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Good Evening.  It is 5 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo

The Headlines

· Civil society groups express concern over delay in resumption of peace talks
· US government donates 20 million US dollars for humanitarian assistance 
· Security stepped up along the Torit-Kapoeta road, following increased cases of crime

Civil society groups are concerned about the delay in the resumption of negotiations between the government and the opposition.  

The Community Empowerment for Progress Organization is one of the groups questioning and asking IGAD mediators to communicate. 

The group’s Executive Director, Edmund Yakani, says they have contacted IGAD mediators to get an update on the negotiation process.  

Yakani: “Our engagement with IGAD; IGAD says they are expecting the talks to resume very soon. In the sense that they have not told us the timeline from now when the talks will resume. But they told us that soon the talks will resume.  Within this period they are doing some consultation arrangement with both negotiating parties to resume the talks. In terms of how long it will take, that is a question which we have not got any answer and the question that we placed before them to inform us because, as you said, citizens are wondering what is going on right now. Is that the end or when will the talks start because people’s expectations are all on the outcome of the Addis Ababa’s mediation process.”
IGAD mediators adjourned the talks last month, to allow for consultations after the opposition boycotted the discussions.  

The opposition delegation claims the civil society groups selected to participate in the inclusive dialogue are biased. 
The United State Government has announced a donation of more than 20 million US dollars to go towards assistance for refugees and people affected by the conflict.  

The support was announced by the US Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration, Anne Richard, who has just concluded a visit to South Sudan.

Richard says the assistance is still not enough.  

Richard: “The United State government is providing an additional $21.6 million in assistance for refugees in conflicts, victims in South Sudan and for South Sudanese refugees like the one whom I met in Gambella, who are in neighboring countries. This funding is in addition to the money the US government pledged at the May 20th Oslo conference. The problem is, even my announcement of the 21.6 million is not going to be enough unless other donor governments also step up. And it’s not going to be enough unless there is a stop to the violence because the violence really undermines everything we are trying to do.”
Security along the Torit-Kapoeta road has been stepped up following a noted increase of killings and robberies along the high way. 

The latest incident was an ambush on a passenger vehicle in which four people were killed and 57 others seriously wounded. 

The commissioner of Torit County, German Charles Ojok, says four suspects have been arrested in connection with the incident. 

Ojok explains how the security plan will work.

Ojok: “We would improve it by making a good force at Kiyala Payam, because this thing, actually it is this one payam that disturbs the whole state and disturbs the whole country. And I am talking to you now; we are now mobilizing to take a good number of the police to be taken to Kiyala. So we are planning to take at least, if not less, should be at least 45 to 60. When there is any problem, they will be the first to reach. It will not take an hour and 30 minutes in order to reach.  They will reach quickly because time matters.”
President Salva Kiir has inaugurated a number of projects in Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 

The President has opened a new maternity wing, blood bank, laboratory and X-ray unit at Wau Teaching Hospital.  

Addressing a gathering at the hospital, President Kiir assured the population of service delivery. 

Kiir: “This is the opening of the facilities that we see as not many, but they were not there, and as they were not there, you used to go out to other countries. If we are able to do this in our hospitals in South Sudan here, you will have the right to call Wau hospital ‘Wau Teaching Hospital’ because everything is available and the same thing in Juba. You will call it Juba Teaching Hospital and this will extend to all the states.”

President Kiir also opened Jur River County headquarters in Nyinakok and the Wau County headquarters in Ngobaggari.  

At this event, the President stressed the importance of co-existing peacefully among communities.  

Kiir: “The elected Governor of WBG thought of transferring the county’s headquarters from Wau Town. He was opposed several times, but those who opposed him maybe have no vision of development. There is no development that you can do in Wau because there is no space. The chiefs and elders of this area agreed with Rizik to bring the headquarters of the county to your area and you gave him a piece of land. Last time I said that we will bring you a hospital and we did not do it. We did not leave it, we will do it. The other new thing is that we will bring you a primary school.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The Ministry of Education has noted a high rate of absenteeism among displaced persons registered to sit the just-concluded South Sudan Secondary Education Examinations.  

In a debriefing following the completion of the exams, the Undersecretary in the Ministry, Michael Lopuke, said more than 200 of the 400 candidates registered at IDP sites in Juba and Upper Nile State missed the papers.  

Lopuke says the process was generally successful, but says there were isolated cases of irregularities that will be investigated. 

Lopuke: “There are regulations and rules that are guiding the conduct of examination. The marking of the examination paper reveals that this center has contravened the secrecy of the examination. That center must be disqualified. That center must go on for three years in accordance with the examination rules and regulation without candidates accepted to sit in the name of that school. In accordance with the law we will file case against those who are responsible for the leakage of the examination.”  

More than 13,000 students were registered to sit the examinations.  

The papers started on the 27th of last month and ended yesterday – Monday.
Juba City Council is coming up with new policies to regulate advertising on billboards.  

Juba Mayor Christopher Sarafino Wani says some advertisements carry messaging that is not constructive to the society.  

Sarafino made the comments as part of a response to criticism from the public over the council’s decision to remove bill boards along road sides without notifying the owners.  

The mayor explains. 
Sarafino: “We have to control the kind of the messages that go on these billboards because there are certain things that have to conform to the behavior and culture of the South Sudanese people. If you go to the billboards of Juba, and I am not saying because our country is a very circular country, but sometimes the way alcohol is advertised in these billboards is not even good, you know, for the behavior of our small children. We know that alcohol can be sold. We have to be responsible on the way how we advertise it. In these new regulations that we are going to come up with, we need to put them out there so that people can adhere to. So, in summary, we are responding to some of the queries that we have been seeing in the newspapers, some of the media outlets that we have seen in the city. They have been criticizing us that, you know, that City Council has acted without giving notice to the people.”
And in the ongoing division one football tournament in Warrap State, Al Huria FC beat Salaam team 1-nil in their game yesterday, while Tiger FC and Kuajok United FC ended their match in a 1 all draw.  

This evening, Al merikh FC take on Future Boys at the Kuajok Freedom Square. 

To end the news, here are the main stories.
· Civil society groups express concern over delay in resumption of peace talks
· US government donates 20 million US dollars for humanitarian assistance

· Security stepped up along the Torit-Kapoeta road, following increased cases of crime.
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.

3

