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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· Peace talks in Addis adjourn for two weeks

· Three dead, one injured in UN helicopter crash in Unity State
· Father of detained UN staff member seeks contact with his son
The Addis Ababa peace talks are being adjourned once again.

The government and opposition delegations convened yesterday, but have been advised by IGAD mediators that the discussions will be suspended for two weeks.  

Spokesperson for the government delegation Michael Makuei says the negotiations are expected to resume on the 14th of September, and will be relocated to a different venue.

Makuei says the adjournment is to allow the mediators consult with the stakeholders. 

Michael Makuei: “Yes, we are going on a break. We are going on recess. Yesterday the mediators came out with a program of consultation with the leaders of the state holders and yesterday they were informed that there will be a break for people; we go for a recess from this evening up to the 13th of September after which we will come back and on the 14th we will move outside of Addis and resume talks on the 15th.”

Three Russian crew members have been confirmed dead and one injured after a UN contracted helicopter crashed in Unity State.

The Mi-8 helicopter was on a routine cargo flight from Wau to Bentiu when air operations at the UN mission lost contact with the crew at about 2:30 yesterday afternoon. 
Acting spokesperson of the UN Mission, Aditya Mehta, says the surviving crew member is receiving treatment from the MSF medical team in Bentiu.

Mehta says the chopper is presumed to have crashed in an area 10 kilometers south of Bentiu.  

Aditya Mehta: “The UNMISS confirms that one of its Mi-8 helicopters has crashed about 10 kilometres south of Bentiu in Unity State.  The mission lost contact with the helicopter which was on a routine cargo flight from Wau to Bentiu at about 2:30pm. UNMISS is deeply concerned about the fate of the crew and has dispatched a search and rescue team to the site of the incident.  Investigations regarding the cause of the incident are underway.”

Members of Parliament in the National Legislative Assembly are claiming more than 7 million pounds in medical expenses. 
This was reveled in a report for the period 2010-2014, presented by an ad-hoc committee on medical reference. 
Majok Yak Majpok presented the report on behalf of the committee. 

Dr. Majok: “All the referral cases that have been submitted to Ministry of Finance, if you sum it up, amounts to more than eleven million South Sudanese pounds. From this, the amount that has been paid is more than three million South Sudanese pounds. In our calculations, we still we have more than seven million South Sudanese pounds being claimed by MPs and staff in the Ministry of Finance.”
The revelation shocked many of the MPs; some of them accusing fellow legislators of abusing the entitlement.  
Vox pop

· “Some of us are making money from the medical referrals. This is similar to theft.”

· “If you look to recommendation number seven, the budget for medical referral is to be allocated yearly to MPs but for us to allocate this to all MPs, it requires the amendments of emolument act 2010.”

· “There is deliberately segregation in this assembly. There are people who access these finances easily and there are people who hardly access it.”

· “I found out even some messengers have bought cars with the emolument funds. If they bought cars, I assume they have built houses with this money. It is of my opinion that we come out with something that will solve this issue either the medical money is given to each member for treatment or build a hospital in this nation.” 

Assembly then passed a resolution to amend the emolument act 2010 to put in place more stringent measures for accessing the claims.

Opposition leader Riek Machar is among 23 politicians who have lost their seats in the National Legislative Assembly.  

The legislators were voted out by Members of Parliament in a sitting on Tuesday. 
Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual is here with more:
************************************************

“The 23 legislators lost their seats following a resolution passed in a sitting chaired by Speaker of the house, Manasseh Magok Rundial. Others include Riek Machar’s deputy, Alfred Ladu Gore, and the former political detainees Gier Chuang Aluong, Oyai Deng Ajak, Kosti Manibe, John Luc Jok, and Madut Biar Yiel among others. The chairperson of the Specialized Committee on MPs Affairs, Charles Wello Onyony, said the individuals lost their seats after being absent for thirteen sittings, in contravention of Section 72 of the National Legislative Assembly Conduct of Business. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News.”

The Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Legislative Assembly has resumed business after a three months recess.  
In her opening remarks, Assembly Speaker Achol William noted the challenges facing the State. 

Achol William: “We should be prepared to face the persistent challenges further on. For instance; alarming famine, action must be taken now to make available emergency preparedness respond plan in order to respond in good time to save lives. Insecurity; the allegations of rebels planning to destabilize our state and threaten the peace and tranquility is a great concern and adequate preparation is required. Improvement of education services is necessary. Prevention of some diseases and improvement of health services access to all health amenities is imperative. The Assembly is very much concerned about the welfare of our people. ‘’
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The father of a UN staff member, who was arrested by National Security in Wau, is appealing for contact with his son. 

Geligo Livio Bahara, the advisor on economic affairs in the Western Bahr el-Ghazal State government says his son George Livio was arrested by National Security agents on Friday.  

Geligo says he received a phone call from the State Governor, informing him his son was being held for information leading to a suspect.

Bahara says he has received information that his son has been transferred to Juba. He says he is only interested in the safety of his son.  

Geligo Bahara: “What I want is that they allow me to talk to him. I want just to make sure that he is ok. That is my concern now. I am only appealing that I should be in contact with him. Even if he is charged – the law should take its course when somebody commits a crime but at least I want to know that he is well and safe. Awaiting cross examination or whatever – that is not my concern. My concern is after his safety only.”

George Livio, a journalist and Public Information Officer with the United Nations Mission is among three people who were detained by National Security agents in Wau last Friday.

Media reports suggest George Livio’s arrest is over alleged links to rebel activities.  His family denies the accusations.  

Students of the Bahr el-Ghazal University in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, are protesting a new administrative directive requiring them to complete payment of their tuition fees before they receive results of their final examinations. 

The students say the results are sealed and only opened upon payment.   

The Chairperson of the Student’s Affairs Union, Danson Pagarau, says the students are also concerned a recently announced increase in tuition fees. 

Pagarau says an increment of about 500 South Sudanese pounds per semester has been announced by the University administration. 

Danson Pagarau: “The increment that was done by the administration is what we are all disputing. Also, I am calling on the administration to recruit more lecturers. Number two to this, I am appealing to the administration: Why do we want the results to be open, maybe he or she has (F) and may come for supplementary, is that our colleagues are not here they went for holidays some are even outside the country they are in Uganda or Kenya, but if this results are closed, one cannot know exactly will he comes for supplementary or not.”

The state government has formed a committee to look into the students grievances.  

And in regional news, Burundi has set up an investigation after a number of dead bodies were found floating in a lake on its border with Rwanda.  

The bodies were wrapped in plastic and were discovered in Lake Rweru over the past three days.  

Villagers in the area which borders the lake, say the bodies first began appearing in July - with some saying up to 40 have been spotted.

Burundian authorities say the victims are not Burundian citizens because the bodies are coming from a River flowing from Rwanda.
And in sports, Ivory Coast will not be allowed to host their African Nations Cup qualifier next week against Sierra Leone because of fears over the Ebola virus. 

Ivory Coast is scheduled to host Sierra Leone in two weeks but must now look for a new venue. 

The Ivorian government says it will not allow the match to take place in Abidjan because all travel between the two countries has been banned. 

Sierra Leone and Guinea have also been ordered by the Confederation of African Football to move their home qualifiers to neutral venues. 

More than 1,400 people have so far died from the Ebola outbreak in West Africa.

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Peace talks in Addis adjourn for two weeks

· Three dead, one injured in UN helicopter crash in Unity State
· Father of detained UN staff member seeks contact with his son
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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