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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· European Union names sanctioned military commanders 

· Fresh attacks reported in Upper Nile and Unity states.  

· Heavy rains cause flooding in several parts of Juba.
The European Union has announced sanctions on SPLA Commander Santino Deng Wol and Commander of the Opposition Forces Peter Gatdet.

Speaking exclusively to Radio Miraya this afternoon in Juba, the EU Head of Delegation Sven Kuhn Von Burgsdorff said the two commanders on opposing sides of the conflict have been sanctioned for violating ceasefire agreements signed on 23 January and 9 May this year.

Ambassador Kuhn says the two Generals have been cited for attacks in Bentiu, Unity State.  

The Ambassador says the two have been banned from travel to European Union countries among other restrictions. 

Ambassador Kuhn: “First of all both individuals can no longer travel to any of the 28 EU member State countries. Secondly those two individuals, in case they have any kind of financial or economical assets in any of the 28 countries can no longer access these assets, be it an account, be it any kind of holding, be it any kind of financial interest which can be traced back in the financial institutions in any of these 28 EU member countries. Allow me to underline as well that the EU has always had an arms embargo against Sudan and South Sudan and this arms embargo remains in place.”

This is the second round of sanctions imposed in relation to the December conflict, after US restrictions announced in May.  

The army is reporting fresh attacks on its positions in Upper Nile and Unity states.  

Reports say explosions, heavy shelling and gun fire were heard in Nasir County.  

SPLA Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer confirmed the incident to Radio Miraya and says they have not yet received reports of casualties.  

Philip Aguer: “Forces of Riek Machar have been violating the ceasefire since yesterday and this morning they have been shelling Nasir town in Upper Nile. The violations also continue in Unity state where they have attacked Walgai and they have been repulsed and they attacked SPLA base at Guit County in Unity State. When you shell from a distance it is indiscriminate so they have been indiscriminately shelling Nasir town.”

The Military Spokesperson of the opposition Brigadier Lul Ruai denies opposition forces were behind the attacks.

Lul Ruai: “No, that is not true. That is not true. What is happening is that the day before yesterday and Sunday they came out of their trenches and they went to a place called Bording. They started shelling in the direction that they were going to take. They shelled a place called Waitut and Bording. They moved to those areas and started burning down some parts of Waitut and Bording towards Nasir. The intention was to go and steal food and the intention of shelling first was to scare way the civilians. This is exactly what happened the day before yesterday and yesterday. The fact is that they made a U-turn and accused us of shelling their positions – this is not true.”
Meanwhile, the African Union assembly has extended the mandate of the AU commission of enquiry on South Sudan by an extra three months.  
The team, chaired by former Nigeria President Olusegun Obasanjo, was established in March by the AU Peace and Security Council as a response to the crisis.

Reech Malual is here with more:

Reech Malual: “The team requested for a three-month extension from July to September, to allow them conduct more extensive consultations with different sectors in all the ten states as well as the diaspora and to finalize investigations.  The five-member commission is tasked with investigating violations of human rights and humanitarian law committed during the crisis and making recommendations relating to healing, reconciliation, accountability, and institutional reforms.  In the first three months of its mandate period, the Commission conducted consultations with President Salva Kiir and Dr. Riek Machar as well as some members of civil society and intellectuals. The investigation comes as part of AU efforts to end the conflict. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News.”

A group of Parliamentarians from the National legislative assembly has returned from a tour of Europe, where they had gone to lobby support for humanitarian assistance and the Addis Ababa peace process. 

The group led by Onyoti Adigo, Member of Parliament and Leader of Minority, visited Germany, the Netherlands and France among others. 

Speaking on arrival from their trip, Onyoti said they were able to garner considerable support to put pressure on the government and the opposition to return to the negotiating table.

Onyoti Adigo: “They were very positive. The Germans are now considering sending their envoy to the peace talks as observers like the TROIKA also France and the Netherlands. These are friends of South Sudan and we think that they should play a greater role in pressurizing the two warring roles to coming to the negotiating table and they were very positive actually. Also in the field of humanitarian assistance they were very concerned, and some other NGOs, we also met with investors and told them when there is peace they have to come and invest in our country.”
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A delegation, headed by US ambassador to South Sudan Susan Page, has visited Malakal in Upper Nile State to assess the humanitarian situation among Internally Displaced Persons. 

