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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines: 


· UN launches a multi-million dollar funding appeal to support global humanitarian needs

· UNMISS destroys weapons seized from the protection of civilians sites
· Humanitarian organization IRC reports increase in respiratory tract infections amongst displaced children in Bor
The United Nations has launched a multi-million dollar funding appeal to support global humanitarian needs in 2015.

The appeal covers South Sudan, Central African Republic and Iraq, as well as Afghanistan, Congo, Myanmar, Occupied Palestinian Territories, Somalia, Ukraine and Yemen.

Officially launching the appeal on Monday, UN humanitarian chief Valerie Amos said the UN is looking for more than 16 billion dollars to support the growing number of people affected by conflicts and natural disasters around the world.

Valerie Amos: “If you think about what is happening in those countries, you will see that these are not second order crises. This is why we say we are facing needs at unprecedented levels. The people in these countries and who this appeal intends to help have experienced unimaginable suffering. Millions have been displaced within their countries and across borders.”

Valerie Amos said the UN will continue to put people at the center of relief efforts and do everything it can to respond quickly and effectively.

Meanwhile, the army has dismissed as false reports that the SPLA has imposed new restrictions on humanitarian flights across the country. 

Last week, Brig. Gen Majier Deng Kur, the senior team leader of the government’s Joint Verification and Monitoring Mechanism, said that all aid organizations working in South Sudan will have to declare their cargo when seeking clearance for humanitarian flights.

The Army Spokesperson, Col. Philip Aguer, says this order is intended to ensure that humanitarian flight operations in the country are safeguarded from insecurity.

Col. Philip Aguer: “There is no country where flights are not reported to the security and I think reporting is not denial. The government authorities that are charged with such coordination can discuss anytime. I believe everything between the United Nations and the Government of South Sudan is left for consultation. I believe nobody will obstruct the humanitarian services to our people.”

In another development, the United Nation Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) has today destroyed several weapons and ammunition recovered from the protection of civilian sites in Juba. 

The weapons include 15 AK47, 500 non firearms, 10 pistols plus knives and sticks.

Presiding over the weapons destruction exercise, UNMISS Chief, Ellen Magrethe Loej, said most of the weapons were surrendered by civilians and ex-combatants seeking refuge at the UN sites, since December 15th last year when the ongoing conflict broke out.

Some weapons were confiscated during routine security operations at the UN protection of civilian sites.

Ellen Magrethe Loej: “Today we will destroy the fire arms sized in Juba with the support of the United Nation Mine Action Services. The weapons consist of pistols and AK47 assault rifles. This is the first in series of such weapons and ammunition destruction events that will take place through the month of December. Next week it will be Malakal and then it will followed by similar activities in Nasir, Bentiu , Wau and Bor.”  

Humanitarian organization, International Rescue Committee (IRC), has reported respiratory tract infections are increasing amongst displaced children sheltering at the UN Protection of Civilians site in Bor, Jonglei State.

William Douth, Clinical officer with the IRC says on average 30 percent of his patients are presenting with respiratory tract infections every day.

He said the disease is common during cold seasons and it affects the nose, throat and sometimes the ears. 

William Douth: “Currently we have respiratory tract infections. This is a common disease that affects children and adults also, because of the setup, like this place is very cold, and people are leaving under plastic sheet. Some people they have common cold, so it just spreads like that. And it can cause pus in the children’s ears.”

However he said malaria cases have reduced during dry the season. 

Authorities in Lakes State have disclosed the whereabouts of two MPs who were arrested and detained in October. 

Marial Amuom Malek, a security advisor to Lakes State Caretaker Governor Maj. Gen. Matur Chut Dhuol told Radio Miraya that the two legislators are being kept in Yirol East County. 

Malek says the cause of the arrest remains an administrative matter. 

Marial Amuom: “Everybody in this state knows where these people are. They are in Yirol East. In fact if the family looking for where these people are, it is purely an administrative issue between the police and the family. It is completely very far from my office – it is their responsibility between the family and the police because anybody detained is always being detained under the police”.

MPs Marik Nanga Marik and Isaac Makur Buoc Apac representing Rumbek North and Rumbek East counties respectively were detained in October allegedly on orders of the State Governor.  

A member of the Council of States representing Lakes State, James Magok Ater Malok, says their detention is unlawful.  

Malok says the Council has forwarded the case to the council’s committees of Justice and State affairs for action. 

Ater Malok: “What has happened actually is the violation of the constitution because these two MPs, what could have been done in the first place was to lift their immunity and after that they are arrested with knowledge from the speaker but that process was not done and that is why the speaker has actually forwarded this complaint to the Council of States. The council will look at it and (come up with) a way forward.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
One of the trustees dismissed by the National Islamic Council yesterday says the dismissal is not legitimate. 

On Monday the Secretary General of the Islamic Council dismissed five trustees in the Executive Office of the council.

  

Secretary of Islamic Faith and Da’awa, Jumma Tombe Faraj-Allah claims the Secretary General’s term expired in March this year and he has no authority to make this decision.

Tombe told Radio Miraya that the members of the Executive Bureau of the Council have not held any meeting since August 2013.

Jumma Tombe: “What happened is not legitimate. The last meeting we had was in August 2013. We who were dismissed called the Secretary General for an emergency meeting to be held on the excesses and mistakes which occurred and to discuss those issues, but the news that reached the Secretary General is that Musa Mackur and  Jumma Tombe  are collecting signatures from the trustees for his removal , so he decided to take this action "
The Wau Chamber of commerce is reporting a drop in the price of food and commodities in Wau town, Western Bahr El-Ghazal state. 

Natale Paul Mere, Secretary General for the Chamber, says prices have fallen despite the rise in the dollar exchange rate and shortage of fuel in the town. He says the state governor has given 2,500,000 dollars to the Chamber of Commerce to import basic commodities. 

Natale Paul Mere: “In October and November there was a sharp increase in prices, but today there is a drop in prices. Flour went from 470 and is 320 South Sudanese pounds today. A sack of sugar is260, while a litre of diesel is at nine pounds and petrol at 10 pounds. Some of the fuel stations are functioning. The State Governor has offered$2,500,000 for food commodities, fuel and building material - $500,000 for building materials, $1,000,000 for food commodities, and $1,000,000 for fuel.”
And in international news, people around the world are being urged by the UN Secretary-General to help end corruption and to come together for global fairness and equity.

In his message on the International Anti-Corruption Day, observed on 9 December, Ban Ki-moon says the world and its people can no longer afford, nor tolerate, corruption.

Mr. Ban says that "corruption is a global phenomenon that strikes hardest at the poor, hinders inclusive economic growth and robs essential services of badly needed funds".

And in sports, Freedom Boys FC won its match against Mokongo United FC 3-1 last evening in the ongoing division’s football tournaments, at Budway Stadium. 

In Kuajok, Nassir FC beat Tahrir one-nil in the division two championships played at the freedom square on Monday and Malakia FC beat Torit United FC by one goal to nil in the governors’ tournament played in Torit. In today’s matches, Rhino FC takes on Gangara Emelia in Yambio, while in Kuajok, Eagle faces Kuajok City. Hilal is playing against Young Stars in Torit. 

To end the news once again the main stories: 
· UN launches a multi-million dollar funding appeal to support global humanitarian needs

· UNMISS destroys weapons seized from the protection of civilians sites

· Humanitarian organization IRC reports increase in respiratory tract infections amongst displaced children in Bor

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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