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Good evening. It’s 5 pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.      

The Headlines:
· Central Equatoria State governor reaffirms support for government 

· American diplomat calls on civil society groups to contribute to the peace process. 

· Uganda’s International airport in Entebbe on security alert over terror threat
The Governor of Central Equatoria says the state is in support of the sitting government. 

Clement Wani Konga denies media reports that the State is mobilizing support for the opposition, and clarifies that the State has made a contribution of six thousand forces to be recruited into the national army. 

The Governor stresses the support of the Equatorians for the government.  

Clement Konga: “We shall never attack anybody. We are here to defend ourselves and we have not carried out any mobilization to support Riek Machar except the 6000 brought to Molubur in which a brigade is being deployed in the field and is doing well. But unfortunately they are not treated well they are left as Equatorian. Six have died of hunger. They have only the AK47. And the army expects that I should go and say this is wrong you should do this, no. They have been handed over to army; it is the duty of the army to maintain them. My duty as the governor is the mobilization of people to defend the country.”  

Earlier this week the President’s office refuted media allegations that the President was planning to dismiss the Governors of Greater Equatoria over their purported support for the federal system of governance.
A visiting American diplomat is calling on civil society groups to make a collective contribution to the peace process.  

US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy and Human Rights, Steven Feldstein is in the country to meet with the civil society groups to discuss the peace process.  

Feldstein says civil societies should organize themselves before the talks resume in Addis Ababa. 

Steven Feldstein: “There are lots of issues when it comes to how to participate, how the process works. They need to be sorted out. I think our goal is really to help impose a process that is transparent in that regard, but we can stand in for the groups themselves. They do need to come together and the message to them really was ‘Consider how you are organized. Do you really do you really have uniform platform and how would you then participate?’ For us, I think what is important is to talk to the parties up in Addis to work with IGAD to ensure that there is room at the table for those civil society groups once they are organized and return back to what we hope will be a resumption of peace talks in the near future.”   

There has been a noted fall in the number of cholera cases reported in Central Equatoria State. 

An Inspector Surveillance officer in the Ministry of Health, Dr. Yona Kenyi Manoah, says the number of cases under treatment stand at 1900. 

Kenyi says on Wednesday they recorded only five new cases in Central Equatoria. 

Yona Kenyi: “We had five cases of cholera recorded yesterday in the whole of Central Equatoria State, that is to say four in Juba and one in Kajo-keji County. The other sites that used to report the cases of cholera, most of them are now reporting zero cases, so what we would like each and every one to put in mind is that we should keep up, keeping our environment clean and then practice our personal hygiene.”

The Mayor of Juba City Council has warned of penalties for Juba residents who do not adhere to regulations regarding hygiene and disposal of garbage.  
Christopher Sarafino Wani gave the caution while meeting with members of the Juba quarter councils to brief them on an ongoing cleanup campaign.  
The mayor said with the cholera outbreak, strict hygiene and cleanliness must be observed.  
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The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) has asked the government to explain circumstances under which six national UN staff were prevented from taking a plane and had their passports confiscated. 

The incident occurred Monday when the group attempted to board a plane from Juba airport to Uganda on official business. They also had their UN identity cards taken from them. 

UNMISS Acting Spokesperson Joseph Contreras says the documents were returned days after the intervention of the mission.

Joseph Contreras: “We consider the seizure of passports and UNMISS identification cards unacceptable in the absence of any legal explanation and we find the incident unfortunate. We have registered publicly our displeasure. We are happy the authorities offered to return the documents on Wednesday afternoon and we certainly hope that there is no repetition of all these incidents from time to time. We continue to maintain our normal relationship with the Government of the Republic of South Sudan.”
The Ministry of Labour in Central Equatoria State has warned all private companies that have not been registered that they risk closure.  

The State Minister for Labour and Public Service, Lily Kapuki Paul says the companies have been given one month to register and formalize their operations at the State labour office.  

Lily Kapuki Paul says some companies are operating illegally and exploiting National staff.  

Lily Kapuki: “The companies are exploiting our national workers, that is why all the companies operating in Central Equatoria State are obligated to register with us and also give us their profile so we know where they are operating, where their physical address is, how much is their human resource, how many are nationals, how many are internationals? We also we want to check the salaries.  Is the salary given to the international and regional workers compatible with salaries paid to nationals? Is there any discrimination or not? This is our job to protect our people and we want to take this bold decision.”
In regional news

The United Nations has launched an internal investigation into allegations that its joint peacekeeping mission in the troubled Darfur region has been covering up crimes by Sudanese forces against civilians. 
The allegations cover a wide range of issues, including inaccurate reporting of the facts on the ground in Darfur, specific instances of failure to protect civilians and accusations of mismanagement of UNAMID.  

A statement from the UN Secretary General’s office says the review will be completed within one month and will enable the Secretary-General to determine what corrective action needs to be taken.

In Uganda, police have stepped up security following a "specific threat" of a planned attack on its main international airport. 

According to media reports, security at Entebbe International airport say the attack – planned for Thursday evening – could not be "taken lightly".

The US has advised its citizens to review plans to travel through Entebbe International Airport on Thursday. 

Militant Islamist group al-Shabab bombed two restaurants in Kampala during the 2010 football World Cup. 

And in sports, 
An independence football tournament has kicked off in Yambio, Western Equatoria State under the theme "Together for peace in South Sudan, score a goal and chant victory over violence".

Six first division teams are taking part in the tournament which will end on July 9th, 2014. 

In the first group A game played yesterday at Yambio Freedom Square Saint Mary and Cobra ended their game in a two-all draw.

Today, Yambio Star will take on Wehida in a Group B clash at Yambio Freedom Square. 

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Central Equatoria State governor reaffirms support for government 

· American diplomat calls on civil society groups to contribute to the peace process. 

· Uganda’s International airport in Entebbe on security alert over terror threat

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at: mirayafm@un.org. I am Agole Alex.
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