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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· IGAD mediators warn of tough action following the death of a ceasefire monitor in Unity State.  

· Khartoum urged to reopen border crossings 

· Mundri IDPs to be relocated to new site this week 
IGAD mediators are warning of tough action following the death of a ceasefire monitor in Unity State.  

According to a report on the AFP news agency, the monitor was among a group that was held by rebel forces during a routine inspection mission on Saturday.  

The monitors were reportedly arrested and marched to an unknown destination. 

IGAD has not clarified how the monitor was killed, but Chief Mediator Seyoum Mesfin is quoted in the AFP report as saying those responsible for his death will bear the consequences. 

Ambassador Mesfin has also cautioned both sides against continued violation of the cessation of hostilities agreement.

Regional leaders were expected to meet late today in Ethiopia to discuss the ongoing conflict. 

Meanwhile, there have been reports of fresh fighting in Nassir, Upper Nile State.  

Deputy Governor, Awer Dau Agang confirms the town came under shelling on Sunday but says the situation is now calm.  

Agang says he was in Nasir at the time of the fighting and confirms one SPLA soldier was wounded.  

The government has sent a strong message to IGAD, calling on the mediators to put more pressure on the opposition to implement the ceasefire agreements.  
Speaking as President Salva Kiir left for an extra-ordinary Heads of State summit in Addis Ababa on Sunday, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Peter Bashir Gbandi said the regional group should put more pressure on the opposition delegation to respect the ceasefire agreements and sign a matrix for implementation of a peace process.

Bashir Gbandi: “IGAD has not been helpful. IGAD has not been straightforward. The agreements, like the Cessation of Hostilities was signed in January and has not been operationalized since then, yet on our part as a government we have been committed and are able to sign it. The rebels continue to violate and IGAD is not taking any punitive measures. We are sending a very strong message to IGAD that they should pressurize the rebels and push them to accept to sign the cessation of hostilities matrix so that we are able to achieve peace because you cannot pretend to be dialoguing when your people are being killed left and right.” 

The matrix contains the details of agreements reached so far and the process of their implementation.   

Yohanis Musa Pouk, a spokesperson with the opposition, denies accusations of violating the ceasefire agreements. He also explains why the SPLM in the opposition is not ready to sign the matrix.

Yohanis Musa Pouk: “To sign this matrix, we need the Ugandan troops that are in South Sudan to withdraw in accordance with the cessation of hostilities which we signed in 23 January.  It is something we agreed to, but the government is still insisting that these troops will not leave South Sudan until further notice and this is contrary to what was agreed in the cessation of hostilities agreement.”

Last week a spokesperson of the Uganda government, Ofwono Opondo said a delegation from the opposition led by Ladu Alfred Gore had reached an understanding with the Uganda government for Ugandan soldiers to remain in South Sudan in the interest of peace, pending the deployment of an IGAD force. 

We also spoke with the military spokesperson for the SPLM-In Opposition, Brig Lul Ruai Koang, who distanced the opposition forces from the report.

Brig. Lul Ruai: “That was a political statement and I am giving you the correct version.  The demand is in black and white that all foreign forces should withdraw from South Sudan period, before any final cessation of hostilities is reached.  I am talking about the official position of the military leadership of SPLM/A – in the opposition.  This has been our demand and we are still sticking to that demand.  These reports coming from Kampala are a pure lie.” 
The government is calling on Sudan to reopen border crossings to allow the flow of goods.  
This came up in a meeting between President Salva Kiir and the chairperson of the African Union High Implementation Panel on South Sudan and Sudan, also former South African President, Thabo Mbeki. 
Mbeki was in Juba to follow up on the progress of the implementation of cooperation agreements signed between the Juba and Khartoum governments. 
Nhial Deng, the head of the government delegation that negotiated the agreements briefed journalists after the meeting and said progress has been made in the oil and banking sectors but noted slow progress in the establishment of a safe ‘demilitarized border zone.’  
Nhial said the government has urged Khartoum to open up border crossings as pending matters are discussed. 

Nhial Deng: “We believe that despite the lack of agreement on fixing the center line and establishment of the safe demilitarized border zone, the two countries should move ahead and open corridors to promote trade and investment because that is for the benefit of the two countries.  We would also like to see corridors opened so that equipment that is needed for the oil industry can come back into South Sudan to enable the government maximize oil production because the more oil we produce, the more money we get and also the more money Sudan gets so it is a win-win situation all round, meanwhile we continue to work on the outstanding issues.”

The nine agreements signed in September 2012 cover security, border issues, trade, oil, banking and other economic matters.

On the peace talks with the opposition in Addis Ababa, Nhial Deng, who chairs the government delegation says the government would prefer direct talks with the opposition without the participation of stakeholders.  
Nhial says talks have become complex with the inclusion of other participants. 

