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Good Evening. It is 5 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo

The Headlines
· Government and opposition voice readiness to resume negotiations
· President Kiir invited for world leaders’ summit in Washington
· Relocation of IDPs from UN camp in Tomping to new site in Jebel gains momentum
The government is asking IGAD mediators to do more to resume peace talks with the opposition.  

It is three weeks since IGAD envoys adjourned the negotiations after the opposition backed out, claiming the civil society groups selected to participate were biased in favor of the government. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Baranaba Marial Benjamin says the mediators should do more to ensure both sides return to the negotiating table.  

Marial: “IGAD is responsible. The mediators are responsible. The mediators, they know this fact that they are not able to proceed with the peace talks because the rebels are the ones holding up everybody. And we have 60 days in which we have to negotiate all these ideas so that we reach a peaceful settlement. The talks must begin so that they tell us the reason why are they causing the rebellion, so that we solve it, so that a solution is found. That is the way forward. Tell the IGAD, the African Union, how are just keeping the table stalled. Let us go ahead.”

Meanwhile the opposition says they are ready to resume negotiations.  

The Deputy Spokesperson of the SPLM in the opposition, Mabior Garang, says their concerns are being addressed by IGAD mediators. 

Mabior: “It was unfortunate the talks were adjourned in the first place. I think we have overcome these obstacles.  The main impasse was that there was the unfair selection of the stakeholders.  I cannot say it has been resolved but I think it is being addressed.  I don’t want to give premature information but we are hopeful that the talks will resume very soon.”
The US Special Envoy to Sudan and South Sudan, Donald Booth, is in Addis Ababa in an attempt to bring the peace negotiations back on track.  

US ambassador to South Sudan Susan Page says Ambassador Booth is working with IGAD mediators and other stakeholders to get the opposition back to the negotiating table.  

Page: “The Special Envoy for Sudan and South Sudan, Ambassador Donald Booth, is actually right now in Addis Ababa. He is working hard with IGAD, with the mediators, to try to bring the rebels back on board and also with the UN and others to make sure that the peace talks are re-started. And that means we can only do so much, but the parties themselves have to make a decision that they are ready to come back. We are doing what we can. He is actively engaged, as you know. The Ethiopian government is, at the very highest level, including the Prime Minister, directly involved in the IGAD negotiations.”
President Salva Kiir has been invited to attend the world leaders’ summit in Washington.  

The summit will be held from the 4th to the 6th of August in Washington DC.  

US President Barrack Obama will meet with leaders from across the African continent to discuss trade and investment opportunities as well as foster stronger ties between the United States and Africa. 

US Ambassador to South Sudan Susan Page says all is set for the event.
Page: “The preparations are in place and there will be a number of side events. It is not going to be so much a separate issue being discussed. There are broad issues -- terrorisms, food support, AGAO, entrepreneurship, how we can make sure that there is actual investment and agriculture, so all these areas South Sudan stands to benefit from.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The Central Equatoria State Legislative Assembly has resumed sittings after a three-month break. 

In the opening session, the State Governor, Clement Wani Konga, highlighted challenges in security and informed the MPs of steps being taken by the state government to address the effects of the December crisis.  

Sworo Charles Elisha was at the opening session and now reports

Governor Clement Wani Konga spoke of the formation of a crisis management committee to coordinate efforts to address the current crisis, and also highlighted the challenges the state is facing with hosting of displaced populations.  Governor Konga noted the occurrence of ambushes along the Juba-Nimule highway and said there has been a delayed response by the police because of insufficient manpower and arms.  On education, the governor also informed the MPs of the formation of a state construction of five primary and secondary schools. He also spoke of the need to sensitize communities on federalism, saying it is the best system of governance for the state.  

Konga: “Federalism was and is the quest for the people of South Sudan since 1947. For Central Equatoria State, the federal system of governance is the best to transform the state. In this regard, we must inform our people in Central Equatoria and the country at large on the values and the benefits of this system of governance that ensures equitable distribution of national resources and sharing of state powers by all the different regions. Therefore it is crucial that the national government should listen to what the people of the Republic of South Sudan want.”

