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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Agole Alex.
The Headlines:
· Presidents confirm attendance at Independence Day celebrations.  

· Renovation work launched at Juba International airport 
· Thousands of copies of the citizen newspaper seized in Juba 

Two Heads of State have confirmed their attendance at the third anniversary Independence celebrations.

Uganda’s President Yoweri Museveni and Uhuru Kenyatta of Kenya have confirmed their presence during the celebrations on Wednesday.

Government spokesperson Michael Makuei confirmed the development to journalists in Juba today. 

Makuei says all necessary measures have been put in place and the Ministry of the Interior is working on security arrangements for the day.   
President Salva Kiir has launched rehabilitation work at Juba International Airport.  
Repair work will include maintenance and extension of the runway, upgrading the navigation system and paving of the parking lots and the apron for the planes. 

The renovations will be done by the Chinese Harbour Engineering company and are expected to take up to 30 months.

 Speaking at the ground breaking ceremony, President Kiir called on the engineering company to ensure proper repairs are done.  

President Kiir: “Any independent country, just like South Sudan, is expected to have better facilities up to international standards… This Juba Airport has taken our money since 2005. It’s my pleasure today to kick off this important development for Juba International Airport which is the face of our nation. I therefore thank and encourage the company that has now been given an award to do the job and I must congratulate this company and urge them to double their efforts so that they finish the work in the shortest time possible.”

The deputy general Manager of the Chinese company, Li Yi said top quality repair work will be done.  

Li Yi: “China Harbour Engineering Company will try our best to allocate all the necessary resources needed to make sure that the project will be done in perfect and high efficiency. We would like to reassure the government and its people of great satisfaction with first class quality and first class credit making our own contribution to further the bilateral economic cooperation between the two countries.”

Phase one of the repairs is expected to cost up to 150 million US dollars. 

International and national scholars have recommended the federal system of governance for the country’s current situation.

The scholars include foreign consultant Douglas Johnson, Luka Biong Deng, Lam Akol Ajawin, Jaafer Karim Juma among others.

More in the following report with Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual.

Reech Malual: “Addressing a public lecture at the University of Juba, federation expert Dr. Douglas Johnson from the United Kingdom said the federal system is relevant to the current situation because he believes it would address the apparent divisions. He said pre-Independence; the Sudan government divided the then Southern Sudan into regions to weaken the Southern part of the country. Mr. Johnson said federalism should not be sought on tribal lines, and also stressed its difference from the Kokora of the early 1980’s”. 

Dr. Douglas Johnson: “I have every reason to be suspicious of the outbreak of a new Kokora. Let it be clear that Kokora is not the same as federalism. It does not create a federal state in Equatoria or any place in south Sudan. It weakens the powers of the region.”
Several speakers at the public lecture also voiced their opinions on federalism. 

· “Setting up the federal system requires that all groups have the consent to operate such a way.” 
· “Political system optimum satisfaction for all students in the university of juba is attainable by joining together presidential and federalism.”

· “Federalism basically means the sovereign divisions of power not division of people get this right.” 
· “Federalism is relevant to the Republic of South Sudan if we want it lets go for it if we don’t want it is up to us.”
Reech Malual: “Some of the speakers also recognized that the elite could take advantage of the federal system to oppress the illiterate. They also fear it could perpetuate further division on tribal and regional lines. According to the University of Juba’s recent survey by Dr. Jaa’fer Karim Juma, professor of statistics, about 80% of the students are in favour of a federation, while 20% prefer decentralized governance. A civil society’s survey on federalism headed by South Sudan Law society, conducted in 2012 shows that eight states are pro-federal system while two others are for decentralization. I am Reech Malual Radio Miraya News.”
Around 3,000 copies of the citizen newspaper have been confiscated by security personnel, according to the paper’s Editor in Chief.

Nhial Bol says the copies were seized at Juba International airport as they were being brought into the country this morning.

Nhial Bol suspects the confiscation was because of a piece in the paper about federalism. 

Nhial Bol: “That is the only reason. They told us not to run anything on federalism and we found it impossible. There is no way a media house can censor the views of the citizens who are debating issues in a peaceful manner – there is no way. We can’t. If people who are opposed to federalism come, I will give them a forum and those who are advocating for it, we give them the same forum… We are not the ones advocating for federalism. We are only disseminating views of the citizens – that’s all.”
The confiscation of the Citizen newspaper comes just a few days after security forces are said to have seized copies of the Juba Monitor newspaper.

Radio Miraya got in touch with the President’s Press Secretary Ateny Wek Ateny who said his office has not received any information on the confiscation. 

Ateny says he would make a comment once he has received the reports. 

The Chairperson of South Sudan Human Rights Commission has called on the government to give guidance and allow for free and healthy debates the citizens might generate on different issues.

Speaking at a public lecture at the University of Juba at the weekend, Lawrence Korbandy says public opinion is a constitutional right to be respected. 

