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Good afternoon. Its 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Delegations wait for IGAD communication on resumption of talks  

· Security organs lay out plan for Independence Day celebrations 
· County administrator injured as he implements Shisha ban in Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
Government and opposition delegations are still awaiting communication from IGAD mediators on the start of the next round of peace talks.  

Initial reports had said the talks would resume in Addis Ababa today (1 July), but IGAD mediators later adjourned the talks indefinitely, amid concerns by the opposition regarding the selection process of participants involved in the inclusive dialogue.  

The spokesperson of the government delegation, also government spokesperson Michael Makuei says they are yet to receive communication from the mediators on when the talks will resume. 

Michael Makuei: “We are not leaving soon.  We are not yet informed when we are going back.  When we had a break, we were told to wait till further notice.  So far, we have not been notified” 

Security preparations for the third Independence Day anniversary celebrations are ongoing.  

Army Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says there will be a joint security operation involving the army, the police, the fire brigade and the organized forces. 

Aguer says this year is unique because of the conflict, but says security will extensively be taken care of. 

Col. Aguer: “It will be 100 per cent attended to because this year we have witnessed insecurity in Juba but it has gone down. The situation has improved and we have confidence that the celebration will be conducted in a calm atmosphere. All the security organs will do their best to enable the people of South Sudan to enjoy peaceful celebrations.”

South Sudan will mark its third Independence Anniversary next Wednesday, the ninth of July.  
Two people were killed and seven others injured in a communal fight in Aweil South County, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. 

The fight was sparked off when the county administrator attempted to implement a local order banning the smoking of shisha at the home of a resident.  

Radio Miraya’s Achirin Achirin is in Northern Bahr el Ghazal and now reports

Achirin Achirin: “County Commissioner Mangok Yel confirms the incident. Yel told me the County Administrator Dhel Malong went to this particular residence to implement the ban on shisha but was met with much resistance by the owner of the home and his family. Yel says the administrator was beaten and left. Commissioner Yel says the administrator returned later with a group to follow up on the order and that is when a fight broke out and two members of the home were killed and seven others injured. Police was deployed and the crowds were dispersed. In the aftermath, it was reported that a restaurant, store and shop belonging to the county administrator were burned down.  Six houses were also burnt in the residential area close to the market. Calm has since returned to the area.  I am Achirin Achirin for Radio Miraya News.”

Shops owners in Rumbek Central, Lakes State have been directed to pay a fee of 100 South Sudanese Pounds, to go towards maintaining hygiene and cleanliness in the main market.  

The town mayor, Mabor Chawuop Mabor, says the money will go towards improving the drainage and unclogging water ways in the market. 

Mabor says the state government does not have the funding to embark on the project and is asking the business people to co-operate with authorities as they collect the fees.  

Mabor Chawuop Mabor: “We are collecting some contribution from the traders in the market. That is why we have asked (for) some donation to support the council from the business sector… At least, each shop can contribute 100 (SSP). This money will be allocated for improvement of health conditions in the Centre of the market. We are now facing very serious threats of sanitation and hygiene especially in the centre of the market.”

Radio Miraya caught up with some of the traders to get their opinions on the new levy. Many of them are in support of the project, but are calling for the money collected to be put to good use.  

Vox Pops
‘‘The program went on well and ended successfully. I am hoping such a programme should continue to make Rumbek clean in the future and the people can leave in healthy (conditions) to avoid diseases affecting many people.”  
“The complaints is with those of small tables that were asked to pay one hundred is unfair. If it is big shops then there is no problem but for small table to pay 100 (SSP) is difficult. They should take something which is reasonable.”  
“That time meeting was held with traders and the council asked traders opinions on how to handle stagnant water in the market. People of the councils asked (for) contribution to remove the water in the market but majority objected (to) the proposal and agreed to do it manually themselves, so we dug it for two days.”

Rumbek town market is facing a possible disease outbreak with stagnant water and blogged drainages.
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Muslims in Central Equatoria State are dedicating this Ramadhan period to peace.  

The secretary general of the Muslim high council in Central Equatoria, Salah Rajab, says they will pray and fast for peace across the country.  

Rajab says the Council will provide daily breakfast to the Muslim community at the Juba town mosque.  

Salah Rajab: “We began this Ramadhan when efforts are (being) exerted in search of peace and stability in the country. That is why all Muslims countrywide and in the Central Equatoria State during this month will dedicate their prayers to God, peace and security. Ramadhan remains us of values of solidarity and social peace as the true values for humanity. We as people of South Sudan want to reflect the meanings of social peace and let us make it a big drive for peace among us.”
Muslims started the Holy fasting month of Ramadhan on Sunday.  Radio Miraya caught up with some Muslims in Juba.  

Vox pop

· “I wish good to the people of South Sudan during this month of Ramadan .This Ramadan comes when the weather is beautiful and this is our luck. I wish GOD will help us to spend this month comfortably and we ask GOD to end our problems. Our prayer is for our people to unite.”

· “I wish all Muslims fasting in South Sudan happy fasting. Frankly speaking, I have good feelings that this year people will enjoy IDD. This is the year which witnessed problems. All these contradictions give me the feeling of Good Ramadan this year.”  

· “In fact this Ramadan is good and the climate is not hot.  I hope success to all. It is known Ramadan is the month of repentance, forgiveness and good work.”  

In regional news

Thousands of people have fled their homes to escape violence and reprisal attacks between predominantly Muslim and Christian groups in the Central African Republic. 

It's estimated that more than 530,000 people altogether have been forced from their homes inside the country. 

UN Refugee agency UNHCR says at least 45 people were killed over the past week in attacks around Bambari town.  

The violence began when a camp, housing Muslims, just outside Bambari, was attacked.  Melissa Fleming, UNHCR spokesperson, says Bambari town has been deserted.

Melissa Fleming: "Christian neighborhoods have been virtually emptied of residents from previous attacks, while displacement sites are packed with people struggling to get by – and of course to compound it all, we have the rainy season making things even more miserable. The flight into neighbouring countries continues. We have indications that more and more people want to get out. We're seeing that the conditions of people coming in are just absolutely despicable. In terms of human frailty, what is being done to them, people with machete wounds, huge numbers are malnourished."

UNHCR says that the security situation in the Central African Republic remains volatile, making it difficult for aid agencies to reach those who are most in need.

Liberia's president says anyone caught hiding suspected Ebola patients will be prosecuted.

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf issued the warning on state radio on Monday, expressing concern that some patients had been kept in homes and churches instead of receiving medical attention.

Sierra Leone issued a similar warning last week, saying some patients had discharged themselves from hospital and gone into hiding.

Health workers elsewhere in the region have encountered hostility and some have even been attacked.


The outbreak in West Africa is already the deadliest on record, killing 367 people according to the latest World Health Organization numbers.

Most deaths have been in Guinea where cases were first reported.

And in sports, Nigeria and Algeria have been knocked out of the world cup football tournament after losing their second round games yesterday.  

Nigeria lost 2-0 to France, while Algeria suffered a 2-1 defeat to Germany.  

The Nigerian put up a good show till the 78th minute when France scored their first goal.  

The second shot was an own goal scored by Nigeria’s Yobo in the dying minutes of the game.  

The results mean France next meet Germany in the quarter finals on Friday.  

In today’s matches, Argentina take on Switzerland in the first game and later the USA takes on Belgium.  

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Delegations wait for IGAD communication on resumption of talks  

· Security organs lay out plan for Independence Day celebrations 

· County administrator injured as he implements Shisha ban in Northern Bahr el Ghazal 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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