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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Agole Alex.

The Headlines:
· Scholars recommend federalism as a possible remedy for current crisis
· Human rights commission calls for respect of freedom  of expression 

· OXFAM warns of big funding shortfall for humanitarian assistance 

International and national scholars have recommended the federal system of governance for the country’s current situation.

The scholars include foreign consultant Douglas Johnson, Luka Biong Deng, Lam Akol Ajawin, Jaafer Karim Juma among others.

More in the following report with Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual.

Reech Malual: “Addressing a public lecture at the University of Juba, federation expert Dr. Douglas Johnson from the United Kingdom said the federal system is relevant to the current situation because he believes it would address the apparent divisions. He said pre-Independence; the Sudan government divided the then Southern Sudan into regions to weaken the Southern part of the country. Mr. Johnson said federalism should not be sought on tribal lines, and also stressed its difference from the Kokora of the early 1980’s”. 

Dr. Douglas Johnson: “I have every reason to be suspicious of the outbreak of a new Kokora. Let it be clear that Kokora is not the same as federalism. It does not create a federal state in Equatoria or any place in south Sudan. It weakens the powers of the region.”

Several speakers at the public lecture also voiced their opinions on federalism. 

· “Setting up the federal system requires that all groups have the consent to operate such a way.” 

· “Political system optimum satisfaction for all students in the university of juba is attainable by joining together presidential and federalism.”

· “Federalism basically means the sovereign divisions of power not division of people get this right.” 

· “Federalism is relevant to the Republic of South Sudan if we want it lets go for it if we don’t want it is up to us.”

Reech Malual: “Some of the speakers also recognized that the elite could take advantage of the federal system to oppress the illiterate. They also fear it could perpetuate further division on tribal and regional lines. According to the University of Juba’s recent survey by Dr. Jaa’fer Karim Juma, professor of statistics, about 80% of the students are in favour of a federation, while 20% prefer decentralized governance. A civil society’s survey on federalism headed by South Sudan Law society, conducted in 2012 shows that eight states are pro-federal system while two others are for decentralization. I am Reech Malual Radio Miraya News.”

The Chairperson of South Sudan Human Rights Commission has called on the government to give guidance and allow for free and healthy debates the citizens might generate on different issues.

Speaking at a public lecture at the University of Juba at the weekend, Lawrence Korbandy says public opinion is a constitutional right to be respected. 

Korbandy also called on the students to have a high level of tolerance to engage differing opinions among themselves.

Lawrence Korbandy: “To the government of South Sudan at all levels, they should provide leadership in management of this process on the debate on any issue the citizens may generate. Their role is to manage not to interfere with public opinions because these are opinions guaranteed by our interim national constitution. To the people of South Sudan, this is your constitutional right. You should not shy off because your opinion is protected by constitution, unless somebody somewhere does not respect the very constitution.” 

War and destruction have largely affected education services in Leer County, Unity State. 

The county’s Education Coordinator, Jeremiah Gatnor says facilities were destroyed and looted as government soldiers clashed with opposition forces. 

Gatnor says they are planning to reopen schools, but lack the facilities and manpower. 

Jeremiah Gatnor: “The situation of education is really very worse because the children are actually scattered during the war, the facilities of education are looted and the education environment are ...”

Gatnor is calling on partners in the education sector to support the county as it tries to get children back into schools. 

SPLA troops and members of other organized forces have been deployed across Juba over the weekend to clean up the capital ahead of third anniversary of independence celebrations.  
The organized forced swept roads and cleared areas within the town of garbage.  
With preparations underway for Wednesday’s Independence Day celebrations, the National Ministry of Information says it has streamlined procedures for coverage of the main event. 
Journalists have in the past complained of harassment and failure to access the venue. 
The Acting Director General in the Ministry of Information, Paul Jacob says this year, procedures have been put in place to make sure journalists are able to cover the ceremony – as long as they follow the correct procedures. 

