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Good afternoon, it’s 1.00 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya News. 

The Headlines
· Government rejects an arms embargo being imposed by the European Union.
· Save the children is calling on parties to the conflict to ensure the protection of children
· UN Humanitarian coordinator says 1.8 billion dollars is needed to support aid relief operations in South Sudan
The government has rejected an arms embargo being imposed by the European Union. 

On Monday, the European Union declared an arms embargo on South Sudan, and invited all key international partners to consider this measure. 

The European Union head of delegation to South Sudan, Stefano De Leo, says the arms embargo is a measure being taken to push the government to expedite a peace deal and end the suffering of the people. 

De Leo: “This is not a punishment, but this is a measure to make possible adoption faster if necessary. I suppose that if both parties are not violating agreements, are sitting together and are adopting a positive stand, no need for further measures will be necessary. Depends on the situation. The more the time goes, the more the suffering of the population goes on as well.”   

Responding to this measure, the Spokesperson of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawien Makol Ariek, said the government is opposed to the arms embargo and that it is working to end the conflict. 

Ariek: “We are totally opposed to any arms embargo, any sanction for that matter that the international community is preparing to impose on the government of South Sudan. Because as the government we are seeking for support, not sanctions, and we have seen that sanctions have been hanging around. The reason for the sanctions of course is to try to bring the parties to the table, but at this juncture the government is not refusing the peaceful settlement of the conflict. We are instead helping the efforts to come true.” 
The SPLA-in-Opposition is expected to put forward a five-point demand plan when the peace talks resume today,-Wednesday.

Taban Deng Gai, chief negotiator for the Sudan People's Liberation Movement-in-Opposition (SPLM-IO), outlined the demands at a news conference in Addis Ababa on Tuesday.

Sworo Charles has a report

Sworo’s report:

Taban says the demands include the formation of a council of ministers, a "two-army arrangement" during the interim period, and ceding executive power to incumbent South Sudanese President Salva Kiir. He however said that this will be on condition that the president will share his powers with a prime minister for a transitional period.

The SPLA/M-in-Opposition is also demanding for compensation, reparation and formation of a federal system with 21 federal states.

Taban says the demands are intended to pave the way for a compromise to end the ongoing political conflict.

Taban told reporters that the SPLM-in-Opposition held consultations in Pagak, along the border between Ethiopia and South Sudan, and agreed that the demands should be raised at the talks expected to resume today.

The third phase of the peace talks comes after a month-long recess during which negotiators returned home for consultations with their respective constituents.

Sworo Charles reporting for Radio Miraya News .
The children’s agency, Save the Children, is calling on all the actors in this conflict to increase their efforts to ensure the protection and care of children who have been affected in this conflict.

The call by Peter Walsh, Save the Children’s Country Director, comes amid concerns about an emerging child protection crisis in South Sudan.

Walsh says the state of children in South Sudan has deteriorated significantly over the past one year of conflict and the future of an entire generation of South Sudanese Children is at risk.

Walsh: “Children are innocent and are at the greatest risk of harm in a conflict scenario, including child labour, early marriage, sexual violence and recruitment and use by armed forces and groups, and this is happening. The situation of children has significantly deteriorated and the future of an entire generation of South Sudanese children is at extreme risk.”

Save the Children estimates 400,000 children in South Sudan have dropped out of school as a result of the conflict, while 50% of the internally displaced and 70% of refugees are children.  

The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan Toby Lanzer, says $1.8 billion dollars is needed to support aid relief operations in South Sudan.

Addressing a news conference in Juba on Tuesday, Lanzer said donors have already given $60 million dollars and an additional $600 million dollars is needed by the end of February to reach more people by road and pre-position supplies for the rest of the year.

Lanzer: “We are going into January able to keep our operations running, but by the end of February we need $600 million dollars to make sure that we can really make the best use of the dry season, reach as many people as possible in need and pre-position assistance so that once the rains come and people start planting, once the rains come and the roads get worse, we have already prepositioned assistance in key areas, so that the aid operation can keep working in a cost effective manner.”

Gunmen have stormed the residence of the Bishop of the Episcopal Church of Sudan in Yei River County and robbed him of cash and property.

The loot from Bishop Hillary Adeba’s house includes a Toyota Land Cruiser car, laptop computers and more than 3,000 pounds.

Yei River County Chief Inspector of Police Col. Jeremiah Maker says the gunmen were intercepted and arrested just as they fled out of Yei.

He explains what happened.

Maker: “There is a group of criminals broke in the house of the Bishop and they took from him a lot of money, a laptop and a car. We blocked all the roads in Yei up to this morning at 5:00 am. The car has been captured in Bungu area so now my force has left for Bungu to bring the criminals and the car.”

In other news, the Chief Inspector of Police Yei County, Jeremiah Maker, says a comprehensive security plan has been drawn to ensure safety during the Christmas period.

Maker says security patrols will be beefed at worship centers and at key government installations.
You are listening to Radio Miraya news
In a related development, highway robbers targeted five vehicles along the Juba-Kajo-Keji Road on Tuesday, and made off with money and mobile phones.

