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Good afternoon. It’s 5pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:


· Peace talks to resume next Wednesday as opposition consultations end in Pagak today
· Nearly 200 trucks of fuel expected in Juba in the next few days
· Petroleum and mining ministry to issue licenses early next year
Negotiations between the government and the opposition are expected to resume next week. 
IGAD mediators have invited the warring parties back to Addis Ababa in time to start the next round of talks on 17 December. 

The talks were adjourned for 15 days to allow both sides carry out consultations. 
Abdeta D. Beyene, Chief of Staff of Office for the IGAD Special Envoys says they are working on the agenda.

Abdeta D. Beyene: “We are working on it, what exactly we will be tabling; we are working on it. But you recall the summit ended giving the principals 15 days for consultations expecting that the principals will report back to the summit on the issue. We are thinking about reconciliation, about peace and about resuming negotiations. Let’s keep it at that – we have to be optimistic.”
Meanwhile a consultative meeting called by the opposition ends today.  

The delegates have been gathered in the town near the border with Ethiopia for the past few days deliberating on their position in the Addis peace talks.  

Head of the Opposition Delegation Taban Deng says the delegates are discussing ways of addressing of the root causes of the conflict, accountability and distribution of powers between the President and Prime Minister in an interim arrangement. 

Taban says up to 5,000 participants from in and out of the country are attending the consultations. 

Taban Deng: “The conference is going on well. It is going according to plan. We have an attendance of more than 5,000persons. These people are from all walks of life from South Sudan’s ten states and from Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia and the diaspora. The most difficult areas here are the concerns of the people about accountability – people are asking for justice and accountability. In the area of a structure leadership, people are calling for a structure of President, Prime Minister and Vice Prime Minister, and implementation of a federalism. Immediately after the signing of peace, we must implement federalism.”

The UN mission in South Sudan has reiterated its commitment to assist internally displaced persons seeking safety at its protection of civilian sites, to return to their homes.  
Addressing a press conference today (Thursday) in Juba, the Special representative of the Secretary General, Ellen Margrethe Loej, said the ultimate responsibility for protection of civilians remains with the government, including its national security forces ,the SPLA and the national police service. 
Ms. Loej also notes that the mission will continue to undertake the monitoring and reporting on human rights violations. She says accountability remains a key issue in the country.

Ellen Margrethe Loej: “The mission will work closely with the South Sudan National Police Service to support its pilot programme to encourage IDPS living in out Juba protection sites to return to their specific neighborhood in the national capital. Furthermore and most importantly the protection of civilians, which is the core of the Mission’s mandate is much more than protection of civilians in our camps-it is protection of civilians wherever the need is. Let us not forget that while around 100.000 have sought refuge in UN camps around 1.5 million are internally displaced throughout the country.”
The Special Representative further reported that a much-feared famine has been averted, but cautions that the overall humanitarian situation still remains dire. She says the number of South Sudanese who will be targeted for humanitarian aid next year is expected to exceed four million.

Australia has expressed interest to supporting the country’s mining sector.  
This came after the Australian Ambassador, Geoff Tooth, met Petroleum Minister Stephen Dhieu Dau in Juba. 
Minister Stephen Dhieu Dau says the Ministry will begin issuing mining licenses early next year. 

Two hundred trucks of fuel are expected in Juba in the next two days.  

Petroleum and Mining Minister Stephen Dhieu Dau says the fuel is being brought in from Mombasa , Kenya to ease a current shortage. 

Dhieu says to prevent future shortages; the ministry is working on building a storage facility in Central Equatoria.  

The Minister says land for the depot has already been identified in Nesitu, east of Juba town across the River Nile. 

Stephen Dhieu Dau: “The ministry and the oil company Nile-Pet are working to avail fuel so that citizens do not suffer. Although the fuel scarcity is beyond the control of the ministry, however we made an agreement with the state government in Central Equatoria to allocate a vast piece of land in Nessiro area to build fuel depots to store fuel. We expect the facility will be officially opened in July. Now there is a problem of diesel in the town. We expect the arrival of two hundred trucks of petrol in the next two days”.
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Ugandan business community in Bor, Jonglei State has conducted a peaceful demonstration in protest at the killing of three of their colleagues. 

