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Good Afternoon, It is 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo

The Headlines
· Civil society groups express concern over delay in resumption of peace talks

· Northern Bahr el Ghazal authorities pursue suspected defectors
· Security stepped up along the Torit-Kapoeta road, following increased cases of crime
Civil society groups are concerned about an apparent delay in the resumption of negotiations between the government and the opposition.  

The Community Empowerment for Progress Organization is one of the groups questioning and asking IGAD mediators to communicate. 

The group’s Executive Director, Edmond Yakani, says they have contacted IGAD mediators to get an update on the negotiation process.  

Edmond Yakani: “Our engagement with IGAD, IGAD says they are expecting the talks to resume very soon. In the sense that they have not told us the timeline from now when the talks will resume. But they told us that soon the talks will resume.  Within this period they are doing some consultation arrangement with both negotiating parties to resume the talks. In terms of how long it will take, that is a question which we have not got any answer and the question that we placed before them to inform us because, as you said, citizens are wondering what is going on right now. Is that the end or when will the talks start because people’s expectations are all on the outcome of the Addis Ababa’s mediation process.”

IGAD mediators adjourned the talks last month to allow for consultations after the opposition boycotted the discussions.  

The opposition delegation claims the civil society groups selected to participate in the inclusive dialogue are biased.  

The Commissioner of Police in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State says a force of police has been deployed to pursue a group of soldiers who appear to have defected from their base in Western Bahr el-Ghazal State.  

Maj. Gen. Peter Mading Duor says the soldiers came from the direction of Khor Gana and looted items from a construction company between Aroyo town and Awada Payam in Aweil Central County.  

Maj. Gen. Duor says the group is also believed to have killed a soldier as they fled across a river.  

Duor: “We had a soldier. This soldier has killed a staff sergeant during the last few days last month and this soldier is called Bol. In fact, Bol was found in the forest and he saw those people and fired at them. When he shot at them, they shot Bol, caught him and killed him. This is the only soldier who was killed and we heard this news and I went to their place and found their footprints have crossed the river and I ordered the force to follow them and now they are following them. They actually arrested the people and then they released them. They did not kill any citizen except that soldier whom they had killed.” 

In another development, the Commissioner of Police, Maj. Gen. Peter Mading Duor, says a delay in salary payments is contributing to insecurity in the state.   

Duor says more than 400 police personnel who have not been paid since April are not reporting to work.  

Duor: “In fact, the issue of salaries has become a security disturbance in the state because the salaries were not complete as from April and May. Of course authorities say that it is because of ghost names, that money was cut by those who did screening in 2012 and 2013. This has brought a big obstruction and the force that has not received their salaries is 477 individuals who have not received money and they are here as you have seen before outside here.” 
Security along the Torit-Kapoeta road has been increased following a noted increase of killings and robberies along the high way. 

The latest incident was an ambush on a passenger vehicle in which four people were killed and 57 others seriously wounded. 

The commissioner of Torit County, German Charles Ojok, says four suspects have been arrested in connection with the incident. 

Ojok explains how the security plan will work.

Ojok: “We would to improve it by making a good force at Kiyala Payam because this thing, actually it is this one payam that disturbs the whole state and disturbs the whole country. And I am talking to you now, we are now mobilizing to take a good number of the police to be taken to Kiyala. So we are planning to take at least, if not less, should be at least 45 to 60. When there is any problem, they will be the first to reach it. It will not take an hour and 30 minutes in order to reach it. They will reach quickly because time matters.”
A health facility in Duk Payuel Payam in Jonglei state has been vandalized and looted. 

The John Dau Foundation Clinic, constructed with support by John Dau of the lost boys, has been serving patients from most parts of Jonglei state.

Duk County Commissioner Elijah Mochnom says the clinic was raided on Friday night and the attackers looted the drugs before destroying the hospital building.

The national Ministry of Health says there has been a fall in the number of cholera cases reported. 

The Director General of Preventive Health Services, Dr. Pinyi Nyimol, says a decrease has also been noted in Eastern Equatoria where an outbreak was reported recently. 

Nyimol says only one case was reported in Juba on Sunday.  

Nyimol; “Of course, the cholera is at a decrease these days. Yesterday, only one suspected case was reported to Juba Teaching Hospital from Gumbo. A till now, the cases that have been reported are 1,373 and 15 cases of death. In Eastern Equatoria, particularly Torit, the accumulative cases are 851 and yesterday only 23 cases have been reported, which is a decrease. In the beginning it used to be at least 50 to 60 cases.”
Meanwhile in the Wau Shiluk area of Upper Nile State, 16 deaths have been linked to cholera, with more than 700 cases under treatment.  

Dr. Nyimol says Doctors without Borders, or MSF Spain is operating treatment centers and humanitarian agencies are improving sanitation in those areas.
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Juba City Council is coming up with new policies to regulate advertising on billboards.  

Juba Mayor Christopher Sarafino Wani says some advertisements carry messaging that is not constructive to the society.  

Sarafino made the comments as part of a response to criticism from the public over the council’s decision to remove bill boards along road sides without notifying the owners.  

The mayor explains. 
Sarafinoz: “We have to control the kind of the messages that go on these billboards because there are certain things that have to conform to the behavior and culture of the South Sudanese people. If you go to the billboards of Juba,  and I am not saying because our country is a very circular country, but sometimes the way alcohol is advertised in these billboards is not even good, you know, for the behavior of our small children. We know that alcohol can be sold. We have to be responsible on the way how we advertise them. In this new regulation that we are going to come with, we need to put them out there so that people can adhere to. So in summary, we are responding to some of the queries that we have been seeing in the newspapers, some of the media outlets, that we have seen in the city. They have been criticizing us that, you know, that the City Council has acted without giving notice to the people.”
A meeting to discuss the challenges facing higher education has opened in Juba.  

The two-day meeting is being attended by university Vice Chancellors and members of the National Council for Higher Education.  

While opening the conference, Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lomorro spoke of the need to improve facilities in the country’s five public universities and institutions of higher learning.  

Lomorro: “We have seen that some of the institutions are established in very remote areas that may have no access to water, no access to internet, the local community are unhelpful, students are depressed they are unable to go out there and relieve themselves.  I believe that these universities and these colleges which are in this type of environment need special attention, and their teachers are not given the right conditions in order to be stable. They will become a political problem and so we are aware of that. Universities must be dealt with properly and given the right conditions for them not to become agencies of political instability.”
In regional news
The Sudan Council of Churches has criticized authorities for banning the construction of new churches.

Over the weekend, the country’s Minister of Guidance and Endowments, Al-Fatih Taj Al Sir, was quoted as saying there were already enough churches to provide for Christians who stayed in Sudan and did not move south. 

An official in the Sudan Council of Churches says the announcement came after a church was demolished near the capital, Khartoum, this month by town planners.

The officials say on Monday a workshop the council held at the University of Sudan was stopped by intelligence agents, who accused them of evangelizing.

Sudan is majority Muslim, but officially guarantees freedom of religion. 

And in the ongoing division one football tournament in Warrap State, Al Huria FC beat Salaam team 1-nil in their game yesterday, while Tiger FC and Kuajok United FC ended their match in a 1 all draw.  

This evening, Al merikh FC take on Future Boys’ at the Kuajok Freedom Square.  
To end the news, here are the main stories.
· Civil society groups express concern over delay in resumption of peace talks

· Northern Bahr el Ghazal authorities pursue suspected defectors
· Security stepped up along the Torit-Kapoeta road, following increased cases of crime

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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