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Good Afternoon. It is 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo

The Headlines
· Elders from the Greater Equatoria region launch peace initiative
· Aid agencies seek funding for South Sudanese refugees in neighboring countries
· Morocco and Algeria offer university scholarships to South Sudanese students 
Elders from the Greater Equartoria region have embarked on a peace initiative in Upper Nile and Bahr- El-Ghazal. 

Western Equatoria State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro says a group of six6 elders from Western, Eastern and Central Equatoria will be meeting in Juba for the next two days and will then travel to meet with elders in Upper Nile and the Bahr El-Ghazal region.
 

Bangasi says the elders will attempt to bring sustainable peace and co-existence among South Sudanese.

Bakosoro: “We want to come to narrow down our differences, our doubts, so that now we ask the government for a sustainable peace in the country. So we brought these elders so that we can now sit with other elders in other states together as one family, one people and one nation to cement and understand ourselves in this fiasco in which South Sudan is undergoing. Can elders also doing something good for the country or no. So that we begin to talk among ourselves as elders of South Sudanese people together with greater Bahr-El- Ghazal and Greater Upper Nile.”
A new women’s hospital has been opened in Lakes State.  

The Kiir Mayardit Women’s Hospital in Rumbek is built to accommodate up to 60 patients, and is fully furnished with equipment for antenatal and gynecology services.  

The facility, constructed with support from the Chinese government, will offer free services to patients from across the country.

Speaking at the launch, President Salva Kiir said women are a priority to the government.  

Kiir: “They, women, are the worst marginalized of marginalized people. Because of that we listen and sympathized with their cries and we say this hospital should to go the women and be built in Rumbek as a women’s centre for South Sudan. That is why I went there before. The machines which are there, these machines will not allow people to suffer again when there are qualified doctors who know how to operate these machines, we will be having no problem.

While in Rumbek, President Kiir also laid a foundation stone for the Bank of South Sudan Currency Centre.  

The bank will serve as a reserve facility for local and foreign currency.  

Speaking at the function, the President said the institution will boost the economy and create job opportunities for the local community.

Kiir: “This bank will encourage employment, local employment, because I don’t thinks that local staff will be brought all the way from Beijing. There must be staff from here, workers for the physical work, like the mechanic, whatever, electronics. Why would they be brought all the way from China. If you have such people, they can be employed here. And this is how the economy grows. So we are happy today to lay this foundation for this bank and we will make sure that the bank is raised from this ground out of nothing. It will have to grow and this is the beginning. Let us all work together to support friends who have come to support us.” 

The reserve bank is being constructed by a Chinese company at a cost of more than 22 million US dollars.  Construction work is expected to take 18 months. 

A new hospital constructed with funding from the Constituency Development Fund has also been opened in Moreno County, Central Equatorial State.  

The hospital is built to accommodate up to 100 patients and is the county’s first medical facility since the county was created in 2005.  

Moreno County Commissioner Moses Sore says the facility is well equipped to handle medical procedures.  

Sore: “Work is on. Consultations are going on. We brought a few from the payam, all our payams from the PHCC. We brought them to help with our good relations with Uganda. They have accepted to offer us some few, but of course they will be working till we replace them. We have got a fully functioning OPD. We have got a theatre, we have got a maternity ward. The maternity ward can take 10 beds, the pediatric ward can take 10 beds, the male ward can take 10 beds, the female ward can take beds and we are going to build a surgical ward which will also take 20 beds, 10 for females and ten for males.”  

Humanitarian agencies have made an appeal for more than 650 million US dollars to respond to the growing number of refugees affected by the ongoing crisis. 

The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, estimates as many as 700,000 South Sudanese refugees are expected by the end of 2014.
UNHCR says the worsening humanitarian situation inside South Sudan is fueling an exodus into neighboring Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan and Uganda.

Agency spokesperson Melissa Fleming says many of the refugees are being forced to walk long distances to seek safety and are arriving exhausted, traumatized and malnourished.

