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Good evening, its 5pm. I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news. 

The Headlines
· Police establish emergency courts to try suspects of New Year’s shooting
· Security team assesses damage caused by recent aerial attack in Raja County
· Lakes State caretaker Governor dismisses entire cabinet
The Police are to establish emergency courts to try suspects arrested in connection with shooting at the start of the New Year.

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Henry Danima says officials from the various security organs met on Thursday and resolved that the special emergency courts be set up in Juba.

Danima says the courts will try both security personnel and civilians involved in the illegal shooting. 

Danima: “We have agreed with them that they are going to form emergency courts to try those misconducting themselves by disturbing the public peace by firing in the air randomly. Most of them have been arrested. Soon you will see them being tried. As we told you we promised the security institutions within the republic and the states we will make this known, the results of these emergency courts that will try the undisciplined members of the organized forces. We will make the results public through the media.”
More than 30 suspects, both civilians and security operatives were arrested in connection with random shooting at the start of the New Year.

Juba Teaching Hospital has received six cases of gunshot wounds following shooting in the town to usher in the New Year. 

The director of Accident and Emergency at the hospital, Dr Abraham Adut, says two females and four males were admitted after being hit by stray bullets. 

Dr. Adut notes their condition is stable. 

Adut: “They actually don’t have any sign of serious injury. We managed some of them. Where bullets were suspicious, we actually removed and they are stable, they are ok. I am trying to review them today. For those whose bullets have been removed I need to review them today of developing any complication. So I guess by tomorrow I will just discharge them because their status is going to be ok. And they ones whose status is ok, already we have sent them home. They are actually fine and we have not received anybody who went and came back with the same complications.”
Meanwhile Juba Teaching Hospital received up to 100 cases of road accidents during the Christmas and New Year period. Dr. Abraham Adut says the cases involve mostly young people, some with open fractures.

A security team has been sent to Raja County in Western Bahr el Ghazal state to assess the damage of a recent aerial attack on the county.  

Raja County Commissioner James Benjamin confirms two civilians were killed and seven others wounded when a plane dropped about 30 bombs on a civilian-populated area of Dem-Jallab, about 35 miles west of Raja town on Wednesday.  

Benjamin says the team will establish the extent of the damage caused.  

Benjamin: “On the 31st,  a  Sudanese Air force  Antinov bombed Dem Jalab area 60 kilometers, killing two people and wounding seven civilians. The plane dropped 36 bombs. We formed a team to inspect the conditions of the people in the area, and the area is calm now.”
IGAD Monitoring and Verification Teams have been instructed to investigate latest reports of fighting in Nassir, Upper Nile State and near Bentiu in Unity State.  

IGAD envoys have released a statement condemning the clashes and have instructed the verification teams to determine responsibility for the violations.  

The envoys have warned both the government and opposition to demonstrate restraint and immediately cease hostilities, in line with their repeated pledges to end the war.  

Army Spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer is calling on the IGAD mediators to emphasize the role of monitoring in order to accurately report which side violates the Cessation a Hostilities agreement. 

Aguer says IGAD and the international community should persuade the opposition to be a part of the monitoring team. 

The army spokesperson also reveals that the shelling in Nasir has stopped. 

Aguer: “It was the shelling of Nasir that has been continuing for some three days. Today we have not received any news of any attack. We have been informing our representatives to the IGAD monitoring team. We hope that the regional and the international community have convinced the rebels of Riek Machar to accept the monitoring because they are not part of the monitoring. We really wanted the IGAD to stress this point of monitoring, so that the two sides are part of the cessation of hostilities monitoring.” 
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Police are investigating the killing of a youth in Morobo County of Central Equatoria State. 

A member of the family who is also a councilor in Morobo, Charles Data, told Radio Miraya the young man was allegedly shot dead as he was arrested on New Year’s Eve, on allegations of causing public disorder. 

Data says the prisons officer who was escorting the victim has handed himself to police as investigations continue. 
The Caretaker Governor of Lakes state, Matur Chut Dhuol, has reshuffled his entire cabinet. 

In a decree issued on Wednesday, all eight ministers have been relieved of their duties with immediate effect, pending new appointments.  

The list includes the Minister of Agriculture who died three months ago and the State Information Minister who was dismissed five months ago. 

The decree further announces the resignation of the commissioner of Rumbek East and the dismissal of the Yirol West county commissioner. 

Deputy Governor Santo Domic Chol says the reshuffle is routine and new appointments will be announced in the coming days.  
Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lomoro has warned that inter-communal violence in Lakes State is hampering development.  

Addressing a crowd gathered at Rumbek Freedom Square on New Year’s Day, Lomoro noted that fighting among communities is discouraging investors and is making it impossible for government to undertake development projects in the state.

Lomoro: “Now all programs of government that we planned -- roads for states, hospitals, schools and agriculture have all stopped.  You are lucky your road from Juba to Yirol and Rumbek is being fixed because it is a national government road. If you don’t stop fighting work on that road will be stopped. You, who are present here, stop that clan fight to avoid this road being constructed as link for development for Rumbek.”

The minister sounded a similar caution to leaders and politicians, calling on them to work for unity. 

Lomoro: “This word is to the leaders, politicians, those governing various institutions and holding ministries. Our children are going naked. They don’t have food, no clean water, and no school and people are fighting every day. There is no reason.  Love yourself and welcome peace. You love South Sudanese as one people. You can manage to live everywhere in South Sudan without anybody discriminating against you. This is love we need in this county and that is a hope to promote development in our country.” 

Speaking at the same event at the Rumbek Freedom Square, Speaker of the State Legislative Assembly Baipath Majuec urged the state executive, legislature and judiciary to cooperate for the sake of peace.  

Majuec noted that 2014 was a challenging year for Lakes State and declared peace for 2015.
Rielpou: “I stressed the year 2015 shall be a year of peace, cooperation and prosperity through the blessing of almighty God. I hope Lakes State with its three pillars of Government that is executive, judiciary and legislature would extend the cooperation in all fields so that our state could develop and enjoy the fruit of peace. I appeal to all the communities of Lakes State to stop fighting themselves and enjoy glorious peace in 2015. We say good bye to the year 2014 and its good parts and gloomy events which befell this Nation. Speaker Baipath urged all communities of Lakes State to work together regardless of their differences to overcome challenges of insecurity facing the state.”
Meanwhile, four people have been killed in the latest sectional violence in Rumbek East County.  

The fighting is reported to have been between youth of the Durbar and Kook-Awac communities in the Dhiakuei area.  

Sources say the clashes were triggered by a dispute over the ownership of cattle.
In regional news
Kenya's High Court has suspended sections of a controversial new security law, saying objections raised by the opposition over the laws' constitutionality should be settled by the judiciary.

The Court judge has suspended eight clauses within the law, pending the hearing and determination of petitions filed by the country’s opposition.  

The proposed law allows terror suspects to be held without charge for one year, up from 90 days and is also said to threaten liberties and free speech.  

President Uhuru Kenyatta signed the new security law on December 19th, saying it did not go against the bill of rights or any provision of the constitution.
To end the news, here again are the headlines:
· Police establish emergency courts to try suspects of New Year’s shooting
· Security team assesses damage caused by recent aerial attack in Raja County
· Lakes State Caretaker Governor dismisses entire cabinet. 

End of Radio Miraya news. Thanks for listening. I am Agole Alex. 
1

