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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· UN contracted helicopter crashes in Unity State
· Riek Machar and others lose their seats in Parliament 

· Korean peacekeepers to fix Juba-Bor road
We have just received information that a helicopter contracted by the United Nations is believed to have crashed in Unity State. 

Acting spokesperson of the UN Mission - Aditya Mehta says the helicopter was on a routine cargo flight from Wau to Bentiu when UNMISS air operations lost control of its whereabouts at about 2 o’clock this afternoon. 


Mehta says the chopper is presumed to have crashed in an area 10 kilometers south of Bentiu.  


A search and rescue team has been dispatched to the site.  

Investigations are underway.  

Twenty three politicians have lost their seats in the National Legislative Assembly.  

The legislators include opposition leader Riek Machar and others, many of them directly involved in the ongoing conflict. 

Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual is here with more:
************************************************

Reech Malual: “The 23 legislators lost their seats following a resolution passed in a seating chaired by Speaker of the house, Manasseh Magok Rundial. Others include Machar’s deputy, Alfred Ladu Gore, and former political detainees Gier Chuang Aluong, Oyai Deng Ajak, Kosti Manibe, John Luc Jok and Madut Biar Yiel among others. The chairperson of the Specialized Committee on MPs Affairs, Charles Wello Onyony, said the individuals lost their seats after being absent for 13 sittings in contravention of Section 72 of the National Legislative Assembly Conduct of Business. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News.”

Talks between the government and the SPLM in the opposition resumed this morning in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa. 

Speaking to journalists in Juba, the Minister in the Office of the President, Awan Gol Riek, said discussions have started on the formation of a transitional government within the 45 days agreed upon in an implementation matrix that was signed by the government and opposition yesterday. 

Awan Gol Riek: “We hope this time, if they are very much committed, we will be able to overcome all the differences and come together to form the transitional government. This is why we have the resumption of talks. There are different views on the issues of a prime minister and other views of second vice president. All these are issues to be dealt within the negations of the two teams plus the stakeholders. Nothing is adapted so far. It is a process of negotiation on these issues plus others regarding the security situation in our country.”

The government and the opposition are facing a 45 day deadline to agree on the formation of a transitional government. 

The deadline was part of a matrix agreement signed by President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar during an IGAD Heads of State summit in Addis Ababa yesterday.  

The agreement fully commits both sides to ending the conflict and calls for action against any party that obstructs the attainment of peace. 

According to a communique issued by IGAD mediators, negotiations will continue in spite of a boycott from either side.  

United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon has welcomed the signing of the implementation matrix.  

Ban calls on both parties to immediately implement the agreement and uphold their commitment to establishing a Transitional Government of National Unity. 

The Secretary-General has also commended the IGAD mediators for their efforts to find a peaceful resolution and reiterates the full support of the United Nations to this process.

Civil Society Organizations are calling on the warring parties to respect the 45 day deadline to come up with a Transitional Government. 

The Executive Director of Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, Edmund Yakani calls on the two parties to expedite the peace process.

Edmund Yakani: “We don’t want them to drag the process of peace and stability with a lot of preconditions or excuses. That is our stand. That’s we also add our voice that the SPLM in opposition let them sign the roadmap on the establishment of the Transitional Government. As civil society, we are also we are calling upon them not only to agree on the transitional roadmap on the Transitional Government without having a declared and defined Transitional Process. We need to a very clear transitional timeline that is given for this transitional government with clear defined milestone that we can hold them accountable on it.”

Yakani is also urging the IGAD mediators to issue targeted sanctions on individuals who will frustrate the peace process.

The Leader of the minority in the National Legislative Assembly, has welcomed the sighing of the cessation of hostilities matrix.

Onyoti Adigo Nyikwec says the participation of stakeholders and International pressure gave the much needed push to get the government and the opposition to sign. 

Onyoti says the two parties should respect the agreement and focus on the suffering of the people.

Onyoti Adigo Nyikwec: “Let’s hope this time they will respect and implement whatever they have signed and will be committed to the 45 days given to them so that they are able to arrange and discuss the way the transitional government of national unity is going to be formed. They should be committed to the people of South Sudan. We are in a desperate situation and need peace. We need peace under any circumstance to come to us because most of our people are suffering now either from hunger or from other diseases and even they are away, not in their own homes. Most of them are in the displaced camps. This way I think there is need for them this time to be committed.”