Korbandy also called on the students to have a high level of tolerance to engage differing opinions among themselves.

Lawrence Korbandy: “To the government of South Sudan at all levels, they should provide leadership in management of this process on the debate on any issue the citizens may generate. Their role is to manage not to interfere with public opinions because these are opinions guaranteed by our interim national constitution. To the people of South Sudan, this is your constitutional right. You should not shy off because your opinion is protected by constitution, unless somebody somewhere does not respect the very constitution.” 

The Ministry of Education has launched a cash transfer scheme to encourage girls to go to school. 

The Ministry has allocated 60 million pounds in addition to a donation of 60 million British pounds to facilitate girl child education. 

The cash-transfer scheme covers girls between the classes of Primary Five and Senior Four. 

The Undersecretary in the Education Ministry, Michael Lopuke, says each child will receive a specified amount of money against their name to cover tuition fees. 

Michael Lopuke: “Every girl is getting an amount of 125 South Sudanese Pounds annually. This money is paid once, the total amounts that have been injected by the UK Aid is 6 Million over a period of five and a half years from 2013 to 2018. The government of South Sudan is putting in especially this year 60 Million that is annually, and we are projecting that it will need an additional of 20 million for every year for the next 5 years for us in order to really to meet the this needs for all the schools in the republic of South Sudan.”

Joseph Timmons is a member of the UK government and a consultant for Girl Child Education in South Sudan. He says the scheme targets all girls across the country. 

Joseph Timmons: “All girls will be targeted over the period of this project. It is the hope and wish of our government through UK Aid which comes from the British people to support the development of this country, and to alleviate some of the extreme poverty that the people encounter. The British government have committed 60 Million British pound GBP over five and a half years the program, I believe it is fair to say this point that what this represent is a move to help and enhance the capacity of the people of South Sudan and the government and that certainly this things will be subject to review in the fullness of time.”

The first cash transfers have already been made to students in Eastern Equatoria, Central Equatoria, Lakes State, Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Western Bahar el Ghazal States. 
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The Inter-Church Committee and Muslim community in Western Equatoria State has held prayers for peace.

The prayers are part of activities organized to mark the country’s third Independence anniversary. 

Samuel Enosa Peni is the Bishop of the Nzara diocese of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan.

Bishop Samuel Enosa Peni: “The main thing why we have initiated this prayer, because there have been many things that have happened in our country (since) there has been crisis. We thank God for our state because when we asked them they were able to give us this short time that we can come to pray for this nation. As we come close to the celebration of the third anniversary of our nation, we are praying that God will restore the peace that we need, that the fear that is there will go out of us. We want this nation to prosper. We want our people to live in peace and to live without fear.”

War and destruction have largely affected education services in Leer County, Unity State. 

The county’s Education Coordinator, Jeremiah Gatnor says facilities were destroyed and looted as government soldiers clashed with opposition forces. 

Gatnor says they are planning to reopen schools, but lack the facilities and manpower. 

Jeremiah Gatnor: “The situation of education is really very worse because the children are actually scattered during the war, the facilities of education are looted and the education environment are ...”
Gatnor is calling on partners in the education sector to support the county as it tries to get children back into schools. 

In regional news, police in Kenya have fired teargas to disperse a crowd of demonstrators in Central Nairobi.

About 2000 people had gathered to demonstrate against the government of President Uhuru Kenyatta.

Police fired teargas when some of the protestors shouted “Uhuru must go” and climbed over statues ahead of a planned political rally. 

The rally was called by opposition leader Raila Odinga to demand dialogue over recent militant assaults, an economic slowdown and other grievances.

Odinga says it is not a bid to unseat the government.

Ghana is treating its first suspected case of the deadly Ebola virus. The country’s health ministry confirms that the case was reported in a clinic in the capital, Accra.

The Ebola outbreak has so far killed more than 460 people since it broke out in Guinea in February and spread to neighboring Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

The World Health Organization describes it as the world's deadliest outbreak to date and there is no vaccine or cure for Ebola.

In sports, a call for the advancement of sports to promote unity has been made by Vice President, Wani Igga. 

The Vice President was speaking at the launch of the National Olympic Committee at the Nimra Talata Basketball stadium in Juba.  

The South Sudan National Olympic committee is an 11-member committee charged with organizing National associations in different sporting disciplines to prepare for International and national engagements. 

Wani Igga says sports should be used to unite communities.  

And, in Western Equatoria, Cobra Football Club qualified for the finals of independence football tournament after beating Villa United two – nil at Yambio Freedom Square.

In other games, Nile City and Wehida ended their encounter in a two-all draw.  

The last place in the final will be decided today as Nile City will be tussling it out with Yambio Star.
To end the news here are the main stories.
· Presidents confirm attendance at Independence Day celebrations.  

· Renovation work launched at Juba International airport 
· Thousands of copies of the citizen newspaper seized in Juba 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Agole Alex
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