The incident happened on Tuesday, where a driver working with Kajo-Keji transport association escaped unhurt and narrated the incident to the Member of Parliament for Kajo-Keji County in the State Assembly, Dabe Francis Elisama.
Quoting this driver, Dabe Francis Elisama said eight robbers stopped the vehicles and robbed the passengers.

Elisama: “One of the drivers of Kajo-Keji Transport Association Company happened to be with me in my house when they were on their duty going to Kajo-Keji. They fell in the hands of the robbers. These robbers, according to him, happened to be some organized youth from the cattle keeping communities. When they were almost crossing a stream so as to reach a place called Moyo Sukun, they found these youth there and then they stopped the car. So they took money from him and then some telephones also from the passengers. They were not beaten but they took the money and then telephones from the passengers.”

The acting Governor of Unity state, Wal Yach Gatkuoth, says the security situation is normal and calm across state.  

Wal told Radio Miraya that opposition and government forces are in contact with Unity state officials and the forces are both respecting the ceasefire.

Gatkuoth: “The government has laid down the strategies on how to deal with the security situation. Our forces and rebel forces from some part of Unity state are even in physical contact. Our forces sometimes go up to where they are and the forces belong to the rebels. They even came sometimes to where our forces are. This is telling us that the security is normal and calm right now.”

The acting Governor of Unity state is also appealing to humanitarian agencies to assist people returning to their homes in Bentiu and Rubkona towns.
The suspension of salaries for the Lakes State detained MPs has sparked off a fit of anger in the Lakes State parliament.

On Monday, Lakes State Assembly Speaker Baipath Majuec Rielpou said the Caretaker Governor, Matur Chut Dhuol, ordered the Finance Minister to freeze the salaries of two detained MPs - Marik Nanga Marik and Makur Buoc Apac.

But the head of the legal affairs committee of the Lakes state parliament, Mading Malual-yom, said the decision taken by the caretaker governor is unlawful.

Malual-yom:  “According to the law I know, you cannot detain the salary of somebody or salary of a Member of Parliament while he has not been convicted by the court. If they were taken to court and convicted then their salary can be stopped. That is very clear.”
Representatives from the Dinka Malual and Misseriya have voiced their commitment to support a peaceful migration of the Misseriya nomads to the Dinka Malual occupied areas in Northern Bahr el Ghazal state.

This commitment was announced on Tuesday during the opening of a three-day pre-migration conference in Wanjok Town of Aweil East County, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. 

Jubara Norein Jebril, Secretary of the Misseriya Peace Committee, said that the annual meetings between the Misseriya and Dinka Malual seek to find ways of aiding peaceful migration and co-existence between the two neighboring communities.

Kuel Aguer Kuel, the Caretaker Governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, urged the two communities to live in harmony and avoid any support for dissident groups.

Kuel:  “We are telling them as soon as you enter into this country we will not charge your cattle. We will not charge you a grazing fee. We will only allow you to stay here because we know that if we don’t allow you to come your cattle will die and that will affect your livelihood in the area. The other thing I told them is that they should not allow any dissident of South Sudan to be in their areas. Likewise as the government of Northern Bahr el Ghazal state, we will not allow anybody who is the enemy of the government of Sudan to be in our land. So we are telling them that as a community, you talk to your government not to allow this to happen because we don’t want any fighting along the border.”
Youth in lakes and Warrap states are calling for harmony and forgiveness at a peace conference in Rumbek . 

The conference attracting more than 1,200 young people from various catholic dioceses in the two states was attended by Nucio, his Lordship Archbishop Chlers Valvo, the Vatican representative to Kenya and South Sudan.

The Coordinator for the Diocese of Rumbek, Father John Mathiang Machuol, says the church should act as an instrument to bring peace among warring communities.

Machuol: “This congress was very particular this year and the theme of this year. We chose do everything possible on our part to live in peace with all so we help young people. We gathered here 1,203, which came to the youth congress from Warrap State and Lakes State. These young people throughout this period have been taken by many people presenting them many topics regarding how to make peace, our attention for the question. We need peace, need reconciliation. We need harmony among our people within our community to preach this message of peace and reconciliation in Lakes State and some parts of Warrap State.”

And in foreign news
A former Congolese army officer has been sentenced to life imprisonment for crimes against humanity, including rape, sexual slavery and murder.

The UN Radio reports that Bedi Engangela committed the crimes in South Kivu province in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) between 2005 and 2007.

Also known as "Colonel 106", his conviction by a military court was welcomed by the UN Mission in the country, MONUSCO.
In sports
Barcelona FC entered the semifinals last evening after a 1-nil victory over Lologo team, in the ongoing Equatoria youth football tournament.

While the Eagles FC has qualified to same stage after a 5-4 win over Hi Zendia.

On to the Dr, Biar volleyball tournament, Gudele team beat Rainbow 3 sets nil last evening at Nimra Talata volley court.

Today Bilfam team takes on El Usud team.

To end the news once again the main stories:
· Government rejects an arms embargo being imposed by the European Union
· Save the children is calling on parties to the conflict to ensure the protection of children
· UN Humanitarian Coordinator says 1.8 billion dollars is needed to support aid relief operations in country
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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