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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm. I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news. 

The Headlines

Three people killed and one wounded in Rumbek
Constitutional Review Commission suspends civic education due to insecurity and funding crisis
Western Equatoria announces traffic plans for the Christmas festive season
At least three people have been killed and one person wounded in separate violent incidences in Lakes State. 
The Commissioner of Cueibet County, Isaac Mayom Malek, says an unknown gunman killed one student in a road ambush, while in another incident a person sleeping in Kubir William was attacked and killed and a woman injured.

In a separate development in Rumbek East County a man was killed during an attempted robbery. 

The occupants of the house allegedly defended themselves and killed the intruder when he attempted to enter the property.
At least three South Sudanese nationals are known to have been injured in a blaze that filled a refugee camp in Al Takamul, in Hai Yosif area East of  Khartoum town. 

Kabi Jeremiah, a humanitarian officer attached to the South Sudan Embassy in Khartoum, told Radio Miraya that a fire broke out at the refugee camp sheltering South Sudanese refugees. He says that the fire destroyed  a lot of property, but adds that no lives were lost.

Jeremiah: “The fire at the refugee camp of nearly 6,500 stranded  South Sudanese who were preparing to return  home after  the independence, the fire yesterday burned  down hundreds makeshift houses but caused light   casualties. Only three people were seriously burned. Preliminary investigations say the fire was caused by  a power failure in one of the temporary houses getting power from a neighbor.”
The ongoing conflict in South Sudan has taken a heavy toll on the activities of the South Sudan Constitutional Review Commission.

Addressing a news conference in Juba this morning, the Chairperson of the National Constitutional Review Commission, Prof Akolda Man Tier, said the commission has suffered a setback after some funding agencies like the United States Agency for International Development, USAID, withdrew their support for the commission’s activities.

Tier: “The funding agencies have stopped helping the NCRC. Funding agencies like the USAID and other agencies which were helping us, they have stopped that assistance … They are no longer with us here in South Sudan. And in the absence of financial assistance from the funding agencies it is unlikely that the government of South Sudan can alone undertake civic education.” 

Prof Akolda, says civic education has been suspended due to the conflict.

Tier: “The conflict has prevented the NCRC from carrying out countrywide civic education on constitutional issues through seminars and workshops in the ten states of South Sudan. These seminars and workshops are intended to collect views from the ordinary people of South Sudan about what kind of the constitution they want for South Sudan. In a country where the vast majority of the people cannot read and write, the only alternative is really through face-to- face with people through seminars and workshops.” 

The Mandate of the National Constitutional Review expires on 31 December and it is not yet clear whether this mandate will be renewed.

The United Nations women’s organization in collaboration with government has inaugurated a nationwide Civil Society Advisory Group for Women.

The members come from faith-based, community and civil society groups and will work to advise UN Women on how to address the issues affecting women and girls around the country.
Country Representative for UN WOMEN in South Sudan Izeduwa Derex-Briggs says the chapters around the country will bring information from the grassroots level to national attention.

Izeduwa: “They would look at UN Women’s program and our policies and see if they are in line with the national agenda for the country they would be the interlocutor between us UN Women and government. Many of them are at grass roots level, so they will also be able to tell us what is happening at grass roots level and how we need to address these issues. We have people from academia. They will be able to do analytical research for us, you know, so we have evidence of interventions that can help to move the development agenda for women and girls.”


The inaugural Chamber Quality awards will be held this evening to recognize the best companies in the country.
The awards have been organized by the South Sudan Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture.

The secretary general of the chamber, Simon Akuei Deng, says the Quality Awards 2014 is aimed at encouraging innovations in investment, employment and taxation.
Deng: “We are looking at those companies that will be able to invest and create employment, perform the regulatory requirements like paying taxes to the government and employ the South Sudanese nationals. Within that, in the process of us doing research, we also discovered some companies have gone further to just pick any South Sudanese that need a job and trained. Those are the companies we are looking for.”
The National Council of Higher Education meets in Juba this week to discuss progress reports from the five national universities
The National  Minister of Education , Science and Technology, John Gai, says the fourth meeting of the council will discuss the possibility of establishing a faculty for oil and  mining in the University of Juba in 2015  in collaboration with  the Chinese National  Petroleum Company. 
Gai: “The meeting of the council will endorse the previous resolutions and from now we are going to discuss the statement of the chairman of the council. The vice chancellors of the national universities will present their reports  towards  the end of the day. After that, the council will issue its resolutions. Among other issues we  will discuss is the plan of the ministry  in collaboration with the  Chinese oil company to establish a faculty of  oil and mining and geology.”

Meanwhile, 100 students are competing to win 60 technical scholarships in Ethiopia.

The director of training in the national ministry of education, Benjamin Gabriel, says the students will win    places in the Ethiopian Technical Institute.

He says candidates began sitting for a test conducted by a team from the Ethiopian institute at the University of Juba today and final tests will be held tomorrow.
You are listening to Radio Miraya news
In Yambio, Western Equatoria state, police have made plans for the busy Christmas period on the roads. 

Extensive liaison with the police, motorists and residents groups will be raised to reduce the impact of festive congestion.

Hissein Girisi Yambio, the Director of traffic police in Western Equatoria state, says five roundabouts have been established in strategic places to control accidents in the State. 

A business exhibition has opened in Wau with more than 100 women displaying agricultural produce.

The one-day business exhibition is organized by Women Development Group and OXFAM organization in Western Bahl El Ghazel state.

Rabha Elis Bandas, the Director of Women Development Group in WBGS says the exhibition is intended to boost skills of local vendors.

Bandas: “We have taken a group of women from markets of Salam, Lokloko, Jau and Nazareth, 200 women. We trained them in business because women have the most responsibilities … and they are doing small business. But how will their business succeed? That was a challenge facing them. That is why the project has trained  200 women in business, how to do savings and do their business attractively so that they can get marketing.”
And in foreign news
Donors are being urged to "dig deep" and to contribute generously to the UN's Central Emergency Response Fund.

The UN Secretary-General spoke to representatives from UN Member States, foundations and the private sector at a high-level meeting organized by the UN's humanitarian office on Wednesday.

Ban Ki-moon said the CERF is one of the most effective tools the organization has to help people who face the immediate, devastating effects of natural disasters, armed conflict and chronic emergencies.

Ki-moon: “We cannot predict what new disasters may strike in 2015. What we do know is that millions of people will continue to need help. Now, more than ever, it is essential that every dollar spent on humanitarian aid is spent to maximum effect. I urge you to dig deep, and to contribute generously to this proven life-saving fund.”

The UN chief added that so far this year, Member States have donated more than 460 million US dollars for CERF-funded operations.

In 2015, the target is to rise once again to support the 100 million people in need of aid worldwide.
In sports
In the ongoing Christmas football tournament in Torit, Eastern Equatoria state, Kenite FC has qualified for the final match after a 1 nil victory over Hilal team.

Gumbo FC went through to the finals after a 3 nil win over Kator FC in a match played at Zahra playground in the Equatoria youth championship.

On to Dr. Biar volleyball championship in Juba. El Usud team beat Bilfam team 3 sets nil last evening at Nimra Talata volleyball court. 

 In today’s matches, Eagle United FC takes on Barcelona team at Zahra playground, while in Torit Kuku Stars faces Valcano and at Nimra Talata volleyball court cobra team will play against Rainbow team.
To end the news once again the main stories:

· Three people killed and one wounded in Rumbek
· Constitutional Review Commission suspends civic education due to insecurity and funding crisis
· Western Equatoria announces traffic plans for the Christmas festive season

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex. 
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