The Speaker of the State Assembly, Naphtali Hassan Gale, urged the national government to give an opportunity for the debate on federalism.

Gale: “The call for federalism by Equatoria was spelt our well before the current rebellion. No federal system is totally independent from the central government, much as they are given some degree of power and resources. It’s therefore the people of South Sudan to buy it or leave it in their search for the better system of governance. I urge our national government to give an opportunity for the debate to continue in order to enlighten the masses about federalism, so that they have the options to choose what kind they think is best for them and their children.”

The speaker also urged the leaders of the country to give peace a chance. I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya News.  

A meeting to discuss the challenges facing higher education has ended with a resolution to expedite the renovation of the John Garang Memorial University in Bor and Upper Nile University.  

The meeting of members of the National Council for Higher Education noted the universities are not functioning after they were looted and destroyed at the start of the December crisis.

Among the other resolutions, the Council agreed to ensure that universities are a priority in government policies, actions and funding. 

The Deputy Minister for Higher Education, Bol Makueng, explains the other resolutions.

Makueng: “We have put forward a request to the government to immediately release a certain amount of money and it is 200 Million South Sudanese pounds. This is what we request which hopefully we think is going to be approved by the Council of Ministers and especially by the President of the Republic. Also, the resolutions contained the salary structure for the teaching staff. We would like to improve the quality of conditions of the teaching staff. That was one of the immediate issues that the vision needs to address and also their post benefits when they retire.”
The two-day meeting was attended by University Vice Chancellors and members of the National Council for Higher Education.

Authorities in Twic East county, Jonglei State, say stockpiles of food in their stores are about to run out.  

Twic County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurkuch says the county is facing an influx of displaced persons from other counties that have put pressure on their supplies. 

 Dau says the food they have is enough to last only two months.  

Akoi: “Of course, the NGOs operate here but we are concerned that food stockpiles are running out. That’s why we are calling on the UN Food and Agricultural Organization, FAO, for quick intervention to supply food to the county, especially before the months of September and October. Currently, the number of displaced people is increasing in the county.”
As the rains continue, the relocation of Internally Displaced Persons from the UN protection of Civilian site in Tomping to a new site in Jebel is ongoing.  

Derk Segaar, the chief of the Recovery, Reintegration and Peacebuilding Unit in the United Nations mission, says people are responding well to the relocation exercise.

Segaar says a maximum of 400 people are being relocated per day.  

Segaar: “Right now, you see a lot of people moving.  Initially there were such small numbers of people going every day and that was partly because people, you know in the beginning of a process like this, they don’t know where they are going. But now people are gradually starting to move.  They are starting to get good feedback, like “Hey, it is actually good here”, so you see people, you know, the numbers go from 10, 20, 30 people a day to 100 to 300 to 400, which is now the maximum.”

The new site in Jebel is built to accommodate up to 13,000 people.  

Meanwhile, the number of people seeking safety at the UN Mission camp in Bentiu has reached more than 40,000.  

Segaar says the camp is receiving an average of 100 displaced persons a day. 
In sports
The Western Bahr el-Ghazal women’s volleyball team is in Juba for a friendly game against the Central Equatoria team.

The game will be played this Saturday at the Nimra Talata basketball stadium. 

 It is organized by the Ministry of Youth, Culture and Sports in collaboration with the National Volleyball Association as part of events to commemorate the country’s 3rd Independence celebrations. 

 In their last encounter, the Western Bahr el Ghazal women’s side defeated the Central Equatorians 3 sets to nil.
To end the news here are the main stories.
· Government and opposition voice readiness to resume negotiations

· President Kiir invited for world leaders’ summit in Washington
· Relocation of IDPs from UN camp in Tomping to new site in Jebel gains momentum 


You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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