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Good afternoon. It is 1pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
The Headlines

· Five killed in an attack on a village in Abyei

· UN delegation visits Unity state to assess conditions of internally displaced persons

· Fistula Campaign targets up to 100 women in Western and Northern Bahr el-Ghazal

Suspected militants in Abyei have killed five people, including a two year old boy.

The Acting Co-Chairperson of the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee, Deng Mading, says the attackers were believed to have been Misseriya Arabs, who raided Gokmou village 15 km south of Abyei town.  

Mading says four people were wounded and one person is still missing.

Mading says the attackers stole 150 head of cattle that were later recovered by the UN interim security force – UNISFA.  

He is calling on UNISFA forces to step up security to stop further killings. 

Mading: “What we need UNISFA to do is to prevent the killing not recover the looting like what happened now exactly. We say well done, you have done this but still they have to add more efforts to prevent the killing, because the killing is the most important thing. We want to prevent not the properties and wealth, the properties are second to the life of a human being. And the mandate of UNISFA is to protect the innocent civilians in the areas, not only to protect the  innocent even their  properties. Because if you destroy the livelihood of somebody  today then it will be useless to remain there.”

A humanitarian team has visited Unity State to assess the living conditions of Internally Displaced Persons. 

The team headed by UN Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator Sue Lautze toured the IDP protection site in Bentiu and met with government officials.
Lautze noted the limited resources and abundant needs of the affected communities. 

Lautze: “We had a good conversation with the authorities, and I think everyone is struggling with the same problem.  There are limited resources and massive needs. What is happening here across the whole state is just a terrible tragedy. And we have to make difficult  compromises, so talking to everybody, i.e authorities and the opposition, is very important so that everyone understands the humanitarian principles of assessment, impartiality and neutrality in order to direct a very limited amount of humanitarian assistance to people who are in really horrible conditions. We also had the opportunity to meet some of the humanitarians who are working under very difficult conditions here.” 

At present, there are more than 40,000 IDPs seeking safety at the UN Protection of Civilian site in Bentiu.
The opening up of more boarding schools for girls has been noted as one of the strategies that can be undertaken to increase enrollment of girls in school. 

The Deputy Minister of Culture, Youth and sport, Josephine Napwon, says cultural practices such as early marriages should also be dealt away with. 

Napwon acknowledges that the government should do more to send girls to school.  

Napwon: “We need the government, together with our development partners, to encourage to construct boarding schools for our girls and then we manage them. I think we need to discourage this issue of girls not going to schools and also we need to make compulsory no payment for girls, a free school for ladies in South Sudan. And this one will encourage those ones at the grass root levels, the poor families, to bring their girls to school. And also we need to eradicate bad culture that prohibits girls to go to school and also the forced marriages, anything which hampers the human being. It is very important that our youth should be educated and it is very important that we give our youth awareness of the importance of education and specially to our young girls.”
The Deputy Minister was speaking as part of events to commemorate World Population Day. 

 The day was marked last Friday, 11th of July, under the theme “Investing in young people”.
A campaign to end fistula is receiving a good response in Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 

The Ministry of Health in partnership with the UN population Fund – UNFPA -- is running the one-month campaign at Wau Teaching Hospital.  

The campaign targets up to 100 women from Western and Northern Bahr el-Ghazal, and so far more than 20 women have undergone surgery since the launch last week. 

UNFPA Representative to South Sudan Barnabas Yisa says there are experts on the ground to conduct the operations at no cost.  

Yisa: “At present we have over 60 patients admitted in Wau Hospital and about 20 of them have been treated so far. The women are not supposed to pay anything. It is a collaboration between the Ministry of Health and UNFPA. And therefore women are required not to pay anything, both in terms of their transport from their villages to Wau Teaching Hospital and back to their villages. And when they are in hospital or in Wau, UNFPA and WFP and as well as the Ministry of Health feed them, provide all the sustenance they want, so they don’t pay anything.”

Fistula is a dangerous medical condition characterized by a hole in the birth canal caused by prolonged Labor due to the lack of timely and adequate medical care.
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At least 16 people are said to have died from suspected cholera in Upper Nile State.  

The state Minister for health, Obal Odowok, says more than 750 people are receiving treatment. 

Odowok says the cases are prevalent in Kadok Lul and among internally displaced persons.

