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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines:


· New poll suggests transitional government is a credible solution to the crisis
· Political parties adopt Charter to guide peace and development
· Construction of Juba-Rumbek road to be launched tomorrow 

A new survey indicates that more than half of South Sudanese refugees and internally displaced persons, believe a transitional government is the solution to the current crisis. 

The poll conducted by the International Republican Institute (IRI) states that majority of those who participated in the survey would like peace and security in place before they return home. 

IRI spoke to more than 2,500 South Sudanese at Protection of civilian sites as well as refugees in neighboring Uganda and Kenya.  

Robert Carpenter is the President of Chesapeake Beach Consulting, the company contracted by IRI to conduct the poll. 

Robert Carpenter: “The overall finding is that the refugees and IDPS in South Sudan want peace. That is something they feel is very, very important and at number of different levels, discussing the role of women, whether discussing how South Sudan moves forward or whether a transitional government will work. We saw the issue of peace come time and time again throughout the survey, and that is something very important to the IDPS and refugees of South Sudan. Before they feel comfortable, before they feel their government can move forward , before the country can move forward, peace needs to be established.”

Speaking at the same event, the Director of Center for Peace in the University of Juba, Dr. Luka Biong, says there is need to improve the peace process. 

Biong added that people need to look at other aspects at community level to complement the negotiations.

Roll clip…………………………. Luka Biong: “Democratization within the SPLM is the best way we can move forward, but equality to space, democratic space for other political parties, and involve other political parties. I always believe that the civil society have a big role to play. That role, some of us are very clear, is the issue of advocacy and making sure that any peace agreement that is going to signed (we) watch that it is implemented in the best interests of our people.”

Meanwhile Zacharia Diing Akol, Director of Training in the SUDD institute stressed that the IGAD mediators need to be consistent. He warns that any resolution not based on the countries reality will not hold. 
The survey was commissioned by the United States Agency for Internal Development (USAID).

Seventeen political parties have adopted a Charter to serve as a foundation to achieving peace and development.  

The charter of the National Alliance spells out principles in the areas of security, democracy governance, International relations and the economy that should be respected, to guide the country to progress and prosperity.  

Steward Soroba is a part of the Alliance, and the Chairperson of the United Development Party. 

He says the principles are based on the following basic fundamental freedoms: 

“Guarantee the prevalence of full and absolute security in an environment of the rule of law.  Ensure justice for all characterized by equality before the laws and fighting impunity.  Guarantee that democratic choices are affirmed through free and fair universal adult suffrage, ensure freedom of expression and association and the media.  Adopt all International and regional convenants on human rights and freedoms.” 

As the country prepares to mark the one year anniversary since the start of the conflict on Monday, Bishop Paride Taban says the time for peace is now. 

The Emeritus Bishop of the Catholic Church says South Sudan has had a history of conflict and suffering. 

Paride, also member of the National Commission for Healing and Reconciliation says it is now time for peace and reconciliation.

Paride Taban: “War should end in South Sudan, people should put down the guns and change it to ploughs – people should go to agriculture and many other activities of development like roads and so on. We have already attained our independence and especially for us in the church, who are working for the suffering of the people during the time of colonialism when we were living under slavery – so everybody made effort, not only the church but the whole world worked for this independence.”

Constriction of the Juba-Rumbek road is expected to be launched tomorrow. The 400 kilometer stretch will be tarmacked at a cost of 700 million US dollars.  

Deputy Minister of Roads and Transport Simon Mijok Mijak says the money was sourced as a loan from the Chinese government. Mijak says the repairs are expected to take two years.  

He explains the road will link Juba to several areas in Lakes State, including the proposed new capital in Ramciel. 

Simon Mijok Mijak: “The length of the road is going to be 400km plus other connections to Ramciel. The duration is almost two years because we have work plan being discussed now with the contractors to have three lots of section: To have one station in Juba to Terekeka, another camp in Awerial and another camp will be in Yirol. This road is the first of its kind funded by the government of the Republic of South Sudan, the costing together with Ramciel project is costing seven hundred million US Dollars.”
The contract to fix the road was awarded to Chinese construction company, Shandong Hi Speed Construction Group. 

The company’s General Manager, Bin Zhang says they are committed to delivering high quality work. 

Bin Zhang: “We are quite confident we understand the real needs of the people of South Sudan and we will deliver the solid milestone project to the people of South Sudan. We will deliver this contract. I would to express our grateful greetings to all level of government and the people of South Sudan for your trust to select us as a contractor to this most important infrastructure sector road.”
President Salva Kiir is expected to launch the repair work on Saturday.  

