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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Government delegation voices readiness to resume negotiations with the opposition 

· Security organs lay out plan for Independence Day celebrations 

· Juba City Council launches cleanup campaign 

The government has reiterated its readiness to resume peace negotiations with the opposition and stakeholders. 

Addressing the media today, the spokesperson of the government delegation, Michael Makuei said the government team is waiting for communication from the IGAD mediators on when the talks will resume.  

Makuei says they are ready to sit down with the opposition and the stakeholders to reach a peaceful solution to the crisis.  

Michael Makuei: “Our original position has been ‘let us negotiate with you so that we agree and bring peace to the south then we will sit and address all the political issues in an all-inclusive political dialogue’. Now you are making a comeback, there is no way we can join. You negotiate with IGAD. If they will accept to send away the stakeholders, so be it. What we are after is peace. We want peace.”
Initial reports had said the talks would resume in Addis Ababa today, 1 July, but IGAD mediators later adjourned the talks indefinitely, amid concerns by the opposition regarding the selection process of participants involved in the inclusive dialogue.  

Security preparations for the third Independence Day anniversary celebrations are ongoing.  

Army Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says there will be a joint security operation involving the Army, the Police, the fire brigade and the organized forces. 

Aguer says this year is unique because of the conflict, but says security will extensively be taken care of. 

Col. Aguer: “It will be one hundred percent attended to because this year we have witnessed insecurity in Juba but it has gone down. The situation has improved and we have a confidence that the celebration will be conducted in a calm atmosphere. All the security organs will do their best to enable the people of South Sudan to enjoy peaceful celebrations.”

South Sudan will mark its third Independence anniversary next Wednesday, the ninth of July.  

The secretary general of the Muslim high council in Central Equatoria State, Salah Rajab is urging the National Muslim high council to convene a general meeting to discuss the role of Muslims in solving the current crises in the country. 

Rajab says the meeting should involve representatives of the Muslim councils in all the ten States. 

Rajab says Muslims should play a role in bringing peace and calm among the people.

Salah Rajab: “I advise my brothers in the National Muslim High Council in South Sudan to be more involved than in previous periods, and to make a conference or platform for all the secretaries generals in the states so as to know the general guidelines and to be reflected in their states and especially our colleagues those who are in charge of offices in greater Upper Nile. Until now we did not meet, know there places or what is happening to them”.

Juba City Council has launched a cleanup exercise to rid the city of garbage and litter. 

The campaign targets Konyo-Konyo and Jebel markets and selected residential areas within Juba.  

The Director of environment and sanitation in Juba Council, Juma Katanga Bringy says the campaign will last 3 days.  

Bringy Katanga: “This campaign has resulted from the accumulation of waste in many locations in the city of Juba, especially major markets and main streets. The campaign began today in Kator Payam. We started from Konyo Konyo market, now we are in Jebel market. The campaign is ongoing in different areas. Our aim in this campaign to disperse locations full with waste and develop a plan fixed, of the lack of accumulation of dirt, and it will be done through the daily work.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Two people were killed and seven others injured in a communal fight in Aweil South County, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. 

The fight was sparked off when the county administrator attempted to implement a local order banning the smoking of shisha at the home of a resident.  

Radio Miraya’s Achirin Achirin is in Northern Bahr el Ghazal and now reports:
Achirin Achirin: “County Commissioner Mangok Yel confirms the incident. Yel told me the county administrator Dhel Malong went to this particular residence to implement the ban on shisha but was met with much resistance by the owner of the home and his family. Yel says the administrator was beaten and left. Commissioner Yel says the administrator returned later with a group to follow up on the order and that is when a fight broke out and two members of the home were killed and seven others injured. Police was deployed and the crowds were dispersed. In the aftermath, it was reported that a restaurant, store and shop belonging to the county administrator were burned down.  Six houses were also burnt in the residential area close to the market. Calm has since returned to the area. I am Achirin Achirin for Radio Miraya News.”

In regional news

The U.N. Security Council has blacklisted the Ugandan Allied Democratic Forces rebel group.  

The group sheltering in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, will now be subjected to an arms embargo, asset freeze and travel ban under the United Nations sanctions regime imposed on Congo. 

The Allied Democratic Forces rebel group (ADF) is an Islamist group that has been active in eastern Congo since the 1990’s when they were expelled from Uganda. 

The group's leader, Jamil Mukulu, has been subjected to targeted U.N. sanctions since 2011.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon has strongly condemned the killing of a UN Peacekeeper in Mali.  

The peacekeeper from Burkina Faso was killed when the vehicle he was traveling in struck a land mine in the north of the country.  Six other peacekeepers were injured in the blast. 

 The explosion comes as Burkina Faso President Blaise Compaore, visited Mali on Monday in a bid to revive dialogue with rebels still occupying positions in Mali's northern desert.

And in sports, authorities in Cameroon are to investigate claims that seven of their players were involved in match-fixing at the World Cup in Brazil. 

According to reports in a German news magazine, the players connived to lose the team’s three preliminary games, especially their game against Croatia in which they were beaten 4-nil. 

Alex Song was sent off for lashing out at Croatian player, while two other Cameroonian players also clashed during the same game.  

The national football federation is looking into the match-fixing allegations.  

And in today’s world cup games, Argentina take on Switzerland in the first game and later the USA takes on Belgium.  

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Government delegation voices readiness to resume negotiations with the opposition 

· Security organs lay out plan for Independence Day celebrations 

· Juba City Council launches cleanup campaign 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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