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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.

The headlines:

· Fresh fighting reported in Malakal, as South Sudan is ranked one of the least peaceful countries in the world

· Religious leaders embark on a nationwide prayer-for peace campaign

· Police arrest more suspects in connection with Monday night shootout in Juba

There have been reports of fresh attacks in Upper Nile State.  

Reports say fighting between opposition and government forces occurred earlier today in the Dolieb Hills, 20 kilometers South of Malakal town.  

The commissioner of Panyikang County, Gabriel Jago Nyawello, confirmed the fighting and said no casualties have been reported.  

Nyawello says there has been a noted influx of civilians rushing to the UN protection of civilian site in Malakal for safety.  

Meanwhile, a new Global Peace Index has ranked South Sudan the third least peaceful country in the world. 

The annual index has been released by the Institute for Economics for Peace, a global non-profit research organization. 

More in this report with Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha

****************************************

Sworo Charles Elisha: ““The report ranks 162 Independent States, making 99.6% of the world’s population.  South Sudan experienced the largest drop in the ranking, falling from 145th to 160th position, further being named alongside Ukraine and Syria as countries where civil wars have contributed to the world becoming less peaceful. The most peaceful region continues to be Europe, with Iceland topping the index for a second year in a row; while Syria replaces Afghanistan in bottom place. The index gauges peace using 3 indicators namely; the level of safety and security in society, the extent of domestic or international conflict and the degree of militarization. As a general overview, it has been noted that the world has become less peaceful over the last year, mainly due to a rise in terrorist activity, civil conflicts and the number of refugees and displaced people. The economic impact of the violence reached 9.8 trillion US dollars last year, which is equal to 2 times the total GDP of Africa. The authors of the report, the Australia based Institute for Economics for Peace, note a strong association between peace and peaceful trends. They claim countries with more people tend to be less peaceful.  I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news.”

Religious leaders have embarked on a countrywide campaign to pray for peace. 

A delegation from the Church has arrived in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, and will hold prayers tomorrow, Friday, at the Isaac Stadium. 

The prayer team also plans to meet with the State Governor and visit prisoners in Wau Central Prison before convening for a final prayer service on Sunday.  

Bishop James Lagos of the African Inland Church is part of the delegation and says they have a responsibility as religious leaders to play a role in bringing peace back to the country.

Bishop James: “We have a big number of churches from South Sudan. As servants, we have a spiritual responsibility towards our country. The situation that happened in this country, there is no any other powers that can save it – only prayers. We know that God has the power and capability to change the situation and bring peace and stability to our country. That is why we, as believers, have started this initiative to raise our country before the Lord.”

The government has been advised to adopt an exchange policy as a means of dealing with illegal firearms in the hands of the public.  

The policy would involve the government giving communities cows, money or any other items of value, in exchange for illegal firearms in their possession.

The proposal was put forward by Professor Ciricio Oromo, the head of peace studies at the University of Juba.  

More in the following report with Reech Malual

***********************************************

Reech Malual: “Professor Ciricio made the comments at a forum called by the Bureau for Community Security and Small Arms Control to discuss small arms. The professor says a similar system where communities in Northern Uganda are being given cows in exchange for guns is bearing fruit.  Professor Ciricio says small arms in the hands of the public are causing insecurity and must be controlled by effective policies and strong laws.”
Professor Ciricio Oromo: “It is our collective responsibility to see that at least our government should come and put a very strong law, a very strong law. It may take a process, but it will save the coming generation.”
Reech Malual: “The consultative dialogue in Juba has attracted academicians, the civil society and Parliamentarians to update them on a small arms and light weapons policy. The participants are also sharing proposals for incorporation into a proposed law. Geoffrey Duke, a civil society representative, notes loopholes in the disarmament process.  Duke says guns confiscated during disarmament have a way of ending back in the arms of the public.”
Geoffrey Duke: “Some communities are vulnerable to attacks from their neighbouring communities. We have also seen more arms spilling into the community after they have been collected. And that has pitched us into a cycle of civilian disarmament and rearmament.”
Reech Malual: “The acting head of community security and small arms control, Brig Gen. Christo Simon Fataki, acknowledges the role of civil societies in sensitizing the civilian population.”
Brig Gen. Christo Simon Fataki: “Civil Society organizations are well placed to carry out so many tasks, including public education and awareness raising, training, also identifying the alternative livelihoods and changing the mindset of the communities for the positive disarmament.”
Reech Malual: “The Small Army and Light Weapons bill is currently in the National Parliament, awaiting passing and final ascent into law by the President. I am Reech Malual reporting for Radio Miraya News.”
Police have made more arrests in connection with a break in, in the Rock City residential area of Juba earlier this week. 

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. Gen. Henry Danima says another three men have been taken into custody, bringing the total number of suspects arrested to six. 
Danima notes an increase in crime in Juba and is appealing to the public to inform security forces of suspicious behavior.

Henry Danima: “The total number of criminals arrested through the investigation that we initiated is six. We are aware that crime is on the rise, especially in Rock city, Hai Tarawa and Gudele particularly Gudele Block Nine. Crime of violence, particularly night robbery has been on the rise in those areas. I think the best thing is to embark on community policing so that we can enlighten and organize our people in the quarter councils of the town and make them aware of the behaviour of the criminals these days.” 

