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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· President’s office refutes rumors of planned assassination attempts. 

· Medical charity MSF calls on conflicting parties to ensure access to healthcare services. 

· New women’s’ hospital opens in Lakes State.  

The President’s office has dismissed rumors of planned assassination attempts against the Governors of Greater Equatoria. 

Reports in sections of the media and social media platforms had alleged that President Salva Kiir was planning to dismiss and have the Governors of Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria assassinated because of their reported support for the federal system of governance. 

The President’s Press Secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny says the reports are being propagated by the opposition to cause panic and win the support of the public.

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The allegation that the President is conspiring to assassinate the Equatoria governors are devoid of truth. It is also baseless for the rebels to fabricate that Gen. Clement Wani Konga of Central Equatoria State has defected to them. Gen. Konga is in contact with the President and has nothing to make him defect to the President. The two governors of Western Equatoria and Eastern Equatoria states also have a very good relationship with the President. They are in contact all the time with the President so there is no way the President would conspire to kill them simply because they are talking about federalism. The same source has also alleged that the night curfew has been re-introduced, which is also a lie.”
On the debate on federalism, Ateny says people are allowed to discuss the topic freely.  

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The issue of federalism is not a crime. The debate of federalism is open under the leadership of Gen. Salva Kiir Mayardit. With exception of things that are against national security, you can talk about federalism, you can talk about decentralization; there is no limit. Douglas Johnson is going to come to Juba. He is a foreign expert and he will be having a rally in Juba to tell people about federalism. We did not invite him, (but) he is coming here (and) we have allowed him to come. That shows that the debate about federalism is allowed.”
Doctors without borders (MSF) has released a critical report on the impact of the conflict on provision of health services. 

The medical charity says health facilities have been attacked in contravention of international law. 

MSF also cites the burning and looting of health facilities and condemns attacks against civilians seeking treatment. 

The group is calling on parties to the conflict to ensure that all people can seek medical care without fear of violence. 

MSF head of Mission Raphael Gorgeu says more than 50 people have been killed in health facilities, some of them shot dead in hospital beds. 

Raphael Gorgeu: “In total at least 58 people were killed within hospitals. 25 of them were patients, 27 were people seeking shelter in the hospital, two of them were ministry of health staff and 4 were unidentified people. And with that figure I would like to share with you that we can count at least six incidents in which hospitals have been once attacked, looted or burned. MSF calls on all parties to the conflict to ensure that all people in South Sudan can seek medical care without fear of violence and that health care facilities and health workers are respected at all time.”
MSF Project Coordinator, Sarah Maynard says they are continuing to provide assistance to those affected. 

Maynard mentions Leer town in Unity State, where they are attending to more than one thousand patients each week.  

Sarah Maynard: “We have made a lot of progress. We have been running medical services in the hospital for eight weeks now. We are seeing almost 1300 patients every week in our out-patient departments. The in-patient wards have re-opened, although the patients are lying on mattresses on the floor for now. We have admitted over 2500 into our feeding program and avoiding risks that target weight. We have 24-hour care for those who need to be fed, especially milk after every 3 hours, and we are using more than 800 kilograms of therapeutic food every day. Everything has to be flown into Leer to replace the looted supplies and the maternity ward opened officially last week so mothers can now deliver in our delivery beds.    

A new women’s hospital is being opened in Lakes State.  

The Kiir Mayardit Women’s Hospital in Rumbek is built to accommodate up to 60 patients and is fully furnished with equipment for antenatal and gynecology services.  

The hospital’s Director General, Paul Ater Kuar says the facility was constructed with support from the Chinese government.  

Kuar says patients from across the country will be attended to free of charge. 

Ater Kuar: “This Hospital is going to receive patients from across the whole country. Our intention is to reduce the maternal mortality rate. We don’t want woman to die in their houses. We don’t want to receive complicated cases, and every delivery should be in this hospital. We are going to begin with antenatal care. The official launching will be on 6 July, but on 3 July, the hospital is open to receive pregnant women, so from that date we are expecting our patients to come in.”
South Sudan has the highest maternal mortality rate, estimated by the UN at two thousand maternal deaths per one hundred thousand live births.
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Women seeking safety at UN protection of civilian sites in Juba are undergoing training on gender based violence.  

The week-long training is being conducted by female UN police officers, to sensitize the women on the dangers of physical violence.  

At the site in Tomping, the women say alcoholism and unlawful marriages are some of the major challenges they are facing.  

Mary Nyakan Makuei is one of the ladies at the site.  

Nyakan Makuei: “What increases the problems is alcohol. There are people who drink even before they came here and now people are staying together in one place. This is difficult. Some people will go out drink and come back and make trouble for the rest. And the young men look for girls and when they met them, take them as wives. The relatives become angry (and ask), ‘Why are you taking our daughter? You took our daughter!’ and they fight.  They do not report the case to the chiefs but they go and fight.”

An UNPOL female advisor in Central Equatoria State, Minda Aucone says the women should co-exist peacefully amongst themselves in order to become more self-sufficient.

Minda Aucone: “You know, every day … during food distribution, the women are always fighting. They are always pushing each other due to the fact that they want to get food to their children. So those incidents they let us also to say let the women solve their own problems. Because as a man you cannot go deeper into my problem I will not give you very thing.”  

More than 7000 people have returned to their homes in Bentiu, Unity State.  

The acting Director for the State Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, Wal Yack Gatkuoth says the security situation has improved and is advising people to leave Protection sites.  

Wal is calling on humanitarian organizations to provide assistance to communities that have returned to their homes.  

He says the government is conducting routine registrations to monitor the numbers of people leaving the sites.  

Wal Gatkuoth: “Of course, government had conducted initial registration from its side to make sure the numbers of the people returned to Bentiu are known from the past two week. Yes we have conducted the registration. Over 910 households have registered in Bentiu. Of the 7080 individuals, those are the people living in Bentiu from the return of the government up to today.”

More than 40,000 people are currently seeing safety at the UN Protection of civilian site in Bentiu.

In regional news:
Uganda says its forces in the Central African Republic have clashed for the first time with fighters from Seleka, a mainly Muslim rebel force.  

Ugandan army spokesperson, Paddy Ankunda told the Reuters news agency that 12 Seleka fighters and 1 Ugandan soldier were killed in the battle.  

The spokesperson says the Ugandan forces, the UPDF, will continue to pursue the Seleka fighters as part of a larger military campaign on bases of the Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army rebels, the LRA.  

Ankunda accuses the Seleka of forcing civilians to give food and medicine to the LRA and facilitating the group by trading ivory and minerals with them.

And in sports, 

Belgium and Argentina have booked places in the quarter finals of the football World Cup.   

The Argentinian side advanced after beating Switzerland 1-nil, while the Belgians booked their place in a 2-1 Victory over the USA, reaching their first world cup quarter finals in 28 years.  

The Americans put up a good performance, but did not do enough to stop the Belgians from advancing.  

There will be a rest from the tournament till Friday when France take on Germany and Brazil meet Colombia in the first of the quarter final matches.  

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· President’s office refutes rumors of planned assassination attempts. 

· Medical charity MSF calls on conflicting parties to ensure access to healthcare services. 

· New women’s hospital opens in Lakes State.  

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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