch notes significant steps taken by the government in demobilizing child soldiers, but says the commitment must be followed through. 

Religious leaders have embarked on a countrywide tour to pray for peace. 

A delegation has arrived in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, and will hold prayers tomorrow, Friday, at the Isaac Stadium. 

The team also plans to meet with the state governor and visit prisoners in Wau Central Prison before convening for a final prayer service on Sunday.  

Bishop James Lagos of the African Inland Church is part of the delegation and says they have a responsibility as religious leaders to play a role in bringing peace back to the country.

James (Arabic): “We have a big number of churches from South Sudan. As servants, we have a spiritual responsibility towards our country. The situation that happened in this country, there are no other powers that can save it, only prayer. And we know that God has power and capability to change the situation and bring peace to our country and bring stability in our country. That is why we as believers have started this initiative to raise our country before the Lord.”

The national Ministry of Education, Science and Technology is in the process of introducing sex education in the school curriculum.
  

The subject would be taught in primary and secondary schools.

Reech Malual is here with more …

Reech’s Report:
***************************************

‘The modalities of the subject matter and how it will be taught are being discussed by the government alongside United Nations agencies and other stakeholders. Discussions on how this will be done are going on in Juba this week, ending Friday. The Director General of Education’s quality promotion and innovation, Omot Okon Olok, says the introduction of comprehensive sexual education is aimed at reducing early marriages.

Olok: “By introducing compressive sexuality education we will reduce early marriages. We will make children decide and act freely because they are sensitized.”
Radio Miraya spoke to some stakeholders involved in the deliberations.  They stress the importance of the initiative. 

Stakeholders:

“We are going to develop documents and materials which will help in rolling out this sexuality education in in school and out school youth.
These are very crucial platforms for us as a HIV entity to send out the messages and preventive measures.

Regarding sexuality education, interventions are not available in formats that are accessible to learners with disabilities.

There has been no specified time frame stated for the introduction, as discussions are still in the early stages. The UN Children’s organization, UNICEF, and the UN Cultural organization, UNESCO, are working with the Ministries of Education and Health to prepare a draft of the curriculum.  The draft is based on a commitment made by the countries of East and Southern Africa in 2013 to ensure access to quality sexuality education and reproductive health services for younger people.”

I am Reech Malual reporting for Radio Miraya News.

The humanitarian organization CARE International says more support needs to be given to communities seeking safety outside Protection of Civilian sites. 

CARE’s regional emergency coordinator for East and Central Africa, Caroline Saint‐Mleux, says a significant portion of the available funding has been directed towards protection sites, which host only 10 per cent of those displaced across the country.
The regional coordinator says although funding is stretched to the limit, support is vital for humanitarian organizations working outside these sites.

Mleux: “There are needs inside the PoCs and there are needs outside the PoCs. You have about 10% of the displaced population in the PoCs and it means that the other 90% of the displaced population is outside the PoCs in the most affected areas, and on top of that you have families across the country that are hosting people and supporting either family members or friends.  So providing fishing nets and fishing kits will allow populations to have proteins in their diet and therefore be able to cope more during the rainy season.”

                    You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Central Equatoria is moving forward with a registration exercise of all foreign companies operating in the state.  

The state Minister of Labour, Lilly Kapuki Paul, says her office is finalizing preparations ahead of the official launch of the exercise.  
Kapuki: “We are still going on and maybe in the coming three weeks we will launch it officially, but they are already set up, everything is ready. The Certificates are printed out, especially the Registrations Certificates for the companies issued under the law of the 1997 Labor Act, section 76 given the state authorities to register all the companies . So that at least when they are coming to inspections they can look at the main power in that company and also they can look for the national staff and the international staff and the regional staff that we have in south Sudan.”

           

The programme was held to know the number of foreign companies operating and where they exist and they are active. And those who are not doing registration procedures he will face legal major. “

In July, the Central Equatoria Ministry of Labour gave foreign companies one month to formalize their operations. 

The move is to protect nationals from exploitation and ensure the companies are complying with the country’s labor laws. 
In Lakes State, 16 students have been arrested in connection with a fight at the school that led to its temporary closure last week. 

The students clashed over the relationship of a female and male student at the school. 

Those involved are believed to be relatives of the boy and girl, opposed to the relationship.

The Police Inspector of Rumbek Central County, Mayom Gop, says the students have been remanded and will be presented in court next week to face charges of disrupting the peace. 

Gop: “The two parties, those who eloped with the girl and the relatives who are the students in senior secondary school, had the fight inside school premises. And we sent policemen to separate them, we went in, we arrested them, those who were been fighting in the market and those who were fighting in the senior secondary school. And they make a total of 16 students. We sent them to main prison for seven days and after seven days we shall bring them direct to the court. So they were being charged under sections of disrupting public tranquility.” 

The Police Inspector has condemned the incident, cautioning students to focus on education and development, and avoid unconstructive matters. 
A meeting of International NGOs, government and the media has stressed the importance of communication in development and peace building.  

Development partners, government and media practitioners came together in Juba for one day to discuss ways in which they can work together to disseminate critical information.  

It was agreed that cooperation with the media is vital in creating awareness about health, agriculture, education and other programmes. 

Lisi Emmanuel, a print journalist in Juba, stresses the importance of working together. 

Emmanuel: “From today onwards, let us leave this point of fear or just bad perception. When we live this behavior then it will give us free mind interaction. Whenever we come to your office give us space. We know that in Journalism the highest point of operations is ethics, and in our ethics we are not entitled to put somebody in a problem. And again we are not allowed to report lies, so in such a context we will report the best thing of the activity you are doing. As has been said by my colleague, for our people to understand what you people are doing it is through the media, either through the radio or through the print. They will read and they get to know that such an organization is doing credible work.”

A recent order issued by the Ministry of the Interior, banning the hunting of animals is being implemented, with no violations reported so far.  

The Director General of the Wildlife Conservation Department, Major General Philip Shol, says the department has deployed forces to implement the order on the ground.  

Philip: “We also explained to the public why we banned hunting, although it is a crime. But on the other side we are talking about health. When we came out with this order, we tried to communicate to our forces on the field that they have to supervise that order, whether it’s implemented or not until now. There is no report that somebody was found killing an animal. Until now we received no information, so I think our public are cooperating with us and they understand the issue.”

Early this month the Interior Ministry imposed a ban on the hunting of monkeys, rodents and bats as a precautionary measure against Ebola. 

The animals are believed to be major carriers of the virus, which has claimed the lives of more than 1,000 people in West Africa. 

In foreign news 
The World Food Programme, the WFP, warns that up to 1.3 million people require food assistance in areas worst affected by the Ebola disease outbreak in West Africa.  

The agency says populations in areas that have been placed under quarantine to stop the spread are at risk of severe food shortages due to the disruption of markets, agricultural activities and rising food prices. 

WFP says it will require about 70 million US dollars to provide food assistance to the affected populations. 

Fabienne Pompey, spokesperson for the WFP in West Africa, says the organization is already providing food assistance to over 100,000 people, comprising mainly those placed under quarantine in health centers and their families.

To end the news, the main stories once again.

· South Sudan ranked as the third least peaceful country in the world

· Egyptian security investigates killing of South Sudanese student in Cairo

· Human Rights report once again pins government and opposition over use of child soldiers
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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