Radio Miraya reported earlier this week that security agents of the Emergency Response team exchanged heavy gunfire fire with a suspected gang of thieves as they broke into a house in Rock City on Monday night. 

Police in Egypt are investigating the killing of a South Sudanese student in Cairo.  

The primary school pupil was attacked by a gang believed to be of South Sudanese nationals early this week. 

South Sudan ambassador to Cairo, Anthony Kon confirms the attack and says investigations are ongoing.  

Anthony Kon: “We are still following the case with the Egyptian security and we do not need to talk about the steps they are taking because the issue is vital, but we will follow and keep the public informed on the results of these investigations. We have agreed with the Egyptian authorities not to reveal any information to the public at this stage, but what I can say is that I will soon visit Juba to discuss with the government how to end these acts of criminal gangs in Egypt by south Sudanese.”

The South Sudan embassy in Cairo recently issued a warning to South Sudanese nationals in Egypt against involvement in crime. 
Two weeks ago a South Sudanese Journalist, Denggadeit Ayouk was attacked and injured in a similar incident.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The government has been asked to follow through on commitments it has made to demobilize child soldiers.  

Human Rights Watch released a report on Wednesday, indicating the presence of children believed to be as young as 12 years old fighting on the frontlines in Bentiu and Rubkona in Unity State.  

Skye Wheeler, a researcher with Human Right Watch says agreements have been made to demobilize children from military ranks – but says there need to be more concrete steps taken in this direction.

Skye Wheeler: “They have actually managed to get rid of lots and lots of children; to demobilize children from the SPLA.  It has actually been one of the big success stories of army reform in South Sudan, so that is one of the reasons why it is so sad to see the use of children in the army again by the SPLA at the time. So we have seen the commitment on paper, but now both leaders, both sides need to follow through with these promises, make sure there is no more child recruitment and that children who are with their forces are released and assisted to return to their families.”

The government and the opposition have once again been accused of using child soldiers in conflict.  
Human Rights Watch says their investigations indicate that both sides used children as young as 12 years old on the frontline during last week’s fighting in Bentiu and Rubkona in Unity State.
A meeting of international NGOs, government and the media has stressed the importance of communication in development and peace building.  

Development partners, government and media practitioners came together in Juba for one day, to discuss ways in which they can work together to disseminate critical information.  

It was agreed that corporation with the media is vital in creating awareness about health, agriculture, education and other programs. 

Lisi Emmanuel, a print journalist in Juba, stresses the importance of working together. 

Lisi Emmanuel: “From today onwards, let us leave this point of fear or just bad perception. When we leave such behavior then it will give us free mind interaction. Whenever we come to your office, give us space. We know that in journalism, the highest point of operation is ethics, and in our ethics we are not entitled to put somebody in problems. Also, we are not allowed to report lies, so in such a context, we will report the best thing of the activity you are doing. As has been said by my colleagues, for our people to understand what you people are doing, it is through the media, either through the radio or through print. They read and they get to know that such an organization is doing credible work.” 

In foreign news, police in Liberia's capital, Monrovia, have fired live rounds and tear gas during protests after a quarantine was imposed to contain the spread of the deadly Ebola virus.

Residents of the capital's West Point slum area say the barbed wire blockade stops them buying food and working.

Four people are said to have been injured in the clashes.

Liberia has seen the most deaths - 576 - in the world's worst Ebola outbreak, which has hit West Africa this year.

A total of 1,350 people have died from the outbreak in Liberia, Guinea, Nigeria and Sierra Leone. 

And, the World Food Program, (WFP) warns that up to 1.3 million people require food assistance in areas worst affected by the Ebola disease outbreak.  

The agency says populations in areas that have been placed under quarantine to stop the spread are at risk of severe food shortages due to the disruption of markets, agricultural activities and rising food prices. 

WFP says it will require about 70 million US dollars to provide food assistance to the affected populations. 

Fabienne Pompey, spokesperson for the WFP in West Africa says the organization is already providing food assistance to over 100-thousand people comprising mainly of those placed under quarantine in health centers and their families.

Fabienne Pompey: "So far, Ebola is a health crisis, but it can shortly become a food security crisis. Because of these isolated areas, people are not free to go in and out. Some are not able to go to their fields, some have moved to other areas and are away from home, kind of internally displaced, and also the economy and trade is disrupted. So people will have difficulties to get their daily meals. It's very important that we are there to prevent this health crisis to become a food security crisis. Our staff and partners will be equipped with gloves, boots. They will have sanitizers to clean their hands as much as possible. We also ask the people on the distribution sites to stay one meter away from each other. Our staff members do not enter the health centers. We hand over the food to health workers and they do the distribution."

To end the news, the main stories once again: 
· South Sudan ranked one of the least peaceful countries in the world

· Religious leaders embark on a nationwide prayer-for peace campaign
· Police arrest more suspects in connection with Monday night shootout in Juba
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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