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Good Evening. It is 5 Pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo

The Headlines
· Suspected militants attack village in Abyei, killing two-year-old boy

· Passenger bus crashes along the Juba-Nimule highway

· Opposition fronts proposal for the creation of new states

Five people, including a two-year-old boy, have been killed by suspected militants in Abyei.  

The Acting Co-Chairperson of the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee, Deng Mading, says the attackers, believed to have been Misseriya Arabs, raided Gokmou village, 15 km south of Abyei town last night.
Mading says four people were wounded and one person is still missing.

Mading says the attackers stole 150 head of cattle that were later recovered by the UN interim security force – UNISFA.  

He is calling on UNISFA forces to step up security to stop further killings. 

Mading: “What we need UNISFA to do is to prevent the killing, not recover the looting like what happens now exactly. We say well done, you have done this, but still they have to add more efforts to prevent the killing, because the killing is the most important thing. We want to prevent not the properties and wealth. The properties are second to the life of a human being and the mandate of UNISFA is to protect the innocent civilians in the area, not only to protect the  innocent, even their  properties, because if you destroy the livelihood of somebody  today then it will be useless to remain there.”
More than 10 people were injured when a passenger bus crashed along the Juba-Nimule road this morning.  

The bus belonging to the Bakulu Coach Company was traveling from Juba to Uganda when it collided with a salon car at Pageri, at about 8 o’clock this morning.  

Two female passengers who were on the bus have been rushed to Nimule hospital with serious injuries, while the other passengers and the driver of the salon car are nursing bruises. 
The Chief Administrator Madi Corridor, Emilio Ega, was at the scene and says the likely cause was over speeding. Ega explains what happened.
Ega: “There was a small Ipsum trying to enter the road, so the Bakulu bus crashed the front of this car and the tire burst. Then after some 30 meters it overturned. These buses on this road, they are really over speeding. You know on the highway we do not have humps so they over speed and they do not care for the pedestrian. They always overtake at a very high speed.  I would advise that the traffic people follow these buses and advise them the speed limit. They need to reduce and be conscious of the road users.”
The SPLM in the opposition has made public a proposal to create 21 new states.

According to a statement released by opposition spokesperson, James Gatdet Dak, the states are based on the former districts that existed during British colonial times.  

Gatdet Dak argues that the extra administrative units would empower populations and take development closer to the people, under a federal system of governance.  
The opposition spokesperson says they plan to present the proposal during the next round of peace talks with the government.

Gatdet: “Definitely it is part of the proposal to restructure the country on the basis of a federal constitution.  This will be part of the negotiations and I hope the government will not be opposed to this because, all in all, it is about the development of people and the country as a whole and the SPLM now in the opposition will present it to the negotiating table.” 

The government is yet to react to the proposal.  
As the debate on federalism continues, the governor of Western Bahr el Ghazal, Rizik Zakaria Hassan, has voiced his support for a decentralized system of governance. 
Governor Rizik says federalism would benefit only a few.

Rizik: “Those calling for federation, I am sure if the government of South Sudan stops support, some of the states will collapse, because they don’t have resources, and this is a challenge. Instead, I think decentralization is the option. There is no any state which will claim that they are capable to develop their infrastructures, including Juba, Central Equatoria. I am sure that the development in Central Equatora came as a result of the presence of the national capital in Juba. That is why during the third Independence, we in WBG request that the capital of South Sudan come to us in WBG so that we get tarmac, electricity and those things that Juba is enjoying. Why not Wau to host the seat of the republic.”

Speaking at the opening of the Central Equatoria State Assembly, Governor Clement Wani Konga spoke of the need to sensitize communities on the federalism, saying it is the best system of governance for the state.  

Konga: “Federalism was and is the quest for the people of South Sudan since 1947. For Central Equatoria State, the federal system of governance is the best to transform the state. In this regard, we must inform our people in Central Equatoria and the country at large on the values and the benefits of this system of governance that ensures equitable distribution of national resources and sharing of state powers by all the different regions. Therefore it is crucial that the national government should listen to what the people of the Republic of South Sudan want.”
The Minister of Justice says there has been noted improvement in the rule of law in the country.   

Paulino Wanawila was speaking in reaction to a statement made by the outgoing head of the United Nations Mission, Hilde Johnson, in which she cited rule by the gun and impunity among security forces as one of the major challenges facing the country.

Speaking during a visit to Western Bahr el Ghazal State, Justice Minister Paulino Wanawila reiterated the government’s commitment to improve justice and implementation of the law in the country. 

Wanawila: “There are individuals among the organized forces who implement laws, carry out illegal actions. Are these behaviors the general phenomenon? Although it is said that one onion can rot the rest of onions.  There is a Police Court that can judge these people, but if you assess the situation from 2005, you will find that there is positive improvement in the implementation of the law. There are institutions, we have a constitution, we have institutions of law enforcement, the police, including the Ministry of Justice and Judiciary. What is needed is only building the capacity of these institutions, but to say that the rule of guns is what prevails in the country is an exaggeration.”
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At least 16 people are said to have died from suspected cholera in Upper Nile State.
  

The State Minister for Health, Obal Odowok, says more than 750 people are receiving treatment. 

Odowok says the cases are prevalent in Kadok Lul and among internally Displaced Persons.

Obal: “Currently, 799 persons suffer from the disease. Sixteen of them died. Efforts continue to contain the illness. The cases decreased, and yesterday only nine cases were reported.  Yesterday in Kadok of Fashuda area one case was registered. In Lul area 15 cases were reported. Five of them died in the UN base since the 28th of last month. Fifty two cases of cholera infections were reported and the situation is under control. Until yesterday, no   single case was reported in the base.”

The minister says the situation is under control as the state government purifies water points and carries out public health awareness campaigns among communities. 

In regional news
The United Nations is warning that continued bombings in South Kordofan and Blue Nile States is likely to have a negative impact on farming and livelihoods of the population for months to come.
  

The UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, says fighting between the Khartoum government and rebels of the SPLM-North is affecting harvests and provision of much needed assistance to affected communities.
   

Amos: "Reputable sources cite estimates of 175,000 people displaced within SPLM-North areas in the first half of this year. Humanitarian premises, including hospitals, have been bombed. Attacks on medical facilities, whether deliberate or indiscriminate, are clearly unacceptable and in direct contravention of resolution 2046 and international humanitarian law."  

 

The oil-rich South Kordofan and Blue Nile states have been the scene of fighting between the Sudanese government and the SPLM-North rebels since 2011.

And in sports
The second division football championship gets underway today in Kuajock, Warrap State. 
Fourteen clubs will take part in the tournament that ends on the 15th of next month. 

In today’s opening match, Al Hilal FC takes on Tahrir FC at the Kuajok Freedom Square.

To end the news here are the main stories.

· Suspected militants attack village in Abyei, killing two year old boy 

· Passenger bus crashes along the Juba-Nimule highway

· Opposition fronts proposal for the creation of new states

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo.
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