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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.      

The Headlines:
· Central Equatoria State Governor speaks of alleged disarmament in the national army. 
· SPLA reports fresh clashes in Gogrial East County, Warrap state.

· Human Rights investigation team starts work in Juba 

Central Equatoria State governor Clement Wani Konga has spoken of an alleged disarmament of Equatorians in the national army.  

Governor Konga says the disarmament is reportedly being carried out by elements within the army.  

Clement Wani Konga: “We have heard this. We are all equal. What goodness will get by killing your brother in cold blood? And all these activities have indicated have shown themselves there is disarmament going on now against the Equatorians; those who are in the Police those who are in the Army. Can one tribe or two tribes make a nation? No! South Sudan is for us all and all of us contributed in kind.”     

Army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer denies the allegations.  He says the reports of disarmament are being fabricated by the opposition 

Col. Aguer: “These are rumors created by the armed opposition of Riek Machar. They are manufacturing rumours in Khartoum, in Kampala and they are even showing pictures of dead bodies claiming that they are soldiers of Equatoria that they are claiming to have been killed. You just interview one of the relatives of those killed and let us now.” 

Radio Miraya spoke with the spokesperson of the opposition forces, Brig. Lul Ruai Koang.  

Lul denies the opposition has made such statements. 

Brig. Lul: “That is not true. Whatever statement I make is a responsible statement. They are facts and whenever I make a statement, I am ready to stand by it and prove you wrong. So it is not me, then you should accuse Wani Konga of fabrications.”

In other news, army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says the SPLA is reorganizing its bases in Gogrial East County in Warrap State, following fresh clashes with suspected opposition forces. 

8 people were reported killed and 11 others wounded in the fighting on Wednesday.  

Aguer says the forces were repulsed as they attempted to raid cattle from Menjur village. The army spokesperson says the situation in Gogrial is now calm. 

Col. Aguer: “There is fear in the area but the SPLA presence minimized the fear and we are working to see to it that the area maintains tranquility and peace. We hope the other side will respect the ceasefire and will dialogue among themselves to see that senseless war they are waging will not benefit anybody.”
On that attack, the opposition spokesperson Lul Ruai Koang says he has not received information.  
He has however denied opposition forces have been conducting cattle raids in Warrap.

A committee appointed to investigate alleged Human Rights violations committed during the conflict has begun work. 

The committee was established by President Salva Kiir in January to investigate human rights abuses allegedly committed by security agents and opposition forces of Riek Machar since the start of the crisis last December. 

Radio Miraya’s Agole Alex reports. 

Agole Alex: “The investigating committee chaired by Justice John Wuol Makec started hearings in Juba on Tuesday, 1 July and will go on till 25 July.  The team is inviting the public to give testimonies on reported killings, looting and destruction of property.  Hearings are taking place at the committee’s offices in Buluk from 10 o’clock in the morning to 4 o’clock in the afternoon. The team is calling for testimonies from the public and IDPS inside and outside protection of civilian sites. The committee is also taking testimonies from the public in Bor, Malakal and Bentiu, as areas worst affected by the crisis. An interim report released by the Human Rights Commission for the period December to March cited killings, lootings and destruction of property.  I am Agole Alex for Radio Miraya News.”
With the number of IDPs seeking safety in UN bases at a record high of 100,000, the UN Mission is faced with challenges of the high influx. 
The high numbers come with risks of disease and unfavorable living conditions.  

Already one death from cholera has been reported and six cases are under treatment at the UN protection site in Bentiu.

Our reporter Reech Malual is here with more.

Reech Malual: “Addressing journalists at a news conference in Juba, the chief of peace building at the United Nations Mission, Derk Segaar, said challenges of a high influx are mainly being reported in Bentiu, Unity State. Segaar reports that one child has died from suspected cholera in Bentiu, and six other people are under treatment.”

