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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am Agole Alex with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· Opposition rejects matrix agreement 
· UN suspends flights to Unity state following Tuesday’s helicopter crash 
· Juba hospital staff strike over unpaid allowances
The government says the opposition has withdrawn its commitment to the matrix for the implementation of the cessation of hostilities agreement. 
It was reported that both sides had signed the matrix in Addis Ababa on Monday.
The spokesperson of the government delegation, Michael Makuei, says the opposition delegation has now withdrawn its signature. 

Michael Makuei Lueth: “This matrix was signed but after signature, the rebels reneged and decided not to abide by that matrix. Of course, as you know, the matrix is the only way to operationalize the cessation of hostiles. Without the matrix definitely we will not be in a position to open up humanitarian corridors whereby we will be in a position to render humanitarian services to our people who are badly in need of these services. So the rebels have reneged and they say they have withdrawn their signature from that document and as such there is no cessation of hostilities agreement.” 

The Chief mediator for the opposition, Taban Deng Gai says his delegation did not sign the matrix on Monday. Taban says the text presented by the mediators was a foreign document. 

Taban Deng: “We did not sign the protocol, because this protocol is a foreign document. We have been sitting in committees for more than a week. We have made a lot of progress but we were surprised that a foreign document was introduced, but later after investigations we got this document to have originated from Uganda , with a Prime Minister. We are not boycotting any forum created to negotiate peace, we are available, but we are going to tell other partners and the mediators what we think can bring peace to South Sudan.”

The Addis Ababa talks were adjourned yesterday and are scheduled to resume on the 14th of next month. 

Meanwhile IGAD envoys have released a report of violations of the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement. 

The report was compiled by IGAD Monitor and Verification teams and covers the period January to the 21st of August. 

Sworo Charles Elisha is here with more:
*********************************

“The report lists 12 violations over the eight-month period. The opposition has been cited for committing eight violations, while government forces have been pinpointed for five. The first violation recorded was in April committed by the opposition forces in Mayom, Rubkona and Bentiu in Unity State. The opposition has also been accused of carrying out attacks in Ayod, Jonglei State and Nasir in Upper Nile. On the government side, the report highlights an attack by armed youth loyal to the government on a protection of civilian’s site in Bor in April. The government has also been cited for various violations in Bentiu, Nasir and Maban. The monitors have advised IGAD special envoys to take appropriate action against parties in response to the violations.  Neither side has commented on the report.  I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya News.”
The UN mission in South Sudan is treating the crash of a UN helicopter in Unity State on Tuesday as a hostile act.
Acting UN Head of Mission and UN Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer says the black box for the helicopter has been recovered and investigations are underway.

Following the crash, Lanzer says the UN has been forced to suspend all flights to Bentiu, an area in urgent need of humanitarian assistance. 

Toby Lanzer: “In Bentiu, we have grounded all the flights. There is only one way into Bentiu and out of Bentiu at the moment and that is the helicopter. The United Nations mission and the UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) have grounded all flights to Bentiu. We hope to resume as soon as possible. We are working on that. We are in discussion with government and opposition. We are also looking at our own procedures. The scale of need in Bentiu is so high that we need to start flying to Bentiu as soon as possible.”

Three Russian crew members died and one is receiving treatment after the chopper loaded with cargo, came down 10km South of Bentiu on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the UN Security Council has strongly condemned the downing of the UN helicopter.

In a statement, the Council members stressed that the attack constituted a grave violation of the Status of Forces Agreement" and jeopardized UNMISS operations.

They strongly urged the UN Mission and the government to conduct a swift, thorough and transparent investigation.

They also strongly emphasized that those responsible for the attack must be held accountable and all necessary measures must be taken to avoid such attacks in the future.

On the humanitarian situation, UN Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer says the rains are getting heavier and are severely hampering delivery of humanitarian assistance. 

Lanzer warns that any famine would be because of the failure of political leadership to prevent the crisis. 

He predicts famine is likely to strike in early 2015 and says funding remains to be a major concern. 

Toby Lanzer: “The food security and livelihood and the nutrition work is not 50 percent funded that troubles me now we have always said that if there is going to be famine It will more likely to strike at the very end of this year or more likely at the outset of 2015.”

The body of late veteran politician, James Eliaba Surur has arrived in Juba. 
Hundreds of mourners including speaker of the National Assembly Manase Magok Rondiel, Central Equatoria State Govenor Clement Wani Konga ministers and other well-wishers received the body at Juba airport.

