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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines: 
· Ministerial team arrives in Washington to lobby against looming sanctions
· United Nations speaks out on rumors of making South Sudan a UN protectorate
· Technical fault affects publication of daily and weekly newspapers
A ministerial team established to lobby against western sanctions targeting South Sudan is scheduling meetings with the administration of US President Barrack Obama.  

The committee that left for Washington over the weekend is expected to hold meetings in the White House, the US Congress and various groups with interests in South Sudan.  

Foreign Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Ambassador Mawien Makol Arik says the delegation of five will carry a message that any sanctions imposed could hurt the peace process. 

Mawien Makol Arik: “The message from President Kiir to President Obama is that instead of people sanctioning South Sudan now, it will better if the US government supports the government in these efforts. Especially after the summit that was held in Addis Ababa that paved the green light to the content of the peace, we are wondering as government why these sanctions are again being (brought up again). We are now at the steps to achieving peace in our country. All we need is to tell the government of United States that we need the support rather than sanctions.”  

The Troika grouping comprising the United States, the United Kingdom and Norway threatened sanctions on South Sudan over the slow progress of the peace process and continued violations of the cessation of hostilities agreement. 

United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has dismissed as “false" media reports claiming the UN has a plan to place South Sudan into a trusteeship or protectorate - due to delays in the ongoing peace talks. 

In a statement released on Tuesday, the Secretary General said the UN has supported “the cause of self-determination” for South Sudan from the time of the 2005 Comprehensive PEACE Agreement through to the 2011 referendum and independence. UNMISS spokesperson Joseph Contreras says the reports are false.

Joseph Contreras: “It is not the first time that these rumors have surfaced but UNMISS wanted to set the record straight once and for all that there is no basis to such claims, that South Sudan is a member state of the United Nations in good standing and that neither the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon nor UNMISS is aware of any plan or discussion of a plan to take such a step.” 

The National Legislative Assembly has ratified the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance (2007). 

The charter signed by 15 African countries, bans un-procedural transfer of power such as coups and recognizes peaceful and democratic processes. 

The Deputy Chairperson of legislation committee George Andrea Juma explains to MPs the content of the charter.

George Andrea Juma: “It reaffirms Africa’s commitment to democracy and the rule of law. It is clearly opposed to unconstitutional change of government and provides in article 25 [5] for a possible frame work of international persecution of people who forcefully take over government. It further restates the principle of transparency and accountability in government and provides for the independence of the judiciary. It reaffirms the dependency of the rule of law and calls on the state parties to initiate appropriate measure including legislative, executive and administrative actions.”
The President is expected to write to the African Union notifying the regional body of the country’s ratification. 

Calm has returned to the Atar area of Pigi County in Jonglei, days after clashes between government and opposition forces which resulted in the killing of 50 civilians.

Army Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer told Radio Miraya the situation is relatively calm. 

Philip Aguer: “The security situation is relatively calm in Jonglei and Upper Nile and Unity states. We have not received any reports of security breaching this morning. When we speak about calm security, we mean relative calm. We don’t have any new information about the events of Atar so far.” 

You are listening to radio Miraya news.
All daily and weekly newspapers have not gone to print this week because of a technical fault at the main printing press.

Management of the Universal Printing Press informed its clients of a technical problem at the printer that is currently being resolved.

The Citizen, a daily newspaper is one of the publications affected. The paper’s Deputy Editor-in-Chief Victor Keri Wani says they have not been on the market since Saturday because they do not have any alternatives. 

Victor Keri Wani: “There is no alternative. We used to have our own printer for many of the past years, we have been printing here … because our printer is the older type. We can hardly get spare parts in nearby countries like Kenya and Uganda but we were able to maintain it for a number of years. It was only about six months ago that we switched to this Universal Printing Press because they have got relatively modern equipment.”

Radio Miraya has not been able to reach universal printing press. 

Police in Yambio, Western Equatoria State have arrested more than 30 youth for gambling.  

The arrests follow an order issued by county authorities last year, banning gambling and the playing of cards and dominoes in the town. 