Paul Jacob: “All the media, whether it is foreigners or nationals, we always find it difficult with them during the celebrations. They should obey what we are telling them. We will take them in a group to the mausoleum so that they can cover the occasion. Sometimes they complain that the security are harassing them but this time we harmonized the work. We have people that will take care of them properly. The security have their own orders. If they tell anybody, a reporter or a camera man, that move to this place, you quietly obey that order and then move. They are not going to take purpose or your cameras. This is where actually problems arrive. This year’s celebrations we are trying to put down all these difficulties.”    

Aid agency OXFAM is warning that appeals to fund the aid effort for the country are failing as the humanitarian crisis spirals out of control.  
As the country prepares to mark its third Independence anniversary, the British based aid agency says malnutrition and sickness is rising and affected communities continue to suffer.  
OXFAM says aid efforts have only so far reached half of the communities in need. 
A UN appeal for 1.8 billion US dollars is so far less than half funded, while Oxfam’s own appeal for funds has only raised a half of the 30 million US dollars it needs. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
In regional news, gunmen killed 17 people in an attack on three police stations and a military barracks in western Uganda.

Uganda’s army spokesperson Paddy Ankunda, says the dead include three policemen and five soldiers. 

Ankunda told the Reuters news agency that a total of 41 of the attackers were killed while another 12 were captured during the raids on Saturday evening. 

The attackers stole 13 guns from the police stations they raided, the military spokesman added.

 The Ugandan army says the attackers belonged to a local militia group, but confirms the attack was not carried out by rebels of the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), who have in the past been active in the West of the country.  

In Kenya, at least 29 people were killed in two separate attacks on the Kenyan coast.  

The country’s Interior Ministry says the attacks took place in the village of Hindi, in Lamu County, and a police station in Gamba, in Tana River County.

Officials say a group of 10-15 men stormed Hindi village and opened random fire in the villages, while another group of attackers broke into a police station in Gamba and freed Muslim detainees. 

The Somali Islamist militant group al Shabaab, is claiming responsibility for the attacks, although the government believes the attacks were carried out by another group.  

UN refugee agency UNHCR is reporting that at least 74 Eritrean asylum seekers have been forcibly removed from Sudan and sent back home. 
UNHCR says the asylum seekers had been convicted on charges of illegal entry into Sudan, but were not given access to asylum procedures in order to have their claims reviewed by competent authorities.  
The agency says it was deeply concerned over the forced returns of Eritrean and other asylum seekers and refugees from Sudan. 
Melissa Fleming is the spokesperson for UNHCR.

Melissa Flemming: "Such deportations amount to refoulement and constitute a serious violation of the 1951 Refugee convention as well as the 2014 Sudanese Asylum Act. We remind the government of Sudan of its obligations under international and Sudanese law and urges the authorities to provide all asylum seekers immediate access to asylum procedures and protection from refoulement. No individual under international refugee law can be involuntarily returned to a country where he or she has well-founded fear of persecution."

There are over 160,000 refugees and asylum seekers in Sudan mainly from Eritrea, Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Chad and South Sudan.

In sports, we start with local action where the National Football Association is making preparations to participate in the upcoming CECAFA football championship. 
The regional tournament will run from the 9th -23rd of August in Kigali-Rwanda.  
The general secretary of the football association, William Akot says National champs Atlabara will represent the country at the tournament.  

And in the football World Cup, Brazil, German, Argentina and the Netherlands are the lineup for the semi-finals of the tournament.  

Hosts Brazil advanced after a 2-1 win over Colombia on Saturday, while the Germans made it through in a 1-nil defeat to France.  

The Dutch needed a penalty shoot out to beat Costa Rica 4-3 after ending normal time in a nil all draw, while Argentina beat Belgium 1-nil.
The semi-finals start tomorrow, Tuesday, with Brazil taking on Germany and on Wednesday the Netherlands face Argentina.  

Finals will be played on Sunday.  

To end the news here are the main stories.
· Scholars recommend federalism as a possible remedy for current crisis

· Human rights commission calls for respect of freedom  of expression 

· OXFAM warns of big funding shortfall for humanitarian assistance 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Agole Alex
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