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Good Afternoon. It is 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.

The headlines
· IGAD releases an agenda for the fifth session of the peace talks
· Intercommunal dialogue in Bor paves way for healing and reconciliation

· Human rights groups call for an end to media restrictions in South Sudan
The Intergovernmental Authority on Development – IGAD -- has released an agenda for the fifth session of the IGAD-mediated peace talks in Addis Ababa.
A press statement issued today states the finalization and signing the Cessation of Hostilities Matrix and negotiations on details of the Transitional Government of National Unity remains high on the agenda for the next round of talks
The peace talks earlier scheduled to commence on 30 July 2014 have been rescheduled to Monday next week

Delegates are expected to arrive in Addis Ababa on Sunday 3 August
Meanwhile, the UK Minister for Africa, Mark Simmonds, has urged all parties to the talks to negotiate in good faith.

Simmonds said in a statement that he recognizes the terrible humanitarian consequences if South Sudan’s leaders cannot find a sustainable path to peace.

The UK minister stressed that the talks must go beyond just ceasefires and set the framework for the lasting peace and good governance that South Sudan so desperately needs. 

He noted the humanitarian situation in that country is already at crisis point with more than 1.5 million people displaced.
A group of women from the Nuer and Dinka communities have met in Bor for a dialogue on reconciliation and healing.

James Apai Ochalla, chairperson of the Peace Commission in Jonglei State, says the  inter- communal dialogue supported by UNDP is  aimed at changing prevailing stereotypes held by the two communities, reducing tensions and engaging both communities in joint activities.

Apai: “We think that it is good also that these women can be brought together with the women, those who are staying in the UNMISS Camps, the Nuer women, and those women in greater Bor so they can talk, share ideas how peace can come among themselves. So we talk and this solution that we are together here at the UNMISS compound and we are talking about this peace.” 

The UN State Coordinator for Jonglei State, Hazel De Wet, says she was happy to see the Dinka and Nuer women meet for the first time since the conflict broke out seven months ago.

De Wet: “To see the women discuss all day is important as part of the individual healing process for the individual women who have gone through major hardships, lost a lot, lost family members, lost their husbands, lost their children. And now they have to see how best they can assist teaching communities at the very low levels of the communities together.”
The Lakes State governor, Matur Chut Dhuol, has relived the Information Minister Marik Nanga Marik of his post, barely four months after he was appointed.

The governor issued a decree on Thursday, but did not state why Marik Nanga Marik is being relieved from his post.

The information Minister was only appointed in March this year. No replacement has been announced.
Two leading human rights organizations are calling for an end to media restrictions in South Sudan.

This call is contained in a joint report released last evening.

Sworo Charles has the details.
Sworo:
Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch documented unlawful restrictions on expression and the media since the conflict began in December 2013.

In a joint report released on Thursday, the two leading human rights organizations say the war has had a direct impact on South Sudan’s media.
The reports says many journalists have been displaced due to the fighting or forced to leave the country, including because they are afraid they will be targeted based on their ethnicity. 

The report also cites the damage and destruction of media infrastructure, including radio stations in Leer and Malakal in Upper Nile State and in Bor, Jonglei State.

Elizabeth Ashamu Deng, South Sudan researcher at Amnesty International, says the government clampdown on the media takes place at a time when South Sudan most needs independent voices to contribute to discussions about how to end the political crisis and internal armed conflict.

Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch are asking South Sudan’s National Security Service to stop seizing and shutting down newspapers as well as harassing, intimidating, and unlawfully detaining journalists.

The two bodies are also asking the AU Commission of Inquiry to ensure that violations of freedom of expression are addressed in its research.

The two human rights agencies conclude by asking members of the national Legislative Assembly to ensure that the National Security Service Law complies with international human rights law and standards.

Sworo Charles for Radio Miraya News.
A new police office for the three Equatoria regions has been officially opened in Juba. 

Presiding over the opening ceremony at Jebel Kujur, the Deputy Inspector General of Police, Andrew Kuol Nyuon, said the new office will ease coordination of security operations in the Equatorial region.
Police in Rumbek town have arrested 80 people for their alleged involvement in criminal activity.

The suspects were arrested during a three-day security operation in Rumbek town.
The Inspector of Police in Rumbek Central County, Mayoum Gop, says the majority of the suspects are accused of theft and elopement.
Gop: “The number in police this morning was high, 82 people arrested, so my officers and investigators went to the custody and I went with them just to spate the cases and direct the cases to the prosecutors so that prosecutors direct them to the court. So we have been busy this morning and that is why you see many people. The complainants are following their cases. Also, we are doing our best to separate cases and take cases into the court.”
In foreign news

The World Health Organization – WHO -- says the risk of the Ebola virus being transmitted by airline passengers travelling from the affected countries remains low, but cannot be ruled out.

WHO is urging health authorities and airlines flying from the affected countries to be extra vigilant.

Gregory Hartl, WHO spokesperson in Geneva, says the organization says the Ebola outbreak in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone remains precarious with ongoing community and health facility-transmissions of infection.

Hartl: "The risk of someone travelling by air who is already infected with Ebola is quite low. You need to touch someone who is visibly ill or come in contact with their bodily fluid in order to get sick yourself. If you were to touch someone you normally would get sick quite fast, so we think that the risk of their being cases exported by air is rare, although it may happen. WHO has been in contact with its sister UN organization for airlines, ICAO, and has also been in contact with the organization that represents the airlines IATA, and together they are looking at precisely these questions and we will update our advice on airline travel in the coming days."

Liberia and Sierra Leone have declared a public health emergency and quarantined the epicenters of the outbreak.
And in sports

AtLabara FC is still leading the race Division One football championship with 16 points.

AtLabara drew 1-1 against Nassir FC on Thursday at Juba Stadium. Nassir FC scored in the first half of the match, while at Labara FC managed to equalize in the second half.

Nassir FC remains in the third position with 14 points.

In today’s match, Hilal FC takes on Talanga FC.
To end the news, here are the main stories.

· IGAD releases an agenda for the fifth session of the peace talks
· Intercommunal dialogue in Bor paves way for healing and reconciliation

· Human rights groups call for an end to media restrictions in South Sudan
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. From me Susan Dokolo. 
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