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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo

The Headlines:
· IGP reports peaceful Independence Day celebrations 

· Public Service Ministry announces national holiday today – Thursday 

· UNICEF and WFP step up assistance to communities affected by conflict 

The Inspector General of Police Pieng Deng says Independence Day celebrations were relatively peaceful across the country. 
In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, IGP Pieng says he has not received any reports of major incidents.  

Meanwhile, two people were reportedly shot dead by unknown gunmen along the Juba-Mundri road.  

The IGP says the incident took place on Tuesday, a day before Independence.  

In a separate incident two other people were killed in Hai Zande and a child was knocked dead by an over speeding vehicle in Juba.  

The IGP says the cases are being investigated.

Pieng Deng: “The one on Mundri road is around KODA … That is the report I have here and we have not arrested those who did that. Otherwise there is one SPLA officer that is accused in Hai Zande. We are still looking for him but we have not yet arrested him but (we have) his name. He is a suspect and therefore we have asked now the SPLA to look for him and for sure he is going to be arrested.”

The Ministry of Labour and Public Service has announced today, Thursday, as a national holiday.  

The undersecretary in the ministry Helen Aciro says the day is to allow the public to rest following yesterday’s Independence Day celebrations.

Helen Aciro: “The public holiday is for the third Independence (anniversary). It has been extended to cover Thursday so work resumes on Friday. People seem to have really taken off their time for quite a long time and a lot of things were taking place, almost beyond the normal hours of the day so it was felt that there was need for the public to have a rest so that they can continue to celebrate and then Friday it is mandatory, everybody should report to their places of work.”

At yesterday’s third Independence Day celebrations, President Salva Kiir said the agreement signed between the government and David Yau Yau’s South Sudan Democratic Movement/ Army Cobra Faction will soon be signed into law.
The agreement endorsed by the national legislature includes the establishment of Greater Pibor Administrative Area.

Speaking at the celebrations, President Kiir notes the country has experience of solving its own internal crisis. 

He appreciated David Yau Yau for accepting the peace deal.

The President also appreciated the efforts of the Ugandan government in sending troops to South Sudan. 

President Kiir said the Ugandan forces, the UPDF, will not leave until the country is secure.  

The President also said the SPLA is committed to the ceasefire and further announced preparations by regional countries to send troops as part of an IGAD protection force.  

Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin said the IGAD forces will protect civilians and teams of monitors deployed by IGAD mediators. 

Barnaba Marial Benjamin: “During the IGAD summit on the 27 December 2013, it was agreed that these countries will contribute the protection and stability force which will protect the civilians as well as the monitors and important infrastructure.  Already now we have received forces from Ethiopia, Rwanda and on the way, forces from Kenya and Burundi are coming soon – so the process is going on.”
Independence Day was marked across the country. 

Upper Nile State Governor, Simon Kun Puoch says his government is working on reopening schools in the state next week.  

Schools have been closed following fighting between government and opposition forces.  

Addressing an Independence Day gathering at the Malakal football stadium, Governor Kun Puoch said his government is committed to restoring security in all counties and providing basic services and encouraged people seeking safety at UN protection sites to return to their homes.  

The Governor instructed the Ministry of physical Infrastructure to work on water and electricity stations.

In Kuajok, the capital of Warrap State, Acting State Governor Akec Tong Aleu, urged the citizens of the state to advocate for the unity and the reconciliation

In Western Bahr el Ghazal, Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan revealed plans to inaugurate a new maternity wing at Wau Teaching Hospital, to serve both Jur River and Wau County Headquarters. 

Governor Rizik assured the people of the provision of basic services. 

Meanwhile the Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Caretaker Governor Kuel Aguer Kuel urged all the citizens of the state to pay taxes, saying it would enable the government to deliver social services to the people. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
UN children’s organization UNICEF and the World Food Programme are stepping up joint missions to reach desperate people in remote areas of South Sudan.

In a press release, the organizations say the number of children at risk of death from malnutrition-related causes has increased dramatically and a hunger catastrophe is looming.

The organizations noted the situation is most dire in the three conflict-affected states of Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile.

Data indicates as much as 60 to 75 percent of the population is severely food-insecure in those areas.  

An estimated 235,000 children under the age of 5 will require treatment for severe acute malnutrition this year; twice as many as last year.

In regional news, the United Nations has welcomed a proposal by the African Union to send troops to address the threat of the Boko Haram in Nigeria. 

Leader of the AU grouping resolved to consider deploying a regional security force during a two-day summit in Equatorial Guinea last month.  

The UN Special Envoy for West Africa, Said Djinnit said the force would be welcome to address the threat of the militant group that has already claimed the lives of hundreds in Northern Nigeria.  

Said Djinnit: "With growing insecurity in the north-east of the country, coupled with the political tensions and divisions in the lead up to the 2015 general elections, Nigeria is at a crossroads. It is therefore critical in my view, that the Council members continue to lend their support to efforts and initiatives aimed at preserving stability in Nigeria which have in the few decades played a prominent role in the maintenance of regional and global peace and security."

In the last two weeks, innocent civilians have died and many others have fled their homes in 18 attacks led by the terrorist group in the north of Nigeria.

In sports, Argentina are through to the finals of the football world cup tournament after beating the Netherlands 4-2 on penalties.  

Normal time ended in a nil-all draw, unlike Tuesday’s semi-final game between Brazil and Germany that saw the hosts ejected in a humiliating 7-1 defeat.  

This is Argentina’s first time to reach the finals in 24 years.  They will meet Germany in the finals on Sunday.

And, Nigeria has been suspended from all international football by FIFA amid allegations of government interference in its football federation. 

The ban means no Nigerian team - including club sides - can play internationally. 

FIFA had given Nigeria's government until Tuesday to reinstate the sacked Nigeria Football Federation executive committee. 

The committee was dissolved last week and replaced by a sole administrator. 

In a statement, FIFA, the world football's governing body, said the suspension will be lifted once the "properly elected NFF executive committee, the NFF general assembly and the administration are able to work without any interference in their affairs".

To end the news here are the main stories:
· IGP reports peaceful Independence Day celebrations 

· Public Service Ministry announces National holiday today – Thursday 

· UNICEF and WFP step up assistance to communities affected by conflict 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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