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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· Peace talks in Addis adjourn for two weeks
· Key suspect in murder of Lakes State Paramount chief arrested in Rumbek
· Western Equatoria State forms Ebola task force
IGAD mediators have announced a two-week suspension of the peace talks.  

The government and opposition delegations have been advised by the mediators that the negotiations will be adjourned till the 14th of next month.
Spokesperson for the government delegation Michael Makuei says the talks will be relocated to a new venue.

Makuei says the adjournment is to allow the mediators consult with the stakeholders. 

Michael Makuei: “Yes, we are going on a break. We are going on recess. Yesterday the mediators came out with a program of consultation with the leaders of the state holders and yesterday they were informed that there will be a break for people; we go for a recess from this evening up to the 13th of September after which we will come back and on the 14th we will move outside of Addis and resume talks on the 15th.”

A crew member who survived yesterday’s UN helicopter crash in Unity State is in a stable condition.  

The Russian crew was among 4 people aboard a UN chartered helicopter when it crashed at about 2:30 yesterday afternoon.  

A statement from the UN Missions says the injured crew member is receiving medical care in Bentiu, and is in a stable condition.

Three other crew members died.  

Meanwhile, the United Nations Mission is to launch an investigation to determine the cause of the crash.
The chopper is presumed to have come down in an area 10 kilometers south of Bentiu.  

A government delegation has arrived in Kampala to escort the remains of the late Eliaba James Surur who passed away in Kampala recently.  

The team comprising ministers from the national and Central Equatoria State governments will attend prayers in Kampala before returning to Juba with the remains.  

The head of the team, Thomas Wani Kundu an MP in the National Parliament, told Radio Miraya the body is expected in Juba at about 3 o’clock in the afternoon.  

Thomas Wani Kundu: “We’ve arrived at Entebbe International Airport and the deputy ambassador was among the delegation receiving us at the airport. From here, we shall be going to the house of the late leader Eliaba James Surur and direct to the place of prayers. We shall attend the prayers today then thereafter tomorrow at midday, we shall be at the airport to take the remains of our late hero Eliaba James Surur to Juba Airport which will be at 3:00 pm, God willing.”   

 

James Eliaba Surur was founder of the People’s Progressive Party and also fought in the Anyanya war movement. 
He was 87 years old at the time of his death.  

The main suspect in the murder of a Paramount chief in Lakes State has been arrested.  

The State Police Commissioner Major General Costa Kadiet Murtag says the suspect was apprehended in an operation conducted by Police in Rumbek town.    

Costa Kadiet Murtag: “Police went to the area to ambush the accused at 1am. Police setup the arrest and took him in.  He was found with a gun. Investigations have begun and he is in custody. The investigations are about the killing of the chief and if there were others involved in the murder, we will arrest them too.”

Paramount chief Apareer Chut Dhuol from the Gonyi section in Rumbek East was shot dead by an unknown gunman early this month.
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The father of a UN staff member, who was arrested by National Security in Wau, is appealing for contact with his son. 

Geligo Livio Bahara, the advisor on economic affairs in the Western Bahr el-Ghazal State government says his son George Livio was arrested by National Security agents on Friday.  

Geligo says he received a phone call from the State Governor, informing him his son was being held for information leading to a suspect.

Bahara says he has received information that his son has been transferred to Juba. He says he is only interested in the safety of his son.  

Geligo Bahara: “What I want is that they allow me to talk to him. I want just to make sure that he is ok. That is my concern now. I am only appealing that I should be in contact with him. Even if he is charged – the law should take its course when somebody commits a crime but at least I want to know that he is well and safe. Awaiting cross examination or whatever – that is not my concern. My concern is after his safety only.”

George Livio, a journalist and Public Information Officer with the United Nations Mission is among three people who were detained by National Security agents in Wau last Friday.

Media reports suggest George Livio’s arrest is over alleged links to rebel activities.  His family denies the accusations.  

Students of the Bahr el-Ghazal University in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, are protesting a new administrative directive requiring them to complete payment of their tuition fees before they receive results of their final examinations. 

The students say the results are sealed and only opened upon payment.   

The Chairperson of the Student’s Affairs Union, Danson Pagarau, says the students are also concerned a recently announced increase in tuition fees. 

Pagarau says an increment of about 500 South Sudanese pounds per semester has been announced by the University administration. 

Danson Pagarau: “The increment that was done by the administration is what we are all disputing. Also, I am calling on the administration to recruit more lecturers. Number two to this, I am appealing to the administration: Why do we want the results to be open, maybe he or she has (F) and may come for supplementary, is that our colleagues are not here they went for holidays some are even outside the country they are in Uganda or Kenya, but if this results are closed, one cannot know exactly will he comes for supplementary or not.”

The state government has formed a committee to look into the students’ grievances.  

The Western Equatoria State government has formed an Ebola task force in response to an outbreak of the deadly disease reported in the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo.   

The team will carry out surveillance along the common border and set up an isolation unit at Yambio hospital for suspected cases. 

The Acting State Minister for Health, Pia Phillip says the taskforce is comprised of experts from different organizations.  

Phillip Pia: “The taskforce is made up of experts like the World Health Organization, World Vision and UNICEF. This taskforce is charged with the responsibilities of doing the surveillance and also creating a space in the Hospital so that in the event that such cases are identified, the patient can be kept in an isolated place. Our challenge is we do not have facilities. For example if somebody is sick in Tambura, how do we quickly get that person to Yambio Teaching Hospital?”

Western Equatoria borders the DR Congo where 2 deaths from Ebola have been confirmed. 

And in sports, Ivory Coast will not be allowed to host their African Nations Cup qualifier next week against Sierra Leone because of fears over the Ebola virus. 

Ivory Coast is scheduled to host Sierra Leone in two weeks but must now look for a new venue. 

The Ivorian government says it will not allow the match to take place in Abidjan because all travel between the two countries has been banned. 

Sierra Leone and Guinea have also been ordered by the Confederation of African Football to move their home qualifiers to neutral venues. 

More than 1,400 people have so far died from the Ebola outbreak in West Africa.

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Peace talks in Addis adjourn for two weeks
· Key suspect in murder of Lakes State Paramount chief arrested in Rumbek
· Western Equatoria State forms Ebola task force

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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