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Good evening, it’s 5 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news. 

The Headlines


· Nineteen people killed and more than 40 wounded in Cueibet County of Lakes State
· The Army reaffirms commitment to ensure a safe festive season
· Church leaders to commemorate the one year anniversary of December 15
Authorities say at least 19 people have been killed and 48 wounded in Cueibet County of Lakes State in violent clashes late last week. 

The community says the death toll could be as high as 24 people in the conflict which lasted for three days.

Acting Minister of Information and Communication Dhieu Wal says the details of causalities are yet to be established and a number of forces have been deployed to the area. 

He says the fight is believed to be a revenge killing between two Payam of Abiriu and Duony payam.

Wal: “What happened, it was one person started to kill two people in Abiriu payam headquarters that was the cause of the conflict. It was a revenge and it has (occurred) consecutively, from dates of 11, 12 and 13. The clash has been going on in that area, (and) … we have about 19 (casualties). What I received from the authorities in the area. They did not ascertain exactly how many wounded from both sides.”
The joint security forces have assured citizens they will continue efforts to secure the city of Juba throughout the Christmas holidays.


SPLA Spokesperson Colonel Philip Aguer says the security situation is stable in all states and there are no new reports of violations in the past two days. 
He is calling on citizens to celebrate the holiday without fear.
Aguer: "The security situation is reassuring in all states and we hope to be quiet during the days of Christmas. The atmosphere will be appropriate for Christian citizens to celebrate the glorious birthday. The time of fear has gone because the events occurred on the Sunday night last year. Yesterday there was no sound of firing, not even a single shot has been heard and the atmosphere was quiet at night. Security joint forces are patrolling the streets of Juba day and night and will continue."

A government event scheduled to take place at Dr Garang Mausoleum to commemorate the first anniversary of the conflict has been called off.

The Office of the President had earlier announced that an event would be held today to remember the day the conflict broke out on December 15 last year.

However, the press secretary of the president, Ateny Wek Ateny, says events to mark the day will be organized by the church.

Ateny: “The churches are taking the lead. That’s one. Number two is that what happened on the black Sunday is not anything that you want to tell the people of South Sudan, that it should be a national holiday, given that it was an attack on the constitution and was an attack on the innocent people by the perpetrators of injustice. So the public themselves were against, you know, the fact that this is not a good day to celebrate. It is a very bad day, it is a mourning day and therefore the church is now taking the lead in the process so that they invoke almighty God to come in and help the people of South Sudan.”
The Auxiliary Bishop of the Juba Diocese has called on the people of South Sudan to open a new page of peace, forgiveness and reconciliation.

Speaking to Journalists after a memorial prayer at Saint Teresa Cathedral to remember those killed on December 15th 2013 in Juba, Bishop Santo Loku Pio said that people should embark on rebuilding themselves and live in harmony.

Loku: “And I think this year we want to encourage our people not to let us keep this day as the day of grudges, but the day of peace, the day of reconciliation, the day of togetherness. We’re beginning nine days of consecutive prayer for peace and for Christmas. Throughout these days as we pray for the **** of Christmas, our people will begin to appreciate one another and try to reconcile and try to build this nation.”
Meanwhile, the Imam and preacher of the Kuwait mosque in Juba, Sheikh Abdullah Hou Majok, have called negotiators to put the country's interest in mind to achieve lasting peace.

Majok told Radio Miraya that citizens should communicate with each other and avoid tribal sentiments.

Mjok: "We hope that these events had not occurred and we would have liked stability and development to come to our country, but the aspirations of individuals wanted to jump over people’s skulls to the pinnacle of power. We advise our people to forget tribalism, stay away from regionalism. And politicians who created obstacles in the country that affected the ordinary citizen, who does not know anything. We therefore appeal to those who have the political opinion to be correct and not the owners of sedition and strife. "

You are listening to Radio Miraya news
The UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, has also asked leaders of the warring sides in the ongoing conflict to agree to an inclusive, power-sharing arrangement.

The UN Secretary-General said there is an urgent need to begin a transitional phase of governance, which will address both the root causes of the conflict and ensure accountability for the crimes committed over the past year.

Ban Ki-moon has also called on the international community to put its collective weight behind the IGAD mediated peace process.

Tens of thousands of South Sudanese have died, 1.9 million people have been displaced by the conflict, and millions more have become vulnerable to food insecurity. 
Central Equatoria State Anti-Corruption Commission has taken the Community Empowerment for Progress Association, or CEPO, to court for failing to pay salaries to 11 staff members of the Commission over the past five months.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, the Chairperson of the Commission, Emmanuel Khamis Richard, says they have written three letters for a meeting, but CEPO has been unable to attend.

Richard: “In the agreement, these Anti-Corruption Officers are recruited and their salaries are to be paid by CEPO. So the agreement was very clear. We identified competent individuals as Anti-Corruption Officers. Their salaries are to be paid by CEPO because the government is in crisis. It has no funds to recruit more and pay more staff. That is why CEPO expressed that willingness to help us pay them in order to help the commission strengthen its presence in the state. It was something that CEPO accepted and committed itself to. CEPO started paying for up to five months. But then after the five months it started failing to pay.”

Meanwhile, the Communication Officer for CEPO, James Hitler, says the organisation was in the process of responding to the issue of the payment of staff.

Hitler: “CEPO is an institution, but what also has beaten understanding is, you know, the communications are personalized. You know the Chairperson was communicating directly to the Executive Director and sometimes the Executive Director may not be in. And if it is to be tabled at institutional level, some of us could have jumped in. Like of recent the latest we received, even Human Resources acted and the arrears were to be cleared, but surprisingly we received the summons, so we also thought it wise that we have to first go and see and listen to the Court and get the advice from there before we could act.”
A three-day cultural festival has ended in Warrap State. The festival was held to teach people the importance of traditional dances, with performances from Lakes and Unity state, Abyei region and the Shilluk community.

Warrap State Governor Nyandeng Malek Delic says the festival was intended to promote peace, unity and reconciliation.

Delic: “The purpose of this occasion was meant to promote peace, unity and harmony among citizens of South Sudan not Warrap state as it was shown in dances. We had Shola from Upper Nile, we had Nuer from Unity and we had other people from Lakes state and all others participated here.”

David Deng Mading, a physically disadvantaged youth, was recognized for his outstanding performance at the festival.

Mading said the vulnerable people should not live in pity but rather utilize their talents.
Mading: “I will encourage them to make their art to be very strong, to do their work … to do something like me so that they will be happy when they choose me to be a leader of the vulnerable. I will serve everyone, her or him, I will serve them.”
And in foreign news 
A Ugandan maid has been sentenced to four years jail for assaulting a toddler, in a case which sparked national outrage after a video was released.
Jolly Tumuhirwe, 22, was filmed beating, kicking and stamping on the 18-month-old child. 

On Friday, she said the attack was revenge after she alleged she was beaten by the child's mother. 

Chief Magistrate Lillian Buchan told Tumuhirwe she had committed an "unjustifiable and inexcusable" crime.
To end the news, once again the main stories:
· Nineteen people killed and more than 40 wounded in Cueibet County of Lakes State

· The army reaffirms commitment to ensure a safe festive season

· Church leaders to commemorate the one year anniversary of December 15

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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