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Good afternoon. It is 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines
· Passenger bus crashes into a salon car along the Juba-Nimule highway

· Opposition fronts proposal for the creation of new states
· Alarming rates of malnutrition reported among children in troubled states.
More than 10 people were injured when a passenger bus crashed along the Juba-Nimule road this morning. 
The bus belonging to the Bakulu Coach Company was traveling from Juba to Uganda when it collided with a salon car at Pageri, at about 8 o’clock this morning.
  

Two female passengers who were on the bus have been rushed to Nimule hospital with serious injuries while the other passengers and the driver of the salon car are nursing bruises.
  

The Chief Administrator Madi Corridor, Emilio Ega, was at the scene and says the likely cause was over speeding. Ega explains what happened.
Ega: “There was a small Ipsum trying to enter the road, so the Bakulu bus crashed the front of this car and the tire burst. Then after some 30 meters it overturned. These buses on this road, they are really over speeding. You know, on the highway we do not have humps so they over speed and they do not care about the pedestrian. They always overtake at a very high speed.  I would advise that the traffic people follow these buses and advise them the speed limit. They need to reduce and be conscious of the road users.”
The SPLM in the opposition has made public a proposal to create 21 new states. 

According to a statement released by opposition Spokesperson James Gatdet Dak, the states are based on the former districts that existed during British colonial times.  

Gatdet Dak argues that the extra administrative units would empower populations and take development closer to the people, under a federal system of governance. 
The opposition spokesperson says they plan to present the proposal during the next round of peace talks with the government.

Gatdet: ‘Definitely, it is part of the proposal to restructure the country on the basis of a federal constitution.  This will be part of the negotiations and I hope the government will not be opposed to this because all in all it is about the development of people and the country as a whole. And the SPLM now in the opposition will present it to the negotiating table.” 

The government is yet to react to the proposal.

Relative calm has returned to parts of Unity state following days of clashes between government and opposition forces. 

On Tuesday, fighting erupted in Guit and Nhialdiu and other areas in the outskirts of the state. 

Army Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer describes the situation as cautiously calm. 

Aguer: “The situation is cautious. We can talk relative stability when there is this attack on and off and the SPLA is on maximum alert if they are attacked. Definitely, they will respond in self-defense whether they are attacked near Bentiu or in Wankei or anywhere. They are ready to repulse any attack but we remain committed to the ceasefire.”
President Salva Kiir has reiterated a caution that the formation of an interim government without the elected government would be the destruction of South Sudan.
Addressing a rally at Wau Stadium in Western Bahr el Ghazal State, President Kiir stressed the need for national reconciliation to solve the current crisis.
Kiir: “They are saying they want to dissolve the government from the National Assembly, Executive, then later the states with their assemblies, governors, new governors appointed, members of national and state assemblies. I told them that you want to bring peace. If you bring peace, who will approve it and endorse it in the constitution. It is the National Assembly, and if you dismantle this body that was elected you would have destroyed South Sudan and I will not accept it. This is a red line. You will not cross it.”

The President also spoke strongly on the 60-day period to create the transitional government.
Kiir: “They threatened that after 60 days there must be peace, and if there is no peace, there will be economic sanctions. Any one of us who has money will be frozen, government things will be stopped so that we do not buy guns, and so on. We are not going for war. We need peace and want to reconcile all our people in South Sudan. No one should have a problem with another. We will be strong if we are the same like during the struggle. We had no tribalism. Our tribe was SPLM. We who were fighting, those in town had no parties. They were South Sudanese, and we were one. That was the why we succeeded in the struggle and became independent today.”
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A new vaccine to protect infants from five diseases has officially been launched by the Ministry of Health in Juba.
  

The pentavalent vaccine was introduced earlier this month in health facilities to protect children from diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, liver disease, pneumonia, meningitis and septicemia. 
At the official launch, Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lomuro administered the vaccine to some infants at the Al Sabah Children Hospital.
Lomuro urged parents to ensure their children are vaccinated as scheduled.

Lomuro: “The pentavalent, as you know, is replacing what is now in use, the trivalent vaccine. And we now encourage our mothers and parents and fathers, and I want to repeat fathers. They just want to produce children and they refuse to look after these children. We want you to take care of these children and that you should know that there is a schedule and there is a station. There is a place where you take your children for vaccination.”    

The representative of Swiss based GAVI Alliance that funded the vaccine, Maryse Dugu, says today’s launch was significant to help South Sudan. 

Dugu: “We are taking special care of South Sudan with what we call a country tailored approach that we are launching now to use all the flexibilities that are required to assist this country in some difficult circumstances. So today is a big step forward, but it’s just the first step of a long journey that we want to be successful. And the GAVI Alliance, we stand by your side. The future of this country is in your hands.”   

Doctors without Borders, or MSF, is reporting alarming rates of malnutrition among children, especially those affected by the conflict. 

MSF head of mission Raphael Gorgeu says in the past three months alone over 1,000 children have been admitted to the MSF feeding program. 

Gorgeu says unless there is respect for humanitarian operations in affected areas, the situation will continue to get worse. 

Gorgeu: “Indeed, the malnutrition in South Sudan, especially in the three states affected by the current crisis situation, is actually very alarming, with more and more children being admitted in our nutrition program. For instance, last year, in one year we admitted about 18,000 children into our nutrition program. And this year already after 6 months more than 13,000 children. We need to consider that this is the direct consequence of the crisis and that this consequence will remain for months. So it is very important that humanitarian assistance can be increased because these people will rely on humanitarians for months, that donors and funding can actually reach humanitarian operations and that the warring parties could make sure that they respect especially humanitarian assistance.”

Local communities in Upper Nile State have received a donation of twelve tractors to enable them engage in agricultural production.

The tractors were donated by Dar Petroleum Company as a contribution to the community in which it operates.  

The company’s director for development, Ayong Deng Pol, said the tractors were distributed to the four counties of Melut, Logichuk, Maban and Renk.
In health
A new report by the United Nations Aids agency – UNAIDS -- says there is a chance the AIDs epidemic can be brought under control by 2030. 

The report says 35 million people around the world are living with HIV but the number of new infections and deaths from AIDs is falling. 

According to the report, there were 2.1 million new cases in 2013, which is 38% less than the 3.4 million figure in 2001. 

The report, however, shows that 19 million of the 35 million people living with HIV globally do not know their HIV-positive status.  

UNAIDS is calling for more international effort as the "current pace cannot end the epidemic".

In regional news
The United Nations is warning that continued bombing in South Kordofan and Blue Nile States is likely to have a negative impact on farming and livelihoods of the population for months to come. 
 

UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos says fighting between the Khartoum government and rebels of the SPLM-North is affecting harvests and provision of much needed assistance to affected communities.   

Amos: "Reputable sources cite estimates of 175,000 people displaced within SPLM-North areas in the first half of this year. Humanitarian premises, including hospitals, have been bombed. Attacks on medical facilities, whether deliberate or indiscriminate, are clearly unacceptable and in direct contravention of resolution 2046 and international humanitarian law."  

 

The oil-rich South Kordofan and Blue Nile states have been the scene of fighting between the Sudanese government and the SPLM-North rebels since 2011.
In sports
The second division football championship gets underway today in Kuajok, Warrap State. 
Fourteen clubs will take part in the tournament that ends on the 15th of next month.
In today’s opening match, Al Hilala FC takes on Tahrir FC at the Kuajok Freedom Square.
To end the news here are the main stories.

· Passenger bus crashes into a salon car along the Juba-Nimule highway

· Opposition fronts proposal for the creation of new states

· Alarming rates of malnutrition reported among children in troubled states 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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