The three were shot by a Police officer in a market in Bor town.  

Radio Miraya’s reporter Chaplain Nemaya has more in the following report.
Chaplain Nemaya: “The Ugandan business people closed their shops on Thursday and demonstrated on the streets, following the shooting incident that led to the death of 3 Ugandans and injuring of another Ugandan and a businessman from Darfur.  The incident occurred on Wednesday evening at the Marol market in Bor town. The Policeman who carried out the shooting has handed himself over to Police. The cause of the shooting is not clear as Police carry out an investigation. The Ugandan business community on Thursday marched into the Mayor’s office and handed a petition calling for a thorough investigation, more protection and assistance to transport the bodies back home.  I captured the voices of some of the demonstrators.” 

Meanwhile, Bor Municipal Mayor, Nhial Majak says the persons found responsible will be dealt with according to the law. 

Mayor Majak: “We are going to order the police and I am giving this order for all of you to listen: Anybody who is found shooting people in town will be shot. We condemn this thing in the strongest terms possible and the government of Jonglei is going to stand with you and in the case of the bodies to be taken to Juba the government will help you and is going to participate.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “Citizens of Bor showed their solidarity and joined the peaceful protest.  Meanwhile authorities will on Thursday launch a general cleanliness campaign in Bor town. I am Chaplain Nemaya Radio Miraya news.”
In regional news, two Kenyan men accused of stripping a woman in the capital Nairobi have been charged with sexual assault and robbery. 

The bus driver and conductor denied the charges during a court appearance on Wednesday.  They face the death penalty if convicted.
The attack in September sparked protests, with activists claiming that the woman had been targeted for wearing a miniskirt. 

Three other attacks on women, allegedly for wearing mini-skirts, have also been reported in Kenya since September.
In sports, the National football association says it is waiting for formal communication from the Council for East and Central Africa Football Associations (CECAFA) on the status of the CECAFA regional football tournament.  

The tournament was supposed to have taken place from the 24th of November to the 9th of December, but did not take place after hosts Ethiopia withdrew over unclear reasons.  

The general secretary of the association William Akot says they are waiting for CECAFA to clarify on whether the tournament has been postponed or cancelled. 

William Akot: “About the CECAFA, up to now there is no information at all from CECAFA. Whether it has been postponed   or is cancelled, we don’t know because the period already elapsed. It should have started write from 24 November and could have been concluded by end of this week, but there’s no information at all so we are still waiting to hear from them. We know it’s not there anymore because the period has gone. We want to hear from them whether it’s cancelled or postponed for another time –maybe next year, so we are still waiting feedback from CECAFA.”
And, the National Athletics Federation is holding competitions across the country to select athletes for a National athletics team.  

At least 25 participants took part in different categories of competitions at the Buluk playground in Juba on Wednesday evening.  

Kamal John Akol says is the Secretary of the federation. 

Kamal John Akol: “This competition it comes within our program to select our national team, and this is the state number seven to host this competition. In the last weeks we have finalized our programs in western Equatoria and we have chosen the players from Western Equatoria and from Western Bahr El-Ghazal and Warrap and Northern Bahr El-Ghazal. This competition it aims to select our national team which is going to participate on match and on February   in Ads Ababa in African Athletics competitions and in Ads Ababa also the youth international Athletics competition” 

The athletes selected will make up the squad that will represent the country in the 2015 East and Central Africa Athletics qualification competition and the African Youth Championships – to be hosted by Ethiopia. 

To end the news once again the main stories:
· Peace talks to resume next Wednesday as opposition consultations end in Pagak today

· Nearly 200 trucks of fuel expected in Juba in the next few days

· Petroleum and mining ministry to issue licenses early next year

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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