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Good evening. Happy Independence Day to you all!

This is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· President Salva Kiir makes call for peace, invites opposition and welcomes talk on federalism. 

· Ugandan president, Yoweri Museveni, reiterates his country’s support to the people of South Sudan. 

· China donates 24 million US dollars towards health care 

President Salva Kiir Mayardit has renewed calls to the opposition leader Riek Machar to accept a peaceful solution to the current crisis.

Speaking at the celebrations of the 3rd of Independence Day anniversary in Juba, President Kiir says the opposition should consider lives lost and the effects of the conflict on the people of South Sudan. 
The President said blame games would not get the country anywhere and said a peaceful solution should be found.

President Kiir also invited the former political detainees to join the government in trying to find a solution to the crisis.  

On Federalism, the president stressed that no body is against the idea and that the decision depends on the people of South Sudan.

Addressing the same event, Uganda’s President Yoweri Museveni said peace will only come if all parties commit to the Addis Ababa peace process.

President Museveni says South Sudanese people should learn from the challenges and progress.

The main celebrations in Juba started with a parade by the organized forces including SPLA, police, prison, wildlife, fire bridges, wounded heroes and Scouts.

In Kuajok, the capital of Warrap state, hundreds of citizens turn out to celebrate the third anniversary of Independence Day at the freedom square. 

Akec Tong Aleu, Warrap state acting governor urged the entire citizen of the state to advocate for the unity and the reconciliation

In Western Bahr el Ghazal, a procession of organized forces, civil servants and citizens was held from the Wau Peace square to Wau stadium where the celebrations were held.  

Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan revealed plans to inaugurate a new Maternity wing at Wau Teaching Hospital, to serve both Jur River and Wau County Headquarters. 

Governor Rizik assured the people of the provision of basic services. 

Meanwhile the Northern Bahr el Ghazal State caretaker governor, Kuel Aguer Kuel urged all the citizens of the state to pay taxes.

Kuel explains that this will enable the government to deliver social services to them. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The Inspector General of Police Pieng Deng Kuol has refuted reports of a “shoot to kill” instruction for security agents during Independence.  

The reports published in sections of the media were attributed to the Minister for the Interior Aleu Ayeny Aleu, who was quoted as directing security organs to shoot and kill anyone who violates the curfew.  

Inspector General of Police, Pieng Deng Kuol says the reports are false. 

The IGP says the Ministers comments were taken out of context.    

Today’s Independence Day celebrations are taking place as the country is in a crisis, following events of last December.  

In his message today, UN Secretary General Ban Ki is reminding the leaders of South Sudan that the ongoing conflict is a man-made crisis. 

Mr. Ban says it is the responsibility of the leadership and within their power to stop it. 

The Secretary General is calling on the government and opposition to lay down their arms and return immediately to the negotiation table. 

Mr. Ban is also assuring the people of South Sudan that the United Nations stands with them and will continue to make every effort to provide them the protection and humanitarian assistance that is their basic right.

In her outgoing message as Special representative for the UN Secretary General, Hilde F. Johnson has made a strong call for the end to the ongoing crisis.  

Speaking before her departure at Juba International airport, Ms. Johnson said the SPLM in the government and the opposition should be held accountable for the conflict.  

The outgoing UN Special representative said the country has been plagued by three main diseases since the Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed in 2005.  

SRSG Johnson: “The first disease, the cancer of corruption with the oil becoming a curse rather than a blessing, the second disease rule by the gun and not by the law, with impunity among security forces and services, and the third disease rule by a self-serving elite, - for the elite, and much less for the people.  And these diseases have been contagious throughout the interim period and after independence. These diseases have not only affected the population negatively, they also have the capacity to make South Sudan so sick that the country can fail. It hasn’t yet but it can”. 

The Chinese government has announced a grant of 24 million US dollars to go towards healthcare.  

The pledge was made during a recent visit by Vice President Wani Igga to China.  

The Vice President says the funding will be used to purchase drugs and medical supplies for the Mayardit hospital.

Meanwhile, the Chinese government has also pledged its continued support for the ongoing peace process. 

Vice President Wani Igga says officials of the Chinese People’s party have offered training for SPLM carders.  

Wani Igga: “The CPC is ready to train SPLM cadres up to the tune of 40 personnel and these will be trained in China, two groups of 20 each at different times but beginning in July.  The second group will be somewhere around November this year so it has a wealth of experience – the SPLM can definitely benefit from them organizationally and all aspects of building.  Announcement of new grants for this year alone 20-14 totaling to 24miln US dollars plus 1.4 million worth of drugs for Mayardit hospital”. 

International humanitarian group - AMREF health Africa has conducted close to 700 medical procedures on people injured in the ongoing conflict.  

The consultations include general surgeries for people who have suffered serious injury, mainly gunshot wounds.  

AMREF country Director, George Bhoka says they are targeting up to three thousand cases.

George Bhoka: “We are forecasting that in the short and medium term we are likely to reach about 3,000 consultations.  What we are basically doing is general surgery and orthopedic surgery. In general surgery we provide treatment for people that are injured in various hospitals, in orthopedic surgery we basically look at cases that are fractures e.g broken bones that need to be repaired.  So what we basically do is to organize specialists from the East African region, working closely with specialists in Juba teaching hospital and Wau to screen the cases and operate them within the country.” 

In foreign news: The World Health Organization (WHO) said 50 new cases of the deadly Ebola disease have been reported. 

A spokesman with the WHO says health workers are struggling to contain the outbreak in Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea. 

Media reports say Ghana's health ministry has confirmed that tests on a US citizen showed he did not have the disease. 

The man had recently visited Sierra Leone and Guinea and was quarantined after showing signs of the virus. 

In a statement on Tuesday, the WHO said the latest figures from health ministries in Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea showed a total of 844 cases since the epidemic began in February.

And in sports, hosts Brazil have suffered a humiliating 7-1 defeat to Germany in the first of the semi-final games of the World cup tournament.  

Brazil’s Coach Luiz Felipe Scolari has described the defeat as "the worst day of his life", and said he took responsibility. 

Scolari has asked the Brazilian people to excuse the team for its performance.

Germany’s Miroslav Klose broke the record for scoring 16 goals in World Cup history.   

In today’s match, the Netherlands takes on Argentina. 

To end the news here are the main stories.

· President Salva Kiir makes call for peace, invites opposition and welcomes talk on federalism. 

· Ugandan president, Yoweri Museveni, reiterates his country support to the people of South Sudan. 

· China donates 24 million US dollars towards health care 

Happy Independence and Stay tuned to Radio Miraya for special programming of today’s Independence Day celebrations. I am Susan Dokolo.
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