A requiem mass is being conducted at All saints Cathedral before the body is taken to his house in Hai Tarawa.

The body will lie in State at the National Assembly tomorrow and be flown to Lainya County thereafter for burial on Saturday.
The late Eliaba passed away in Kampala recently from kidney failure. He was 87 years old.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Staff at Juba teaching hospital went on strike earlier today. 

Work at the hospital was interrupted when staff including doctors, refused to work, complaining of unpaid allowances.

The Director General of the hospital, Wani Lolik Ladu says the problem was resolved after the intervention of the Minister of Health and the Minister in the office of the President.

Ladu says the hospital sought the services of interns and paramedics to attend to patients. 

Marking of the South Sudan Secondary Certificate Examinations 2013-2014 has started today in Juba.

Over 70 teachers drawn from across the country are taking part in the exercise.

Addressing the teachers, the deputy minister in the Ministry of education, science and technology, Bol Makueng, urges the tutors to ensure the marking is conducted in a fair manner.

Bol Makueng: “I trust all of you are competent and loyal to this nation. If you are loyal to this nation, you will never compromise its value. You will not do a bad thing to harm this nation. That is what your loyalty means and therefore the fair marking of papers is a sign of loyalty .That whatever paper you get the real mark that is specifically assigned to that paper according to the performance of that student will have to be regarded as fair as much as possible.”

The undersecretary in the ministry of Education, Michael Lopuke, noted that there were over 13,000 students who sat for the exams this year compared to 18,000 candidates in the previous year.

Lopuke attributed the drop in the number of candidates to the current crisis which started on December.

He acknowledges logistical problem as a contributing factor to the delay in the examination process.

Michael Lopuke: “These current activities or exercises will continue smoothly. We are hopeful that the support that we require will be availed to us as we continue, because the end result of this activity means the certificate that will enable our students to now pursue or enable our students to apply for higher education in various discipline. So this is what we have and we are grateful that this process has started today.” 

The Ministry of Agriculture in Upper Nile has received fuel for farmers.

The State Agriculture Minister, Thou Chan Liyol says the Ministry has received three thousand barrels from the National Ministry of Agriculture, to be used for tractors and other mechanized farming equipment. 

Liyol says the fuel will be distributed to farmers today. 

Chan Liyol: “We received the approved quantity of three thousand barrels and will be distributed to four counties Renk, Maban,malut and Akoka. Famer’s Unions and counties committees will get their share of the fuel from today. After that every county will have a committee to distribute the fuel. Each committee will have representatives from the ministry of agriculture , the agricultural bank and famers.” 

A new water bottling factory has opened in Aweil, Northern Bahr el-Ghazal State. 

The company manager Daniel Tewlde Bitow says 16 of the 18 workers employed are South Sudanese.

Bitow says the factory, the first of its kind in Aweil, will initially produce 800 boxes of water a day before increasing capacity to 2,500 based on demand. 

Daniel Tewelde: “The daily production is according to the demand. Demand is now about 800 hundred crates per day and we are able to make it up to 200 or 2500 crates per a day. We are doing another 1.5 litre bottle and we have a jerry can which is 20 litres. We sell the 1.5 litre care at 32 South Sudanese pounds.”

In regional news, the UN Security Council has extended for the mandate of the African Union-United Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) for one year.

The 15-member body has asked the hybrid operation to focus on its revised strategic priorities.

The mandate of the UNAMID mission was revised in April this year to include mediation between the Sudan government and non-signatory armed movements, in addition to the protection of civilians and facilitation of humanitarian assistance.

The Mission has organized a meeting between Darfur rebel groups and the SPLM-North in order to discuss ways to achieve a comprehensive peace.

And in sports, Cameroon's striker Samuel Eto'o has announced his retirement from international football.

The 33-year old announced on social media that he is ending his international career, further thanking Africa and his fans for their support.

Eto'o signed a two year contract with English Premier League side Everton, on Tuesday.

He made his final appearance for Cameroon against Mexico during last month’s Fifa World Cup. He is also Cameroon's record scorer with 56 goals.

To end the news, the main stories once again.

· Opposition rejects matrix agreement 

· UN suspends flights to Unity state following Tuesday’s helicopter crash 

· Marking of South Sudan Certificate Examinations Kicks off 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex. Good bye for now.
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