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Good Evening. It is 5 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· Elders from the Equatoria region launch peace initiative
· Education Ministry acknowledges irregularities as secondary school examinations conclude
· Sale and consumption of alcohol banned in Twic East County, Jonglei State
Elders from the Equatoria region have embarked on a peace initiative in Upper Nile and Bahr El-Ghazal. 

Western Equatoria State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro says a group of six elders from Western, Eastern and Central Equatoria will be meeting in Juba for the next two days and will then travel to meet with elders in Upper Nile and the Bahr El-Ghazal region.
 

Bangasi says the elders will attempt to bring sustainable peace and co-existence among South Sudanese.

Bakosoro: “We want to come to narrow down our differences, our doubts, so that now we ask the government for a sustainable peace in the country. So we brought these elders so that we can now sit with other elders in other states together as one family, one people and one nation to cement and understand ourselves in this fiasco in which South Sudan is undergoing. Can elders also do something good for the country or not, so that we begin to talk among ourselves as elders of South Sudanese people together with greater Bahr El- Ghazal and Greater Upper Nile.”
A meeting to discuss the challenges facing higher education has opened in Juba.  

The two-day meeting is being attended by university Vice Chancellors and members of the National Council for Higher Education.
  

While opening the conference, Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lomorro spoke of the need to improve facilities in the country’s five public universities and institutions of higher learning. 
Lomorro: “We have seen that some of the institutions are established in very remote areas that may have no access to water, no access to internet, the local community are unhelpful, students are depressed, they are unable to go out there and relieve themselves.  I believed that these universities and these colleges which are in this type of environment need special attention. And their teachers are not given the right conditions in order to be stable. They will become a political problem and so we are aware of that. Universities must be dealt with properly and given the right conditions for them not to become agents of political instability.”
The Ministry of Education has acknowledged limited irregularities in the South Sudan Secondary school examinations. 

As students wind up with their papers today, the Deputy Minister for Education, Bol Makueng, says one teacher is being investigated for allegedly passing on photocopies of the exams to his relatives.

Makueng says the case is being investigated, and is confident they will not affect the exams.

Makueng: “It was just a single case when one person, a teacher, a relative, just leaked out the paper to two of his relatives. The rest of the students were not affected and so they were caught and that one is being followed by the security and will be dealt through legal process. The other one from the university is connected with this one also. It was just the photocopying of those late papers which was caught because the others got it, and it was late. It was not in fact the whole school and therefore the security has confined that one now and there are investigating.”
    

Mirella Agustino Modi Gore is the Headmistress of Supiri Secondary School in Juba. 

He tells us the exams went on well at his center.

Mirella: “Last year there were the rumors like that. People say that exams are being photocopied in the markets, the same rumors! The exams are okay. I have no problems in the center here. I hope that the people who are spreading rumors should stop. This is a new country. We have to put our hands together so that we can build this country, not to destroy it through rumors.” 
   

More than 13,000 students were registered to sit the examinations. 
The papers started on the 27th of last month and end today.
President Salva Kiir has laid a foundation stone for the Bank of South Sudan Currency Centre.  

The bank, located in Rumbek, Lakes State, will serve as a reserve facility for local and foreign currency.  

Speaking at the function, the President said the institution will boost the economy and create job opportunities for the local community.

Kiir: “This bank will encourage employment, local employment because I don’t think that local staff will be brought all the way from Beijing. There must be staff from here, workers for the physical work, like the mechanic, whatever, electronics. Why would they be brought all the way from China? If you have such people, they can be employed here and this is how economy grows, so we are happy today to lay this foundation for this bank and we will make sure that the bank rises from this ground out of nothing. It will have to grow and this is the beginning. Let us all work together to support friends who have come to support us.” 

The reserve bank is being constructed by a Chinese company at a cost of more than 22 million US dollars.  

Construction work is expected to take up to 18 months.

While in Rumbek, President Kiir inaugurated a new women’s hospital.  

The Kiir Mayardit Women’s Hospital is built to accommodate up to 60 patients and is fully furnished with equipment for antenatal and gynecology services.  

The facility, constructed with support from the Chinese government, will offer free services to patients from across the country.

Speaking at the launch, President Salva Kiir said women are a priority to the government.  

Kiir: “They, women, are the worst marginalized of marginalized people. So because of that we listen and sympathize with their cries and we say this hospital should to go the women and be built in Rumbek as the women’s centre for South Sudan. That is why I went there before. The machines which are there, these machines will not allow people to suffer again when there are qualified doctors who know how to operate these machines, we will be having no problems.

Meanwhile, a new hospital, constructed with funding from the Constituency Development Fund, has also been opened in Morobo County, Central Equatoria State.  

The hospital is built to accommodate up to 100 patients and is the county’s first medical facility since the county was created in 2005.  

Morobo County Commissioner Moses Soro says the facility is well equipped to handle medical procedures.  

Soro: “Work is on. Consultations are going on. We brought a few from the payam, all our payams, from the PHCC. We brought them to help with our good relations with Uganda. They have accepted to offer us some few but of course they will be working till we replace them. We have got a fully functioning OPD, we have got a theatre, we have got a maternity ward. The maternity ward can take 10 beds, the pediatric ward can take 10 beds, the male ward can take 10 beds, the female ward can take beds and we are going to build a surgical ward which will also take 20 beds, 10 for females ten for males.”

Authorities in Twic East County of Jonglei State have issued an order banning the sale and consumption of alcohol. 

County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurkuch says the ban covers both imported and locally manufactured brew.  

Dau says the restriction follows security and economic concerns. 

Dau: “We  completely ban drinking  imported  alcoholic drinks  and the locally manufactured  drinks, especially  during  wedding  parties and funerals .We banned bringing  drinks to these places because  communities  quarrel and these incidents could threaten the social peace of these communities.”
In sports
Germany is the new champion of the World Cup football tournament after beating Argentina 1-nil in yesterday’s final.  

The Germans took the trophy after Mario Gotze scored the one goal with only seven minutes to the end of extra time. 

Argentina’s Lionel Messi failed in several attempts to score, but remains one of the top scorers of the tournament, netting in four goals during the one month competition.
And in local sports
In the youth football tournament going on in Wau, Western Bahr El-Ghazal State, Shurta FC beat Hai Liola team 2-nil while Hai Denka FC emerged winners with a 1-nil defeat over Hai Jebel team. 

Games resume Saturday when Hai Jebel takes on El Engaz.
To end the news here are the main stories.

· Elders from the Equatoria region launch peace initiative
· Education Ministry acknowledges irregularities as secondary school examinations conclude
· Sale and consumption of alcohol banned in Twic East County, Jonglei State

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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