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Good afternoon. It’s 1 pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Fresh attacks reported in Upper Nile and Unity states  
· African Union extends mandate of the AU commission of enquiry on South Sudan 

· Nations mark World Population Day today with a call for increased investment in youth  

The army is reporting fresh attacks on its positions in Upper Nile and Unity states.  

Reports say explosions, heavy shelling and gun fire were heard in Nasir County.  

SPLA Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer confirmed the incident to Radio Miraya and says they have not yet received reports of casualties.  

Philip Aguer: “Forces of Riek Machar have been violating the ceasefire since yesterday and this morning they have been shelling Nasir town in Upper Nile. The violations also continue in Unity state where they have attacked Walgai and they have been repulsed and they attacked SPLA base at Guit County in Unity State. When you shell from a distance it is indiscriminate so they have been indiscriminately shelling Nasir town.”
The Military Spokesperson of the opposition Brigadier Lul Ruai denies opposition forces were behind the attacks.

Lul Ruai: “No, that is not true. That is not true. What is happening is that the day before yesterday and Sunday they came out of their trenches and they went to a place called Bording. They started shelling in the direction that they were going to take. They shelled a place called Waitut and Bording. They moved to those areas and started burning down some parts of Waitut and Bording towards Nasir. The intention was to go and steal food and the intention of shelling first was to scare way the civilians. This is exactly what happened the day before yesterday and yesterday. The fact is that they made a U-turn and accused us of shelling their positions – this is not true.”
The European Union is yet to release the names of two military leaders sanctioned for committing atrocities and obstructing the peace. 

This will be the second round of sanctions imposed in relation to the December conflict, after US restrictions announced in May.  

David Lukan has more in this report

David Lukan: “The European Union 28 government grouping resolved Thursday that the sanctions will include a travel ban and asset freeze - as a first step against individuals responsible for obstructing the IGAD-led peace process, breaching the ceasefire and committing human rights violations. The names of the two will be revealed today, Friday, when the sanctions take effect.  The EU said in a statement that commanders and political leaders continue to obstruct the peace process. Perpetrators of gross human rights violations are enjoying impunity. In May the United States government imposed sanctions on Major-General Marial Chanuong, head of President Salva Kiir's presidential guard and Peter Gadet, an army commander loyal to opposition leader Riek Machar. Last month, members of the IGAD grouping also threatened to slap sanctions on the warring sides unless they stopped all military operations. The government and opposition are yet to comment on this new development. I am David Lukan for Radio Miraya News.”

Meanwhile, the African Union assembly has extended the mandate of the AU commission of enquiry on South Sudan by an extra three months.  

The team, chaired by former Nigeria President Olusegun Obasanjo, was established in March by the AU Peace and Security Council as a response to the crisis.

Reech Malual is here with more:
Reech Malual: “The team requested for a three-month extension from July to September, to allow them conduct more extensive consultations with different sectors in all the ten states as well as the diaspora and to finalize investigations.  The five-member commission is tasked with investigating violations of human rights and humanitarian law committed during the crisis and making recommendations relating to healing, reconciliation, accountability, and institutional reforms.  In the first three months of its mandate period, the Commission conducted consultations with President Salva Kiir and Dr. Riek Machar as well as some members of civil society and intellectuals. The investigation comes as part of AU efforts to end the conflict. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News.”
A group of Parliamentarians from the National legislative assembly has returned from a tour of Europe, where they had gone to lobby support for humanitarian assistance and the Addis Ababa peace process. 

The group led by Onyoti Adigo, Member of Parliament and Leader of Minority, visited Germany, the Netherlands and France among others. 

Speaking on arrival from their trip, Onyoti said they were able to garner considerable support to put pressure on the government and the opposition to return to the negotiating table.

Onyoti Adigo: “They were very positive. The Germans are now considering sending their envoy to the peace talks as observers like the TROIKA also France and the Netherlands. These are friends of South Sudan and we think that they should play a greater role in pressurizing the two warring roles to coming to the negotiating table and they were very positive actually. Also in the field of humanitarian assistance they were very concerned, and some other NGOs, we also met with investors and told them when there is peace they have to come and invest in our country.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Last night’s heavy rain has caused flooding in several parts of Juba. 

Parts of Tomping, Mia Saba and Jebel were submerged in water and property destroyed.  

A team from the Ministry of humanitarian affairs is touring the affected areas to assess the damage caused.

Today is World Population Day.  In a statement on the day, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) is calling for increased investment in youth.  

With a world population of 1.8 billion youth, UNFPA stresses support in sexual and reproductive health care to enable young people reach their full potential without inhibitions.  

In the statement, the United Nations Under-Secretary-General and UNFPA Executive Director, Babatunde Osotimehin says a sustainable future depends on having resilient populations, which cannot be achieved without investments in young people. 

In South Sudan, more than half of the population is below the age of eighteen.

Meanwhile the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) is calling on the government to step up efforts of meeting the needs of the population in the country. 

The church based humanitarian organization says less than 8% of the needs have been met.  Banja Daniel is the ADRA project manager for adolescents’ sexual reproductive health.

World Population Day was designated by the United Nations on the 11 July every year to raise awareness of global population issues.

Authorities in Upper Nile state have resolved to ensure that every person reporting to work in the state is paid a salary. 

Awer Dau Agang, Upper Nile state deputy governor says he hopes this will motivate all workers that fled the state, to return and resume their duties.

Agang Dau: “We decided that every state employee in the Upper Nile state return to work and get the salary. We cannot pay public money without working for it. The government decided employees return to resume their work normally. Some already have returned and were paid salaries and they continue to get the salaries. If the workers’ Trade Unions federation has a different idea, let them come to us here in the state to discuss the issue and find a solution to this problem.”
In a related development, the Secretary General South Sudan workers trade Unions federation Pasqually Michael says a team from the federation will visit the state soon to assess the conditions of work for state employees.    

Pasqually Michael: "Initially there was an agreement by the state government to pay its employees present in Juba because of the conditions they are facing. As a union, we are concerned that the employees should be in their places of work where an employee gets salary but the security situation inflicted great harm on the employees. They are unable to travel because flights were crowded to Malakal." 

In regional news, Uganda today marks the third anniversary of a terror attack that killed at least 76 people and injured hundreds others.  

On July 11, 2010, suspected al-Shabaab terrorists bombed two Kampala suburb areas where crowds were watching the World Cup football tournament.  

Ugandan Police have cautioned the public to be on the watch and security is on high alert to prevent similar attacks.

To end the news here are the main stories.

· Fresh attacks reported in Upper Nile and Unity states.  

· African Union extends mandate of the AU commission of enquiry on South Sudan. 

· Nations mark World Population Day today, with a call for increased investment in youth  

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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