The delegation met with the IDP community leaders and discussed ways of maintaining peace.  

Ambassador Page reiterated her call on the government and the opposition to lay down their arms and find a peaceful solution to the conflict.

A team from the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs has toured areas affected by last night’s heavy rain.  

The team visited parts of Tomping, Mia Saba, Gudele Block 5 and Manga Teen and found homes submerged in water. 

Alison Barnaba is the Director for emergency response and preparedness.

Alison Barnaba: “There is too much water occupying many houses around and even the roads. It is impossible in other places and now on our way to Manga teen we have seen the other side and as it has happened, it needs much effort. This is what I have seen right now, and I have seen that people have evacuated their houses because they cannot stay inside the water, because they want to find a highland place where they will stay for at least  and they will go back to their places, well I found inside that there was a water all flooding inside and even the beds were all under  water. I sat on one of the bed which was outside and it was very difficult to put my legs proper I have to dip my legs in the water.”
Meanwhile more than 100 IDPs have been relocated from the UN protection site in Tomping to the new site at UN House in Jebel.   

The IDPs were taken by bus this morning after last night’s heavy rain flooded much of the Protection of civilian area in Tomping. 

Klem Ryan is the Head of operations of the Recovery, Reintegration, and Peace building unit. 

Ryan says the relocation process will continue.  

Klem Ryan: “One hundred and nineteen this morning but we can transport up to four hundred people per day so we are currently registering people who wish to go and they should present themselves to the IOM registration desk and the transit site and there will be bus out in the following day and allocated a plot and also a materials also to build a very secure shelters upper the UN house.”   

The new site in Jebel can accommodate up to 13,000 people.  

International humanitarian group, AMREF health Africa, has officially launched emergency outreach clinics for people affected by the conflict.  

Radio Miraya reported earlier this week that the consultations include general surgeries for people who have suffered serious injury, mainly gunshot wounds.  

AMREF is hoping to conduct up to 3,000 consultations in the area of Juba, Bor, Bentiu and Malakal.  

Speaking at the official launch today, the director general for medical services in the Ministry of Health Janet Micheal says the project will increase access to emergency services.

Janet Michael: “On behalf of the ministry and the minster I would like to appreciate the effort that the AMREF has taken. And as I seed the project would like to increase accesses to emergency and surgical services for the casualties in the conflict. And of course to increase provision to maternal and child health this is really needed and I am sure our children and women would smile again”.

The Adventist Development and Relief Agency - ADRA is calling on the government to step up efforts of meeting the needs of the population in the country. 

The church based humanitarian organisation says less than 8% of the needs have been met.  
Banja Daniel is the ADRA project manager for adolescents’ sexual reproductive health.

Today marks the World Population Day, a day designated by the United Nations on the 11th of July every year to raise awareness of global population issues.

Free operations are being conducted on women affected by obstetric fistula in Wau, Western Bhar el Ghazal State. 

The campaign has been organized by Wau teaching hospital and targets up to 100 women from Western and Northern Bahr el-Ghazal.  

The medical director for Wau teaching hospital, Edmond Sebit Ramadan says the free clinic will run for a period of one month.

Edmond Sebit Ramadan: “The time fixed for the campaign was first of July, but we have started the day before yesterday due to some delay in preparations. The expected number for the operation for the period of one month is one hundred cases. Up to now we have registered 51 cases out of which 12 cases from yesterday to day have operated successfully. This campaign is for all the states of greater Bahr el Ghazal, and most cases came from Aweil.”  

Fistula is a dangerous medical condition characterized by a hole in the birth canal caused by prolonged Labor due to the lack of timely and adequate medical care.

In foreign news, Amnesty International has identified individuals it believes are responsible for atrocities recently committed in the Central African Republic.

Media reports suggest several leaders from rebels and militia groups, as well as former Presidents Francois Bozize and Michel Djotodia, are named by the rights group.

The trouble in CAR began as Mr Djotodia's mainly Muslim rebels seized power in March last year.

The majority Christian state then descended into ethno-religious warfare.

Thousands of people have been killed and almost a quarter of the country's 4.6 million inhabitants have been forced from their homes.

To end the news here are the main stories:
· European Union names sanctioned military commanders 

· Fresh attacks reported in Upper Nile and Unity states.  

· Heavy rains cause flooding in several parts of Juba.

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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