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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· The opposition expresses readiness to resume direct talks with the government. 

· More than 200 students in Upper Nile miss secondary school examinations.

· Yei municipal authorities initiate project to increase water supply  

The SPLM in the opposition says it is ready for direct talks with the government, but continues to express reservations on the selection process of the stakeholders invited to take part. 

The spokesperson of the opposition, James Gadet speaking to Radio Miraya said they are committed to peace but says IGAD mediators appear to be sidelining some stakeholders and victims of the conflict.  

Gadet says they continue to wait for communication from IGAD on their concerns before they can return to the negotiations.  

James Gadet: “We have been ready to directly negotiate with the government delegation. What we were saying is the selection process of the stakeholders was not fair and transparent. We had wanted Civil Society Organizations that are abroad and even those who fled to UNMISS compounds inside the country to have their representatives come to Ethiopia and participate in a consultative manner.”

Meanwhile, spokesperson James Gadet says opposition leader Riek Machar is in South Africa to meet with President Jacob Zuma over the peace process.  

James Gadet: “He is ready to brief the President Jacob Zuma on the peace process and the role South Africa can play as a leader in the African Union to promote the peace process.”
On Tuesday, the government delegation voiced its readiness to continue with the talks, and said it was waiting for communication from IGAD mediators on the resumption.  
The President’s office has dismissed rumors of planned assassination attempts against governors of the Greater Equatoria states
Reports in sections of the media and social media platforms had alleged that President Salva Kiir was planning to dismiss and have the Governors of Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria assassinated because of their reported support for the federal system of governance. 

The President’s Press Secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny, says the reports are being propagated by the opposition to cause panic and win the support of the public.

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The allegation that the President is conspiring to assassinate the Equatoria governors are devoid of truth. It is also baseless for the rebels to fabricate that Gen. Clement Wani Konga of Central Equatoria State has defected to them. Gen. Konga is in contact with the President and has nothing to make him defect to the President. The two governors of Western Equatoria and Eastern Equatoria states also have a very good relationship with the President. They are in contact all the time with the President so there is no way the President would conspire to kill them simply because they are talking about federalism. The same source has also alleged that the night curfew has been re-introduced, which is also a lie.”

On the debate on federalism, Ateny says people are allowed to discuss the topic freely.  

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The issue of federalism is not a crime. The debate of federalism is open under the leadership of Gen. Salva Kiir Mayardit. With exception of things that are against national security, you can talk about federalism, you can talk about decentralization; there is no limit. Douglas Johnson is going to come to Juba. He is a foreign expert and he will be having a rally in Juba to tell people about federalism. We did not invite him, (but) he is coming here (and) we have allowed him to come. That shows that the debate about federalism is allowed.”

Doctors without borders (MSF) has released a critical report on the impact of the conflict on provision of health services. 

The medical charity says health facilities have been attacked in contravention of international law. 

MSF also cites the burning and looting of health facilities and condemns attacks against civilians seeking treatment.
The group is calling on parties to the conflict to ensure that all people can seek medical care without fear of violence. 

MSF head of Mission Raphael Gorgeu says more than 50 people have been killed in health facilities, some of them shot dead in hospital beds. 

Raphael Gorgeu: “In total at least 58 people were killed within hospitals. 25 of them were patients, 27 were people seeking shelter in the hospital, two of them were ministry of health staff and 4 were unidentified people. And with that figure I would like to share with you that we can count at least six incidents in which hospitals have been once attacked, looted or burned. MSF calls on all parties to the conflict to ensure that all people in South Sudan can seek medical care without fear of violence and that health care facilities and health workers are respected at all time.”

MSF Project Coordinator, Sarah Maynard says they are continuing to provide assistance to those affected. 

Maynard mentions Leer town in Unity State, where they are attending to more than one thousand patients each week.  