Meanwhile a political analyst and researcher says time is not the deciding factor in the formation of a transitional government.

Zakaria Diing, from the SUDD Institute in Juba says commitment from both warring parties is most crucial if a deal is to be reached. 

Diing says creation of a government of national unity within the stipulated 45 days is possible, with the right spirit.  

Zakaria Diing: “Yes, I think is possible I mean they have had these issues and worked on them for quite some time now. If they are ready, I think they can reach an agreement. I do not think the problem is ever an issue of length of time but rather the gulf that exits between the two sides. But if there is a new spirit of both sides wanting to settle, I think they can settle it within that given period of time.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Juba City Council has started the relocation of traders from Konyo Konyo market.  

Stalls have been removed and the ground is being prepared for handover to a private investor for development. 

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya reports. 

****************************************

Chaplain Nemaya: “The market is being shifted to Gumbo area in Rajaf Payam across the bridge. It is now five days since the transfer process begun and some traders are resisting the move.  They say they are not willing to shift saying the 15 day deadline was too short.  Some of them also argue the new site identified by the City Council is too far.” 

Voices: 

· “What are you going to do there, there is no security there, people may come there and you will be killed at night. The chairman came with police in two cars, the iron sheets were removed onto peoples’ heads, I was even at home, and they called me on phone.”

However some of the traders have already transferred and appreciate the new location. 

Voices: 

· “If you change, you will also see a change within your mind and even the area. In Konyo-konyo we were squeezed and there was a lot of commotion, especially with the wheelbarrow people. The new market is good. We enjoy it – it is bigger and will be okay.”

Juba City Council authorities say the land has already been allocated to an investor and the traders must leave.  City Council Clerk Joselito Yoach Kulang explains.

Joselito Yoach Kulang: “The place where they are now, they were told to evacuate. They want to construct the place to high buildings that will accommodate banks and other offices. Let them be patient in handling their businesses until we do something for their benefit.”  

Chaplain Nemaya: “The new market currently under the authority of Rajaf Payam is undergoing a gradual construction. I am Chaplain Nemaya, Radio Miraya news.”

Traffic Police in Juba have made a specific call to security operatives to respect traffic regulations.  

The Director of Traffic Police Colonel Akon John Agot says many drivers disrespect speed limits and could be a major cause of accidents. 

Agot cautions security vehicles to respect the speed limits of 45 kilometers per hour within the town or 90 kilometers per hour on highways.  

Kon Agot: “Recently people within the town – the civilians do respect traffic rules – but elements of the army and the police, these people over speed and when a traffic police stops them they point a gun. This is what we need to be solved so that there is traffic stability in the way that we want.”

Korean engineers have signed a memorandum of understanding with the State government of Jonglei to construct Juba-Bor road.

The engineers from the UN Peacekeeping force will fix the route that has been badly affected by floods, causing major disruptions in traffic.  

Jonglei State’s Information Minister Judy Jonglei Boyoris says repairs are expected to start next week. 

Jonglei Judy: “This road will be constructed starting from next week. We talked to government of Central Equatoria to provide us with sand and we also wrote a letter to the Defense Minister to provide security along the road.”

The Korean engineers have completed construction of a 7 kilometer dyke along the River Nile to control floods.

And, Algeria has suspended all football activities indefinitely following the death of Cameroonian player.

Albert Ebosse was hit by a stone thrown by fans in a game over the weekend. 

The Algerian Football Federation has ordered for the closure of all stadiums in the country and is considering expelling the club at fault "from all competitions". 

The governing body has also decided that 100-thousand US dollars will be given to the player’s family, plus the amount he would have earned over the period of his contract. 

In addition, players from the rival team will each donate a month's salary. 

An investigation into the death, and a deeper inquiry into football hooliganism in the country, has been ordered by the Algerian interior ministry.
To end the news, the main stories once again:
· UN contracted helicopter crashes in Unity State
· Riek Machar and others lose their seats in parliament 

· Korean peacekeepers to fix Juba-Bor road

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening.
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