Kuzee John Elia, Yambio County Commissioner says those apprehended will be fined 150 pounds or face a prison sentence to be determined by court.  

Elia says the practice promotes idleness and criminal activity.  

John Elia: “Gambling, which has become a serious issue in the town, encourages theft. Most of the youth who are involved in gambling are more of idlers … The advice I can give to our youth in South Sudan is that they need to use their time wisely; we need to engage in productive activities.”

The Northern Bahr el-Ghazal State Legislative Assembly has unanimously resolved to remove the speaker and her deputy.  

The legislators say Achol William Amuoi and her deputy Nyibol Achor lost direction and were not conducting business effectively.

 The MPs also say Amuoi was frequently absent from the state.  An SPLM party member representing Malual West, William Wel raised the motion for their removal.  

He says the leadership was not effective. 

William Wel: “Our leadership lost their direction and mandate by losing our three powers:  Constitutional powers, self-regulation powers, and for designing unlawful stamp for the Acting Speaker’s Office, which not lawful. It is not in our conduct of business. We were the ones who elected them to these positions and we decided to dissolve them. Some of the Chairpersons were also with us. We dissolved it unanimously without any counter motion was raise by any member of parliament.”
The entire leadership of the assembly, including the chairpersons of specialized committees was also dissolved. 

The position of the Government Chief Whip however was not affected.

Still in Northern Bahr El-Ghazal, the State Ministry of Education has announced results of the South Sudan secondary school examinations.  

Northern Bahr el Ghazal was the second worst performing state, with a pass rate of 58.8%, representing a sharp decline from 80% last year. 

The State Education Minister, Valentino Achak, announced the results. 

Valentino Achak: “Aweil Freedom Secondary School is number one in the state. Second was Saint Maria Goretti Secondary School, with a total performance of 67.5%. Third is Nyamlel Secondary School with a total performance of 56.5 %. Number four was Akol Kuol Secondary School a total of 33.9%.  Fifth was George Kuach Secondary School and 32.2 % was the recorded performance in that school. School number six was Salva Kiir Girl’s Secondary with 32.1%.” 

The Ministry of Health will soon introduce injectable polio vaccines.  

The Director of the Expanded Programme on Immunization, Anthony Laku says the polio injections will be introduced next year to reduce on possible side effects caused by the oral vaccines. 

Meanwhile, the Central Equatoria State Ministry of Health has launched a Polio Immunization campaign.  

Vaccinators will move from door to door to ensure every child under the age of five is vaccinated.  The campaign ends on Friday. 

In regional news, at least 36 people have been killed in an attack on a stone quarry in the Kenyan town of Mandera. 

The victims were non-muslims working in the stone quarry in the northern town. Residents say the attackers from the al-Shabab group shot the non-Muslims dead after separating them from Muslims. 

Al-Shabab said it carried out the attack, blaming the involvement of Kenyan forces in Somalia.

And in sports, a chess enthusiast has said the strategies and the critical thinking employed during the game can help people think twice about their actions and impacts. 

The Chairman of South Sudan Chess Federation, Jada Albert Modi, says when people put thoughts into their actions as chess players do, it will result to a better society. 

Jada Albert Modi: “We are trying to promote the game itself for people to know that critical thinking is very important. Any action that we take we have to look around; what does mean for us as people individual and the society at large? Sometimes we take actions and later on you find that it affects a lot of people but if we’d thought deeply about how it affects other people, positively and negatively – especially negatively – we’d hesitate to take those actions. If we really put the thought that we put in every action that we take we’d have a better society.”  

Meanwhile, the 2014 Chess Champion, Deng Cypriano Cyer, says when the government pay attention to promote and develop the game, South Sudan will lead in East Africa Region.

 
The first National Chess Tournament which ended over the weekend in Juba saw participation of 72 chess players. 

To end the news once again the main stories: 
· Ministerial team arrives in Washington to lobby against looming sanctions

· United Nations speaks out on rumors of making South Sudan a UN protectorate
· Technical fault affects publication of daily and weekly newspapers

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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