Obal: “Currently 799 persons suffer  from  the  disease. Sixteen of them died. Efforts continue to contain the illness. The cases decreased, and yesterday only nine case were reported. Yesterday  in Kadok of  Fashuda area one case was  registered . In Lul area 15 cases were reported. Five of them died in the UN base since  the 28th of last month  Fifty-two cases of cholera infections were reported  and the situation is under control. Until yesterday  no  single case was reported in the base.”

The minister says the situation is under control as the state government purifies water points and carries out public health awareness campaigns among communities. 

A deadline for students to register for admission into public Universities expires today (Friday). 
The Ministry of Higher Education extended the exercise, which started last month, by one week, targeting 6,000 students for entry into the five public universities.
  

The acting director general for admission, evaluation and authentication, Deng Daniel Awan, says the extension was to allow more students to register. 

Awan: “The reason for that is because during the one month of admission we were encountering shortage of admission gait. And then we discovered that some students are still applying. That is why we extended the 8th of July. We have other centers. The days will remain as mentioned. Wau and Rubmek centers, they are going to end on 19th of July. For our embassies, we have five embassies, the dates will remain as a same and  the final embassy of Kampala will end 29th of July 2014.”

 

The first ever forum for South Sudanese writers has opened in Juba.  

The writers are gathered for the next three days to share experiences and brainstorm how they can constructively contribute to debates in the country.  

The Chairperson of the South Sudanese Writers Association, Joseph Abuk, says there are many unpublished and unrecognized writers across the country. 

Abuk: “There are writers in South Sudan. These are not the only writers that you would call writers in South Sudan. There are many scattered in the suburbs of Juba. There are many, Torit in Wau at Malakal everywhere, but you can see the level of awareness, the level of our development, the level of enlightenment, as educated people of course is below the table. And so there are very extreme hardships that are facing writers in this country to the extent that even their coming to know each other, even their coming to be together is difficult, but we would want to say this, that at least we can begin somewhere.”      

The German government is supporting the forum.  

Germany’s ambassador to South Sudan, David Schwake, says writers play an important role through their work.  

Schwake: “We believe that debate, discussion, is important to every society. And in our tradition and in our experience writers and the intellectual have always played an important role in discussing the most crucial issues that came up in the various societies. And that’s certainly true for the German tradition. And as you already mentioned, South Sudan is currently facing a lot of open questions about identit, about where the country comes from, about where it is heading to and so on. We believe that writers, intellectual artists can contribute and should contribute to this discussion.”     

In Foreign News

A collection of unusual items signed by South Africa's anti-apartheid icon Nelson Mandela is to be auctioned later today in Johannesburg. 

The media in South Africa reports that auction items include a chess set of figures from either side of the apartheid battle, and salt and pepper shakers of Mr Mandela and FW de Klerk.
The UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki Moon, said the Nelson Mandela Day, celebrated on July 18th, is a call to action and people across the globe can celebrate by helping address real problems in their community.

He recalled how back in 1990, shortly after Mandela was released from prison, he came to the United Nations headquarters.

Ban Ki Moon: "It was a moment of great excitement. Nelson Mandela's presence in the General Assembly hall proved that United Nations resolutions, sanctions and solidarity can win over violence and injustice. His extraordinary compassion after 27 years in prison showed that human rights and equality are stronger than discrimination and hate. On that day in 1990, he said people would always be challenged by the fact that, quote, ‘It took as long as it has before all of us stood up to say enough is enough’. The room burst into applause."

Mandela, who died in December aged 95, was revered around the world for fighting minority rule in South Africa.

In sports

South Sudan's kick boxing champion, Daniel Abayok Ater, has confirmed his participation in the upcoming intercontinental championship in Uganda’s capital Kampala.

The fight scheduled on August 29th will see Ater compete against Uganda’s kick boxing champion Moses Golola and USA champion, Richard Abraham, for the 75 kilogram.

Two other fighters from South Sudan, Samuel Chol and Sema Lubari, will compete in 70 and 67 kilograms respectively. 
To end the news, here are the main stories.
· Five killed in an attack on a village in Abyei

· UN delegation visits Unity state to assess conditions of internally displaced persons

· Fistula Campaign targets up to 100 women from Western and Northern Bahr el-Ghazal

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Agole Alex 
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