  

Derk Segaar: “The issue we are facing is that UNMISS did not expect this huge influx of civilians fleeing into our military bases also we did not expect them to stay as long. At least 100 to 200 people arrive daily at protection of civilian site in Bentiu, Unity state and at least 100 people leave the POC site on a daily basis for Bentiu town and others for Sudan. To reduce on congestion and accommodate new arrivals, new POC sites have been constructed in Juba, Malakal, and Bentiu. The Tomgpiny and UN House sites in Juba have been closed to new arrivals, while a new site constructed with support from the Chinese government has opened in Jebel.  With the new mandate UNMISS is charged foremost with protection of civilian regardless of their tribal and political affiliations.”
Reech Malual: “Meanwhile UNMISS Chief of civilian protection; Jeffrey Buenger says the mission has a specific responsibility with regard to response to attacks on UN camps.”
Jeffrey Buenger: “We have specific responsibility to implement a coordinated approach to response mechanism regarding potential attacks on UNMISS facilities which clearly include the POC sites on our premises. We are to facilitate inter communal reconciliation in the areas of high risk conflict.”
Reech Malual: “On the other hand, the Acting UNMISS Spokesperson Joseph Contreras disputes reports that IDPs are being allowed in with arms. Contreras says any gun (found) is being confiscated and periodic search occurs.”
Joseph Contreras: “To the contrary we have a long standing policy that only an armed civilian facing an imminent threats of peaceful violence are allowed to entry the sites.”
Reech Malual: “Contreras says Guns are being confiscated if found - and periodical search of weapons is being carried out by UN Police. I am Reech Malual, for Radio Miraya news.”
Authorities in Unity State are calling on the business community and humanitarian agencies to contribute food to displaced communities.  

State Information Minister Peter Makuoth Malual is mobilizing support as the humanitarian situation deteriorates among people affected by the conflict. 

Malual says the communities need food before the rains make the roads impassable.

Peter Makuoth: “As a government we are trying our best. We give a call to all our business people, our people in the country so that they can help taking some food items before the rain could become heavy and the initiative done by the government and this is what we are doing. We’re also making a calling to NGOs, humanitarian organizations so that also they can help in that field and this is what we are doing so far.” 

Meanwhile the Information Minister says the State is set for next week’s Independence Day celebrations.
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Women are being called on to join hands and make a positive contribution to the peace process.  

Faith-based women leaders have met in Juba and have asked women across the country to pray for change in the country. 

The national coordinator of the women’s programme in the South Sudan Council of Churches, Agnes Wasuk Sarafino, stresses that women should be part of the peace and reconciliation process.

Agnes Wasuk: “This is also an initiative that can bring women so that they are part of the peace building and reconciliation in South Sudan. We believe women from churches can do better in terms of bring peace and they are the majority in the churches. We bring them also so that when they finish from this we want them to go back so that they can be ambassadors for peace in their communities because most of them are from the grassroots. We want our peace to start from grassroots through these women.”

In regional news; 
West African countries and international health organizations have adopted a fresh strategy to fight the world's deadliest Ebola epidemic, which has killed hundreds of people in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

At a two-day meeting in the Ghanaian capital, Accra, on Thursday, officials committed to better surveillance to detect cases of the virus, enhance cross-border collaboration, better engagement with local communities and closer cooperation with the U.N. World Health Organization and other partners. 

Ministers also recommended setting up a sub-regional control centre in Guinea to coordinate technical support. 

More than 450 people have died from the outbreak in West Africa since March this year.

Meanwhile, the World Health Organization is urging the families of victims to avoid traditional mourning practices. 

WHO's Daniel Epstein stresses the importance of avoiding contact with infected persons.   

Daniel Epstein: “To control an outbreak like this, you have to identify the people who have it, get them to a clinic or hospital, treat them in so far as you can and you have to identify all their contacts.  Don’t continue your traditional burial practices of washing the body and staying with the body for a long time because that can transmit Ebola.  We have two important groups of experts, one is logisticians, and social mobilization teams, risk communication teams that work with public health officials to inform the population about Ebola cases; how to report them, how to handle them and how to treat them what to do if someone in your family of village gets Ebola and dies.”

At least 2 people have died and 19 others injured after an unfinished flyover collapsed in one of Brazil’s world cup host cities.
The over fly in Bello Horizonte was meant to be completed in time for the tournament.  
The city is due to host the first of the World cup semi-final matches on Tuesday.  
And, the quarterfinal stage of the world cup tournament gets under way today.  
In the first of two matches this evening, France take on Germany before hosts Brazil meet Colombia later in the day. 
On Saturday Argentina meet Belgium and the Netherlands take on Costa Rica.  
To end the news here are the main stories once again:
· Central Equatoria State Governor speaks of alleged disarmament in the national army. 

· SPLA reports fresh clashes in Gogrial East County, Warrap state.

· Human Rights investigation team starts work in Juba 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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