Sarah Maynard: “We have made a lot of progress. We have been running medical services in the hospital for eight weeks now. We are seeing almost 1300 patients every week in our out-patient departments. The in-patient wards have re-opened, although the patients are lying on mattresses on the floor for now. We have admitted over 2500 into our feeding program and avoiding risks that target weight. We have 24-hour care for those who need to be fed, especially milk after every 3 hours, and we are using more than 800 kilograms of therapeutic food every day. Everything has to be flown into Leer to replace the looted supplies and the maternity ward opened officially last week so mothers can now deliver in our delivery beds.    
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In Upper Nile, more than 200 students have failed to travel from Renk to Melut County to sit the secondary school examinations. 

Authorities in Melut say they have received only 90 of the 300 students registered to sit the exams in Renk. 

Melut County Commissioner Dau Gouj Ayuel says he has not received information on why the students failed to make it to Melut. 

Dau Gouj Ayuel: “The exams are going on well and only 90 students came from Renk County. (Out of a total) 304 students, 98 students from Melut Country are sitting for the exams. Those (who) failed to come, it was due to unknown reasons. The authorities availed accommodation and feeding for these students and the exams are going on smoothly.”

The Ministry of Education relocated the exam center from Renk to Melut due to security concerns.

Authorities of Yei municipality in Central Equatoria State have initiated a project to increase water supply to the town.  

The Mayor of Yei town municipality, Cecilia Oba Tito says water pipes will be laid in densely populated areas, where people sometimes scramble for access to the existing water points.  

Oba says work will start as soon as the experts contracted and equipment have arrived in the town. 

Cecilia Oba: “As a young government, we don’t have resources but we have to partner with those with related objectives. There is a company – a community company here – managing the town water. So what they do is they can put a center for water so that people can collect water there. They are going to increase another five water sources. After that, we plan to increase by another maybe 21 more water sources so that by the end, we want to address the water shortage during the dry season.”

The Minister of Information in Western Equatoria State says press freedoms must be respected and journalists should be free to operate without restrictions.  

Charles Kisanga made the comments while addressing more than 20 journalists attending a workshop on journalism ethics and their human rights in Yambio.  

Kisanga says journalists who go wrong in their reporting should be held accountable through the proper channels.  

Charles Kisanga: “(There are) those who always post the wrong information and people want to punish them. I always intervene to say that most of the journalists working in Western Equatoria State are the state’s employees, so you can’t arrest your own staff. There are rules in the employment sector, whereby if somebody made a mistake, then you can discipline them within work court, which is within your disciplinary board. You can make pay cuts if it is a gross mistake; you can even dismiss them. That is your own rights there to exercise, but to put in prison or police cell for reporting a story , that is not the right way of doing it.”

The three day workshop was organized by the Human Rights Section of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan.  

In regional news:
The crew of a cargo plane is confirmed dead after a cargo plane crashed into a commercial building in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi.

The Kenyan Airports Authority is reporting the craft crashed shortly after taking off from the Jommo Kenyatta International airport earlier today, killing all 4 people on board. 

The plane crashed into shops Nairobi’s Embekasi neighborhood.  

The cause of the accident is not known. 

 The World Health Organization has called an emergency meeting on the Ebola outbreak in West Africa.  

Health ministers from 11 African countries are meeting in Accra, Ghana, in an attempt to contain the worsening Ebola outbreak. 

So far nearly 500 people have died and more than 700 people have been infected with the virus. 

Most of the cases have been in Guinea where the outbreak started, but it has since spread to Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

Health officials from those countries, as well as Ivory Coast, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Senegal, and Uganda will attend the meeting.

And in sports, the coach of the Nigerian football team has resigned. 
Stephen Keshi stepped down after the country's elimination from the World Cup.  

The Nigerian Football Federation has yet to confirm his resignation.  

The 52-year-old has been in charge of the side since late 2011 and coached the team to last year's African Nations Cup Victory.

He also worked as national coach of Togo and Mali in the past. 

The Nigeria Super Eagles were ejected from the World cup tournament after a 2-nil loss to France on Tuesday. 

To end the news here are the main stories once again:
· The opposition expresses readiness to resume direct talks with the government. 

· More than 200 students in Upper Nile miss secondary school examinations.

· Yei municipal authorities initiate project to increase water supply  

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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