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Good evening, it’s 5 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news. 

The Headlines


· Interior Ministry to investigate reports that uniforms of security personnel are being sold to the public

· Thousands of pupils sit Primary Leaving Certificate examinations in Central Equatoria  
· Secretary General of the Islamic Council dismisses five members in the Executive Office
The Minister of the Interior is to investigate reports that uniforms of security personnel are being sold on the open market.   

This was after Members of Parliament in the National Legislative Assembly raised concern about companies advertising uniforms for sale in the media. 
Interior minister Gen. Aleu Ayieny Aleu told the MPs he will address the issue with the security and defence ministers. 

Aleu says his office has been receiving reports of criminals using military uniforms to commit crimes. 

Still in Parliament, MPs have voted to recommit the International Convention on Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination to the committees of human rights, humanitarian affairs, legislation and justice - for scrutiny. 

The legislators have asked the 3 committees to clarify on whether the convention covers the rights of homosexuals and whether it defines the extent of powers the international court has over signatories. 
Speaker of the assembly Manaseh Magok Rundial has directed for the convention to be presented back to the House on Wednesday.  A section of MPs say the convention is not clearly defined. 

Vox pops: “There is ambiguity here on the right to marry or choice of spouse. No body, no law is going to impose on us homosexualism or the gay right, no, because our constitution overwrites it. As this house goes through the convention and then we get reservations, it is the committee, the one who advises us to make reservations on that.”

The International Convention on Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination, adopted by the United Nations in 1965, commits its members to the elimination of racial discrimination and all other forms of prejudice based on race, gender, color, and any other elements.
More than 10,000 pupils in Central Equatoria State are sitting the South Sudan Primary Leaving Certificate examinations.  

The pupils are writing the papers in all 6 counties, including a center created at the UN protection of civilians site in Juba. 

More than 6,000 boys and just over 3,000 girls have been registered to sit the papers. 

Launching the start of the exams at the Seventh Day Adventist Primary School in Juba, Central Equatoria State Education Minister Hastin Yokwe urged parents and guardians to support their children and give them enough time to study at home.

Yokwe: “I want to appeal to the parents to avail time for their children to study in their houses or in their homes, not to be interrupted, not to be given heavy jobs so that they concentrate on their studies in order for them to pass. And particularly girls. Girls are always disturbed in their families. That is why on many occasions they don’t perform well and we blame them, but we should blame the parents for not being supportive to their girls. And I would wish all students in the state to pass all so that you have the chance to go to secondary school and peruse your further studies.”

This is the second year pupils are sitting the primary leaving exams based on the South Sudan curriculum.  

Nancy Moite is one the pupils before she entered the examination room.  

She told us she is prepared for the papers.   

Moite: “I am Nancy Moite from Seventh Day Adventist School. I am so happy that I am doing exams today, because they say that every journey has an end. I was prepared since I started primary eight, and then I waited for this day and I am happy that it is there today and I am going to do the papers. Especially for girls who have a lot of work to do at home it is right that they should give enough time for their daughters at least to get time to read and focus on their books.”
The National Prisons Service is working towards transforming itself from a prison to a correction facility.  

Spokesperson of the Prisons Service Lt. Col. Rodento Tongun Victorio says inmates will undergo rehabilitation and be taught life skills that will help them rebuild their lives when they complete their sentences.  

Tongun says this will be an ongoing process.  The spokesperson has also announced the graduation of more than 90 prison cadets who have completed a one-year training course at the Rajaf Police Training Academy.   

Tongun: “These new cadets will add value to the present situation for our prison services. Prisons have shifted now from prisons to corrections. It is now we are making prisons to be friendly. Friendly in what sense? Friendly in the sense that rehabilitation has to be at the center of imprisonment. What this rehabilitation? Rehabilitation is teaching life skills to those who have committed or presumed to have committed or broken the law. Those who will graduate are 73 male cadets and 19 female cadets, making the total of 92.”

The graduation will take place this Saturday at Juba National Stadium. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news

The Secretary General of the Islamic Council has dismissed five trustees in the Executive Office of the council.  

This was contained in a decree issued by the Secretary General of the South Sudan Islamic Council, Lt Gen El-Tahir Bior Abdallah Ajak.  

Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual is here with more 

Roll clip………………Reech’s report 5
*******************************************

“The five trustees dismissed from their positions include Mohammed Hassan Abdullah Morgan the Deputy Secretary-General and the Secretary of the States affairs. The Secretary of Islamic faith and Da’awa, Jumma Tombe Faraj-Allah has also been dismissed as well as Musa Al-Makk Kur the Secretary for Foreign relations, Education and religious coexistence.  Others are Nejm-Aldeen Machar Ajong the Culture and Media Secretary and Ali Hassan Ali, the Secretary of Al-Zakat.  The former secretary for youth, Sinein Suliman Yassin who passed away has also been named in the dismissal line up.  No reason has been given for their removal.  The Executive Office of the Islamic Council has 19-members.  I am XXXXX For Radio Miraya News
Authorities in Yei County Central Equatoria State have started consultations to review a proposal to relocate Yei County Headquarters to a new site. 

 In a consultative meeting over the weekend, leaders from the State government, community representatives, and youth groups met to discuss the possible relocation.  

Yei County Commissioner Comas Bidali says the move is intended to bring services closer to the people.  Bidali says a series of consultations are expected before actual relocation. 

Clip………………….Comas Bidali 6
“The meeting resolved that the directive of the governor   on the relocation of yei County Headquarters to yei River County territory is welcomed by the people of Yei River County by then it will be fulfilled later on one after the land location suggested to host the seat has been determined by the department of physical infrastructure through technical feasibility study findings that meeting is setting a process towards resolving a solution to provide a Headquarters to Yei River County”

The Spokesperson of South Sudan Civil Society Alliance says the move by some it its members to remove their chairperson was unconstitutional. 

Speaking on Radio Miraya Breakfast show today, David De Dau, says it’s the National Council of the Alliance which has exclusive constitutional right to impeach the chairperson.

He says vying for higher position in the Alliance could only be done through respect to its constitution.

Clip………………..De Dau 7
“The team actually that came together and purported that Deng Athuai has actually been relieved from his office, they came to me and they briefed me and I told them the best thing you can do, I will call the meeting for the National Council of the Alliance. We have to do things according to the constitution that you have to follow the constitution. That you have to follow the constitution in order to attained to certain height of leadership in the country.  The National Council of that Alliance is in defense of its constitution, that what has been done is something that needs to be constitutionalized.”   

A group of the civil society alliance led by Akuoch Ajang Nyanhom, last week said they had removed Deng Athuai and declared himself the acting executive for the alliance.

A fuel shortage continues to hit Juba.  

Availably of petrol and diesel has been irregular in the National Capital for the past two weeks.  

More in the following report with our reporter Reech Malual.

Clip……………………Reech report 8
“The shortage is crippling public transport as many fight to board the few taxis that are on the road.  Several people I spoke to said they resorted to parking their cars at their residences and either use public transport or walk to their destinations.  Some are of the opinion that fuel dealers are hoarding supplies, while dealers I spoke to say they have not received any supplies.  The price of petrol usually at 6 pounds a liter, is going for up to 40 pounds on the black market.  The Minister of petroleum Stephen Dier Dau on Friday informed cabinet that the Ministry would avail fuel in the next two days.  Minister Dhieu acknowledged the shortage and said the Ministry is doing its best to address the shortage. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya news”.

In regional news, a maid in Uganda who was secretly filmed beating and kicking a toddler has pleaded guilty to torture. 

22 year old Jolly Tumuhirwe, was charged in court with the torture of a girl of 18 months. A video of the assault caused outrage when it was posted on social media. 

The child's father, Eric Kamanzi, had installed a camera in his home after noticing his daughter was bruised and limping. 

Ms Tumuhirwe asked the court, the parents and Ugandans to forgive her. 

The Directorate of public prosecutions was quoted in local media as saying that investigations were still on-going and the charge remains torture under the country’s Anti-Torture Act.
In sports, Samuel Pawon is here with an update.

Roll clip……………Pawon’s report 9
********************************************

City FC managed a 2-nil win over Khor Rumula FC in the opening match of the Equatoria youth football championship, at Juba stadium over the weekend.  In other matches, Kator stars beat  El Shoulla 1-nil while Dawla FC defeated Hi zendeia team 3-2.

In Kuajok, Nassir FC beat Gazala 2-1 and Tahrir FC trashed Jamus team 5-1 while Real Black and Rhino FC ended their match in a goalless draw at freedom square.

Onto basketball, Warrior’s beat Munuki by 48-36, at the Nimra Talata stadium in Juba, while the Black stars defeated    citizens by 57-48.  National engineers secured a 64-56 point win over Malakeia.  Still with basketball, Hilal beat Gudele 78-70 points and Nimra talata won its match against Nassir by 70 – 64 points.

To end the news once again the main stories

· Interior Ministry to investigate reports that uniforms of security personnel are being sold to the public. 

· Thousands of pupils sit Primary Leaving Certificate examinations in Central Equatoria.

AND 

· Secretary General of the Islamic Council dismisses five members in the Executive Office. 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News, I am Susan Dokolo.
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