Fleming: "We are appealing for these funds as a priority to help these people in the neighbouring countries, also to address the high number of unaccompanied and separated children that are coming, 14,000 of them. To date, we have received some contributions but we are only 24 per cent funded. If this amount does not increase urgently, the consequences could be drastic and will include food shortages, worsening sanitary conditions, heightened risk of disease, and cuts to education programmes. And this obviously exacerbates the hardship faced by refugees."

At present over 400,000 South Sudanese refugees have fled into neighbouring countries.
Affected communities in Unity State are receiving desperately needed aid as the state is faced with an influx of displaced persons.  

With reports of renewed fighting between government and opposition forces, more than 40,000 people are now seeking safety at the UNMISS Protection of Civilians site in Bentiu. 

The UN Children’s organization, UNICEF, is stepping up assistance in the form of education and humanitarian assistance targeted at children. 

UNICEF chief of communications officer Doune Porter explains.

Porter: “We’ll try to provide the issue of education services as well as providing food assistance, that is by airdrop, and also treating children with portions of malnutrition. We are also providing water, sanitation and hygiene for child services. And we have our child protection access free and from time to time children become separated from their families.”
UNICEF WASH Specialist Philip Otieno says they are also providing clean water to the IDPs in the UN compound. 
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The United States government has reiterated its call for the government and opposition to find a peaceful solution to the crisis. 

US Ambassador Susan Page says peace must be achieved to enable people to return to their normal lives. 

Page: “We all want peace to come , and we are absolutely encouraging the leaders or the government of South Sudan as well as Riek Machar and his followers  to lay down their arms and come up with a viable peace plan, whereby people can be safe enough to voluntarily go back to their homes and pick up their livelihoods”.

The ambassador was speaking during a visit to the IDP camp in Malakal, Upper Nile State, where more than 18,000 people are seeking safety. 

Morocco and Algeria are offering scholarships for students holding the 2013 South Sudan Secondary School Certificate or its equivalent. 

The Director General for Training and External Relations, Benjamin Gabriel Apai, says there are 71 scholarships available for sciences students with a few seats for economical sciences. 

Apai says forms are available at the Ministry headquarters in Juba and some will be sent to co-ordination offices in the states.  

Apai: “For Morocco, this is the third year now they are offering us scholarships and it is 50 positions. These are science-based colleges ranging from medicine, engineering and etc. And for Algeria, they are 20 positions and mainly medicine, mathematics and computer science and technology and economical sciences and business management. And we are opening these scholarships from today onwards. The deadline will be the 25th of July. So students are welcome to come to the ministry and get the forms for these scholarships.”
In regional news
Rival militias have clashed at Libya’s main airport, killing at least seven people and injuring 30 others.  
Officials say rebels from the Zintan region who control the international airport were attacked by a rival group trying to take over the area.

Flights have been suspended amid reports of heavy shelling and gunfire.

Libyan leaders have struggled to bring stability to the country since Muammar Gaddafi was removed from power in 2011.
And in sports
Germany is the new champion of the World Cup football tournament after beating Argentina 1-nil in yesterday’s final.  

The Germans took the trophy after Mario Gotze scored the lone goal with only 7 minutes to the end of extra time. 
Our reporter Reech Malual is here with the sports round
Reach’s report:
Argentina’s Lionel Messi failed in several attempts to score, but remains one of the top scorers of the tournament, netting in four goals during the one-month competition. 
This is the fourth time Germany is claiming the trophy. The last time was in 1990, before East and West Germany were unified.  

On Saturday, hosts Brazil lost the losers game 3-nil to the Netherlands, who claimed third place.  

Brazil coach Luiz Felipe Scolari has resigned following his country's failure to win the 2014 World Cup.

Sixty-five-year-old Scolari, won the tournament in 2002, but the hosts could only finish fourth at this year's event. 

Brazil was beaten 7-1 by Germany in the semi-finals, their joint-heaviest loss ever and first home competitive defeat for 39 years. 

Scolari's contract was set to expire after the tournament but media reports say his resignation will be confirmed on Monday by Brazil's football federation.
To end the news here are the main stories.

· Elders from the Greater Equartoria region launch peace initiative

· Aid agencies seek funding for South Sudanese refugees in neighboring countries

· Morocco and Algeria offer university scholarships to South Sudanese students

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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