Nhial Deng: “The more people involved in negotiation, the more numerous the issues to be discussed, the more complex and therefore the more difficult it becomes. So the negotiating environment is extremely difficult. The government of South Sudan would have liked to have seen a much simpler and much more straight forward process that would involve essentially first and foremost the parties  to the conflict themselves that is GOSS and the rebels led by Riek Machar.  It would be easier to reach an agreement on that format, rather than bringing in all the stakeholders.  Anyway, there is an agreement that the stakeholders should participate, but I just wanted to point out the downside.”

The South Sudan Youth Organizations Alliance has expressed concerns over what they say is the frequent violation of the cessation of hostilities agreement. 
The alliance says they have communication their concerns to the IGAD.  
Santino Mawin Agoth, the spokesperson of the alliance, calls on both parties to the conflict to exercise self-restraint and to open corridors for humanitarian aid. 

Mawin Agoth: “We have issued a statement and conveyed our deep concerns and sadness about these attitudes. We have called on all parties not to carry out actions that will block the peace process. We strongly condemn such acts, including the latest violations of the cessation of hostilities in Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei by the SPLA in Opposition. We call on all parties to exercise self-restrain and give peace a chance.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Thousands of internally displaced persons continue to live in flooded conditions at the UN Protection of Civilians site in Bentiu, Unity State.
United Nations Humanitarian coordinator, Toby Lanzer led a delegation of the British and Dutch ambassadors to assess the living conditions of the 40-thousand IDPs on the camp.

Lanzer said the IDPs have no option because of the continued security threat outside the protection site.  

Toby Lanzer: “You know one question I ask myself is ‘why are people here?’. I have been in town. I have been to the center of Bentiu and it is dry and yet people are choosing to be here on this UN base, knee-deep in mud, water and slop. Clearly it is because there is a palpable sense of fear and foreboding about the situation whereby the only place that people want to be and have chosen to be and they have told me this: The only place that they feel safe is here on the UN base.” 
British ambassador, Ian Hughes urged for an end to the conflict so people could return to their homes.  He described the living conditions of the IDPs as ‘inhumane.’ 
Ian Hughes: “This is not the first PoC site I am visiting as British ambassador but it is definitely the worst.  There is something completely inhuman about the living conditions here day in day out. It is wrong. The UN is doing the best it can to help the people here, but the best thing for their future and the future of the country is that they go home. That requires a lot of work, it requires leadership on the part of the South Sudanese government and the opposition to find solutions that will end this conflict that causes tens of thousands to have to live like that.’
Robert van den Dool is the newly appointed Dutch ambassador to South Sudan.
Van den Dool: “As opposed to the British ambassador, for me this is the first PoC camp that I have visited and frankly it is totally appalling what I see here.  It illustrates how necessary it is that the fighting stops and people will be allowed to go to their home peacefully, because to live here is not humane.”
The commissioner of Mundri West County is calling for more support for thousands of people displaced from their homes.  
At least 3,000 people, mainly women and children, were displaced from their homes by armed cattle keepers suspected to have come from Lakes State.  
Mundri county commissioner, Lexion Moburuk, says the people are spread out in three areas and will be moved to a new site this week. 

Lexion Moburuk: “The IDPs are still in Biti Lakamadi and Amadi. They are still being fed by the local community. The little food they are being given by the Laxer Community Development Association MRD is not enough. UNOCHA and other aid groups have agreed that these IDPs need to be supported, and they have also approved settlement of these IDPs at Kulundu Junction.”
A group of South Sudanese youth has developed mobile phone applications aimed at improving livelihoods and generating income.  
The 43 students came up with the applications during a two-week training at the University of Juba Computer College. 
They have created innovative apps on peace messaging, market tracking, and literacy among others.  
Some of the youth we spoke to are confident their innovations will change lives.  

Vox pops
· “I’m very impressed by the training that we had for the last two weeks. We are five patriotic South Sudanese in group and we build our project concerning the flag South Sudan.”

· “The app – you can download it on your phone and when you press, it will talk about peace and how to make peace between us. It’s because of conditions right now. As we know the country is not that safe and the rumours outside there said like we are in war and such things.”

· “Surely we believe that our project will be used to track the market and to know what the real prices in the market are. For example if you want to know what is the price of apples today in the market, you go and you write the items down in our project  and then displaying you the real price.”      

The training was supported by UN Cultural organization UNESCO and Zain telecom.

And in regional news, an Ebola outbreak has been confirmed in the northern Democratic Republic of Congo.  
The country’s health ministry confirms that tests on two people had confirmed the disease in Equateur province, where 13 had already died.
The deaths occurred in an isolated area and appear to be a different strain from the one identified in West Africa.
The outbreak there has killed more than 1300 people so far.  
To end the news, the main stories once again:
· IGAD mediators warn of tough action following the death of a ceasefire monitor in Unity State.  

· Khartoum urged to reopen border crossings 

· Mundri IDPs to be relocated to new site this week 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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