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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.      

The headlines:
· Two killed and one injured in shooting incident in Maridi – Western Equatoria State.

· Central Equatoria State Governor speaks of alleged disarmament in the National army. 

· Persons living with disability call for enacting of laws that protect their rights.   
At least two people are reported dead and one injured in an overnight shooting incident in Maridi – Western Equatoria State. 

Maridi County Commissioner Wilson Thomas Yanga says the shooting occurred after a disagreement broke out in a bar between a group of youth, who appeared to be drunk, and SPLA soldiers.  

Yanga says the incident caused panic among the community, forcing some people to flee into the UN Mission compound. 

The commissioner says four suspects have been arrested and the situation is now calm.  

We had to voice over commissioners’ voice due to the poor quality of the phone line.

Wilson Thomas Yanga: “Youth groups here at Maridi and also youth from the army who used to join… to drink in one of the bars… As they were drinking around 9pm, they started to quarrel … and then those of the army ran back to the army barracks took guns, put themselves in the uniform and went back to the bar. They got the youth who were still drinking and they were ordered to lie down, after lying down they started shooting around them then they start taking them to the army barracks. From there one said they should be shot, when they were taken just one away, one the SPLA start shooting at the three boys. Two were killed on the sport, one injured at his hand and one escaped. Now it true that, the three army men has been apprehended and they are in jail now.”
Central Equatoria State Governor Clement Wani Konga has spoken of an alleged disarmament of Equatorians in the national army.  

Governor Konga says the disarmament is reportedly being carried out by elements within the army.  

Governor Konga: “We have heard this.  We are all equal what goodness will get by killing your brother in cold blood. And all these activities have indicated have shown themselves there is disarmament going on now against the Equatorians those who are in the Police those who are in the Army. Can one tribe or two tribes make a nation? No! South Sudan is for us all and all of us contributed in kind.”     

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer denies the allegations.  Aguer says the reports of disarmament are being fabricated by the opposition 

Col. Aguer: “These are rumors created by the armed opposition of Riek Machar. They are manufacturing rumours in Khartoum, in Kampala and they are even showing pictures of dead bodies claiming that they are soldiers of Equatoria that they are claiming to have been killed.  You just interview one of the relatives of those killed and let us know.” 

Radio Miraya spoke with the spokesperson of the opposition forces Brig. Lul Ruai Koang.  

Lul denies the opposition has made such statements. 

Brig. Lul: “That is not true. Whatever statement I make is a responsible statement. They are facts and whenever I make a statement I am ready to stand by it and prove you wrong.  So it is not me, then you should accuse Wani Konga of fabrications”

In other news, army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says the SPLA is reorganizing its bases in Gogrial East County in Warrap State following fresh clashes with suspected opposition forces. 
8 people were reported killed and 11 others wounded in the fighting on Wednesday.  

Aguer says the forces were repulsed as they attempted to raid cattle from Mayenjur village – near the border with Unity State. 

The army spokesperson says the situation in Gogrial is now calm. 

Col. Aguer: “There is a fear in the area but the SPLA presence minimized the fear and we are working to see to it that the area maintains tranquility and peace and we hope the other side will respect the ceasefire and will dialogue among themselves to see that senseless war they are waging will not benefit anybody.”
On that attack, the opposition spokesperson Lul Ruai Koang says he has not received any information.  

He has however denies opposition forces have been conducting cattle raids.

Meanwhile, authorities in Gogrial East are reporting a massive displacement of citizens following Wednesday’s attack.  

Gogrial East County Commissioner Wol Anei Anei says people have abandoned their homes and gardens, in areas bordering Unity State.  
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The Government says it has not received information on the seizure of copies of the Juba Monitor newspapers by security forces.  

Reports in the media suggest security forces stormed the offices of the Juba Monitor on Wednesday and seized all the newspapers meant for publication this week.

This was on grounds that the media house wrote an article about campaign for federalism.  

The President’s Press Secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny says there is no ban on the debate on federalism.

Ateny Wek Ateny: “If there is any misinterpretation of law, we should first be consulted. You either call the Minister of Information who speaks for the government or you can call me because I speak for the president and if there is any harassment that is going outside against a journalist ……………….”
Meanwhile the Editor in Chief of the Juba Monitor, Alfred Taban says the report in question was a constructive editorial piece.

Alfred Taban: “They told me that they are confiscating all the copies of the Juba Monitor. When my staff asked why, they said well the Editor-in-Chief (myself) I had written an editorial letter … the day before which was challenging to the security because they said I was questioning the role of the security. When they issued this ban on writing articles on federalism and they said they confiscated that because of that article of mine so I was advising the government. You know it was not really critical really it was really an adviser to the government.”
Persons living with disability are calling for the government to put in place laws that would guarantee their rights.  

The call was made at a workshop in Juba to address challenges faced by the disabled such as discrimination and a lack of access to buildings.  

Zekia Musa is a teacher at the Central Equatoria State Ministry of Education.  She says as disabled members of the community, they face several challenges. 

Zekia Musa: “Here it is very nice also to be with the stakeholders. The people with disability also have right to work and they have rights also to be involved in their development. Like when we see people with disability moving on the road, they don’t have a clear law or policy to guarantee the rights of the person with disability who are moving. They want to move on the road but through this workshop now they will make a policy and they will now understand people with disability who want to work on the road. If they want to organize policy, they will now consider persons with disability or the right of a person with disability.”
The workshop organized by Light for the world, an NGO advocating for the rights of persons with disabilities in developing countries.   

In regional news: 

West African countries and international health organizations have adopted a fresh strategy to fight the world's deadliest Ebola epidemic, which has killed hundreds of people in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

At a two-day meeting in the Ghanaian capital Accra, on Thursday, officials committed to better surveillance to detect cases of the virus, enhance cross-border collaboration, better engagement with local communities and closer cooperation with the UN World Health Organization and other partners. 

Ministers also recommended setting up a sub-regional control centre in Guinea to coordinate technical support. 

More than 450 people have died from the outbreak in West Africa since March this year.

Meanwhile, the World Health Organization is urging the families of victims to avoid traditional mourning practices. 

WHO's Daniel Epstein stresses the importance of avoiding contact with infected persons.   

And in sport, the quarterfinal stage of the world cup tournament gets under way today.  

In the first of two matches this evening, France take on Germany before hosts Brazil meet Colombia later in the day. 

On Saturday Argentina meet Belgium and the Netherlands take on Costa Rica.  

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Two killed and one injured in shooting incident in Maridi – Western Equatoria State.

· Central Equatoria State Governor speaks of alleged disarmament in the National army. 

· Persons living with disability call for enacting of laws that protect their rights.   
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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