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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines: 
· Ministerial team formed to lobby against sanctions
· Youth at most risk of contracting HIV; as South Sudan marks World AIDS day
· Displaced persons in Twic, Warrap State in urgent need of assistance
The government has set up a committee to lobby against looming sanctions against the country. 

The eight-man ministerial committee, led by Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin, is tasked with developing a strategy to prevent restrictions from being imposed by Western countries, as a result of the ongoing crisis. 

This was after the foreign affairs minister presented a report to the Council of Ministers last Friday, indicating a move by countries of the Troika grouping to impose sanctions on account of the slow progress of the peace process and frequent violations of the cessation of hostilities agreement. 

Information Minister Michael Makuei explains the role of the committee.

Michael Makuei: “This ministerial committee will work out strategies and begin to lobby and make contacts with all those concerned. In addition to that, it will also make contacts with the African Union so that all these issues are looked into. They should move from now and till before the end of December… The committee is headed by Marial Benjamin, then Hon. Awan, Riek Gai, John Gai, Justice Paulino Wonawila, Jemma Nunu, Deng Deng and Dr. Salva Jibril.”

As the world commemorates World AIDS Day today, youth have been noted as the group at most risk of contracting the diseases.  

The Deputy Chairperson of the HIV/AIDS Commission, Dr. Achol Ayom, says the young are reluctant to adjust their lifestyle and use protective measures.  

On national prevalence rates, Dr. Ayom says infection rates have gone down from 3 percent to 2.6 percent.  

She says the highest infections are in the Equatoria region.

Dr. Achol Ayom: “We have the highest in Western Equatoria, its 6.8% and then the second is Eastern Equatoria which is 3.4%.  and then the next one is Central Equatoria which is 3%, but the highest we have too is among the military. They are very high, and unfortunately at the borders we have very high prevalence of HIV and we cannot control it”. 

The Episcopal Church of South Sudan and the Sudan has consecrated nine new assistant Bishops. 

This is the biggest number of Bishops to be blessed by the church at one go. 

Speaking after the consecration service at the All Saints Cathedral Church in Juba, Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and the Sudan Daniel Deng Bul said the Bishops are qualified and will make a positive contribution to the church.

Deng Bul: “We made sure that these bishops who have been consecrated have bachelors and Masters in theology so that thing has been taken care of. Well, I want the Christians to welcome them and then work with them for evangelization because those also are going to contribute in bringing peace and unity among the people so that is part of their job.”

The nine Bishops will serve in various dioceses across the country.

Thousands of displaced persons settled in Twic County in Warrap State are in urgent need of food.  

Warrap State Governor Nyandeng Malek says the IDPs, estimated to be about 3,000 in number, have not received food rations since July. 

Governor Nyandeng says she has reported the issue to the national Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs.

Nyandeng Malek: “Before I came here, I was given a report by the state RRC that these people, now as I speak, are hungry. They are starving because of the roads again. Since July, they didn’t receive any ration from any organization or anybody so I have brought this to the attention of the Minister of Humanitarian Affairs yesterday and the SSRRC chairman and they promised that they will do something urgent to deliver food to those IDPs.”

Most of the IDPs crossed into Warrap fleeing violence in neighboring Unity State. 

Authorities in Warrap state have organized a three-day cultural festival to promote peace among communities.

The festival will showcase different dances and traditional practices from different groups. 

The State Minister of youth and culture, Luka Lual Madang says participants have been invited from as far as Lakes State. 

The cultural festival has been organized by the State Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports with support from World Vision organization.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir is calling for a clear programme for the United Nations-African Union mission (UNAMID) to leave Darfur.  
President Bashir told a press conference in Khartoum that the hybrid mission has become a "burden". 

Bashir's government is locked in a dispute with UNAMID over its investigation of reports Sudanese troops raped 200 women and girls in a Darfur village in October. 

The UN mission was set up in 2007 to protect civilians and secure aid to Darfur, which has witnessed conflict since 2003 when ethnic insurgents rebelled against the government complaining of marginalization.
And, police in Egypt used tear gas to disperse protesters angry at a court decision to clear ex-President Hosni Mubarak of charges related to the killing of hundreds of people during an uprising three years ago.

Over the weekend about 2,000 people gathered in Cairo's Tahrir Square, the birthplace of the 2011 revolution and condemned the court’s decision. At least one person was reported killed in the clashes.

Some 800 people are thought to have been killed as security forces battled protesters in the weeks before Mubarak resigned in February 2011.

The court judge said criminal charges should never have been brought against Mubarak. 

The former president, 86, is serving a separate three-year sentence for embezzlement of public funds.

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more:
Samuel Pawon: “Young Stars FC has been crowned champs of the Governors’ football tournament after a 5-4 win against Kenite FC at the Torit Freedom Square. Young Stars won on penalties after official match time ended in a goalless draw. The winning team bagged a cash prize of 3,000 pounds in addition to the trophy.  Speaking after the final match, Eastern Equatoria State Governor Louis Lobong encouraged youth to take the sports seriously, promising his support to all sports activities. Onto basketball, Malakia team beat Gudele United 54-39 points at the Nimra Talata basketball stadium in Juba last evening. Warriors secured match points after defeating Citizens by 56-54 points. In other games, Munuki beat Nassir by 56-42 points while Hilal managed a 55-51 point win over the national engineers.”
To end the news once again the main stories:
· Ministerial team formed to lobby against sanctions
· Youth at most risk of contracting HIV; as South Sudan marks World AIDS day
· Displaced persons in Twic, Warrap State in urgent need of assistance
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.

1

