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Good evening. It’s 5 pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines: 
· Free transport organized for Independence day celebrations 

· New Laboratory and Blood Bank inaugurated in Juba.  

· President’s office speaks out on confiscation of newspapers 

The organizing committee for tomorrow’s Independence Day celebrations has prepared free transport for people attending the main celebrations, at the John Garang mausoleum in Juba. 

The deputy chairperson of the organizing committee, Lam Tongur says busses will ferry people back and forth from central locations in Gumbo, New site, Mia Saba (107), Jebel Dina, Gurei, Kor William and other parts of Juba.  

Lam says the buses will start at 7:30am in the morning.  

Lam Tongur: “There will be free buses right from 7:30am that will go on the whole day to bring them here up to Nyakuron Cultural Center, put them down and they walk to the venue. The buses will go back.  When the event is finished at 2pm up to 3pm, they will still get them where they were dropped. They will pick their buses and go home.  So our work is pretty much to mobilize the public to come for the Independence celebrations to celebrate the third anniversary with the people of South Sudan and to turn up in big numbers, celebrate this important day which has nothing to do with any individual opinion.  It is Independence Day and it is a day all South Sudanese around the world will be celebrating at that particular time.” 

Meanwhile, scouts and guides are assisting Juba City Council to make sure the streets are clean and the town is ready for the celebrations.  

Groups of volunteers have been sweeping roads and painting routes within Juba town in preparation for the day.  

The leader of the scouts association, John Ladu Stephen, says this independence is very important to the people of South Sudan.

John Ladu: “For sure a person can be happy for the day of tomorrow. We as scouts we are preparing. We are cleaning and painting the road because this is the important road. Ministers will be using this road; also presidents from different country will be using this road. That is why we scouts are having importance in the independence we are having. That is why it is not only cleaning and painting, we shall also join in the marching like any other group.”

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says security arrangements are in place ahead of tomorrow’s celebrations.  
Aguer says security has been deployed to ensure the celebrations are conducted in peace.
Col. Aguer: “The security forces that are in charge of maintaining the security of Juba town have done their best in preparations. The security is more stable in Juba than a week ago. You have not heard for the last two days many gun shots from either a drunken soldier or from criminals that have been disturbing civilians at night. Juba is quiet and we are sure 100 per cent that the celebrations of tomorrow will be peaceful celebrations that people of south Sudan will celebrate the independence in a peaceful manner.”

On the security situation in the rest of the country, the army spokesperson says the SPLA is in control of areas in Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei States.  

Aguer says the opposition has bases in certain areas of Jonglei and Manyo County in Upper Nile.  

SPLA soldiers have been warned against indiscipline during the Independence celebrations. 

The army deputy Chief of General Staff for Logistics Lt. Gen. Maleek Ruben Malual says no soldier is permitted to fire shots in the air or engage in any misconduct.   

Lt. Gen. Maleek: “Nobody should shoot anyhow. Even if you are so excited you celebrate it indoors, don’t use gunshots because gunshots create panics to the public. I wanted you whole heartedly to support this celebration to be peaceful, through your engagements. Through your commitment, we will attain the best celebration of third anniversary of our independence. Let us make a difference in this celebration such that the world should look at us we are committed we are responsible, and we are in control of this country.” 

The Deputy chief of staff was meeting with SPLA generals and Ugandan troops ahead of Independence.  

At the event, the task commander for the Ugandan forces, Gen. Kanyaja Muhanga spoke of strong historical ties between the SPLA and the Ugandan army, the UPDF. 

Gen. Muhanga: “UPDF being here you know in support of the SPLA. We always coordinate on daily basis on so many issues concerning politics and many fields so it is very important when we interact on such a day to commemorate together with our friends the Independence Day of the SPLA because of our strong historical ties. The SPpLA has given us a shoulder in defeating the LRA, so whatever happens in South Sudan affects Uganda and whatever happens in Uganda affects South Sudan so we have been supporting each other like that.”

A new National Public Health Laboratory, Blood Bank and Diagnostic Center has been inaugurated in Juba.  

The laboratory, worth about 16 million pounds was opened by President Salva Kiir this morning.  

The Blood storage center expected to accommodate more than 1 thousand mount of liters of blood from donors was constructed with funding from the Global fund and other development partners. 

It was inaugurated by President Salva Kiir.  The President also laid the foundation stone for the construction of the Dr. John Garang Diagnostic and Medical Center. 

President Kiir says the facility will handle medical procedures that would previously require patients to travel abroad.

President Salva Kiir: “As we move forward along the path of providing services to our people, let us remember and bear in our hearts and our minds that there are millions of people in villages across the country who are in need of health services. They must not be disadvantaged compared to the urban compatriot. You should put the people first, guarantee them longer and healthier lives and avoid the options whereby millions of pounds are squandered on referring patients abroad for lack of local facilities.”

According to statistics the government spends about 200 million dollars annually for overseas treatment
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The President’s Office says it was not aware of the confiscation of copies of the citizen newspaper. 

About 3,000 copies of the paper were reportedly seized by security agents at Juba International Airport, as they were brought into the country on Monday morning.  

The paper’s Editor-in-Chief Nhial Bol yesterday told Radio Miraya he suspected the confiscation was because of an opinion piece that was published in the paper on federalism.  

The President’s Press Secretary Ateny Wek Ateny says the confiscation was not communicated by the President’s office. 
Ateny Wek Ateny: “I would rather say so, simply because they were directives from above. If you heard what I said at a press conference last week, it was that no order has come from the President with respect to curtailing freedom of speech with regards to federalism.  What he has written has nothing that would warrant anyone to confiscate a newspaper.  I have actually addressed this to the responsible people and they are going to take action on curtailing such behaviors not to continue to happen.”
Last week copies of the Juba Monitor newspaper were also confiscated.

In regional news: In the Central African Republic, rebel fighters and armed Muslim civilians have reportedly killed "many" people in an attack on a church compound where thousands of civilians had taken refuge. 

The Reuters news agency is reporting that the attack happened in Bambari, 380 km northwest of the capital Bangui. 

Church officials say fighters from the Seleka rebel movement and armed civilians from the town's Muslim community entered the Cathedral, where between 4,000 and 6,000 mainly Christian civilians are sheltering.  

A priest at the church says the attackers believed that Christian militia fighters, known as anti-balaka or anti-machete, were based inside. 

The attack comes just a day before the French Defence Minister was due to visit the town, where a grenade attack injured seven French soldiers last week.

And in sports, Super Star Football Club has qualified for the finals of the Independence football championship in Lainya County, Central Equatoria State. 

The Super Stars went through after beating Sunrise 4-1 at Lainya freedom square on Monday evening. Super Star next meets Fly Eagle FC in the finals on Independence day tomorrow.  Fly Eagle made it through after a 1-nil win over Lainya Central on Monday evening. 

In Western Equatoria, Yambio Star finished top of group B with six points after defeating Nile City 3 - nil in a fascinating game played on Monday evening at Gbudue stadium. 

Yambio Star will meet Cobra in the final that will take place tomorrow. 

To end the news here are the main stories:
· Free transport organized for Independence day celebrations 

· New Laboratory and Blood Bank inaugurated in Juba.  

· President’s office speaks out on confiscation of newspapers 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo
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