The bodies of three Ugandans who were killed in Bor on Wednesday have been transported home. 
The three traders were shot and killed under unclear circumstances by a policeman at Marol market in Bor town. 

The Policeman who carried out the shooting has handed himself over to Police.  

The Chairperson of the Ugandan community in Jonglei, Alex Taban, says the Jonglei State government has offered them 30,000 pounds to transport the bodies and assist with funeral arrangements. 

Alex Taban: “(What) the government of Jonglei State has done is they have given us one envelope with 10,000 and another envelope with 20,000 South Sudanese pounds for transportation to Juba, then Uganda and to their burial places in their homeland or wherever they are taking the bodies. The injured are also going. We have one injured person who is going to be treated in our homeland. What I can tell our people is not to take action – the person who did it is at the police station. We shall find out why he did it.”

And, Police and bystanders have been wounded in a gunfight in Kuajok, Warrap State after trying to arrest a criminal suspect. 

The man allegedly resisted arrest and threated to harm a judge with a hand grenade before shooting at the police officers. 

The judge had issued a warrant for the arrest of prison services officer Valantino Akol Akot. However police allege he refused to come when they came to arrest him.  

Criminal Investigation Department Captain Machol Deng Atem, says the situation is now under control. 

Macho Deng Atem: “It was somebody who has violated a law – a prison services officer by the name of Valatino Akool Akot. He was summoned to go and attend the case before and then when he was given the summons. The man became violent. He refused to go and attend and he went to extent that he wanted to threatened the judge with a hand grenade. As he was given a warrant of arrest – during the process of delivering the warrant of arrest – he refused to come to police. He was called and then he cocked his gun. He shot the police who was taking the warrant of arrest, plus two other from the army was where passing by. That was the problem last night.” 

A new health center has been opened in Lobonok payam, Central Equatoria State.  
The heath facility, constructed with support from UN refugee agency (UNHCR) will provide medical services to a population of nearly 20,000 people, including some 4500 returnees. 

The health center, built at a cost of 135,000 US dollars, has been handed over to the Central Equatoria State Ministry of Health.  

The Deputy Director of Primary Health Care in the state Ministry of Health, Mathew Lobiri Lawrence, says the health center will go a long way in improving health services to the community.  

UNHCR Country Representative Cosmas Chanda encouraged the authorities to ensure the center is managed well and put to good use. 
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Over 24 assistant pharmacists in Rumbek have undergone training on how to manage medicine professionally.

The Lakes State Ministry of Health organized the training with pharmacists, assistants and drugs clerks from all primary health care units in the county to improve the delivery and documentation of medicines to patients. 

Director of Pharmaceuticals in State Ministry of health Dr.Hakim Mkuer Gol says there needs to be  a standard to ensure the safe delivery of medicine to the population 
Dr. Hakim Makuer Gol: “Those areas across the state do not have a standard for medicinal storage. So we went back into training assistant pharmacists, special representative of different facilities, on how to manage the drugs. This actually has paved the way for our staff to be able (to) manage the drugs in a better professional way, whereby on a regular basis they check the store to see which drug has expired...or if there is any damage or whether we need to rearrange for the better feed system in our store.”
In foreign news, a maid in Uganda who was secretly filmed beating a little girl has been found guilty of assaulting the toddler. 

22 year old Jolly Tumuhirwe, told the court she had been driven to attack the 18-month-old because the child's mother had beaten her – something the mother denied. 

Tumuhirwe now faces up five years in jail for committing assault occasioning actual bodily harm. 

She is due to be sentenced on Monday.
And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with a roundup of local events: 

Samuel Pawon: “We start with the Equatoria youth football tournament, where Eagles FC won its match against the Sun team by 2 goals to nil last evening. In other matches, Gumbo FC secured the match points after a 3-2 win over Lologo team at the Zahara playground. Onto the Christmas football championship in Wau, Western Bahr El-Ghazal State; Saint Paul FC beat Holy trinity FC 4-2 on penalties after official match time ended in a 1 all draw.  In other games, Saint Matthew FC defeated Leiola team 5-4. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”
To end the news once again the main stories:
· New poll suggests transitional government is a credible solution to the crisis

· Political parties adopt Charter to guide peace and development

· Construction of Juba-Rumbek road to be launched tomorrow 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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