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Good Afternoon. It is 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines
· SPLA claims control of Nasir town in Upper Nile State

· UN Secretary-General says the attack on Nassir undermines efforts towards peaceful resolution of the conflict
· AU Commission of Inquiry arrives in Juba for further investigations
The army is claiming control of Nasir town in Upper Nile State, a day after heavy clashes with opposition forces left the town deserted. 

Reports by the IGAD Joint Technical Committee in Juba and the Monitoring and Verification Team in Nasir show the SPLM/A–in Opposition forces crossed the Sobat River from the east and attacked Nassir town.

Army Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says the army has retaken control of the town and the situation is cautiously stable.

Aguer: “SPLA since yesterday’s fighting is still in control of Nasir town. The sixth attack by the rebels, violating the ceasefire, has been defeated. They are outside Nasir town but most of them have crossed the river to the western side of the  river.”

IGAD monitors have accused the opposition forces of provoking the latest attack on Nassir town. But the opposition forces military spokesperson, Brigadier Lul Ruai, has dismissed this as untrue. 
Ruai: “No, that is not tru. We did not enter Nassir by just walking into Nassir. We were pursuing forces that were on the run and you know when people run you can do a lot of things. When you are running you end up reaching a place without knowing. So we were pursuing them, we were fighting and we ended up being in Nassir. We were not just marching on Nassir peacefully.”
In a related development, the United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon has asked the opposition leader, Riek Machar, to immediately cease all offensive operations on Nassir and other parts. 

The UN Secretary-General said the attack on Nassir undermines ongoing intense regional and international political engagement toward a resumption of political negotiations and a peaceful resolution of the South Sudan conflict.

He has urged the Government of South Sudan to desist from launching a counter-offensive.  

Earlier, the acting spokesperson of the UN Mission in South Sudan, Joe Contreras, said this attack signals a significant escalation of hostilities.

Contreras: “Nassir had been taken by SPLA forces just before President Kiir and former Vice-President Riek Machar met in Addis Ababa on 9th of May. So that’s why we think it marks a significant escalation in the hostilities that have been occurring on a sporadic basis for the past six weeks.”

The African Union Commission of Inquiry into the atrocities committed during the ongoing crisis in South Sudan has arrived in Juba for further investigations.

Led by the commission’s chairperson, Olusegun Obasanjo, the team will tour the 10 states of South Sudan. 

Obasanjo told journalists at Juba International Airport that the team will speak to the ordinary people for a credible report that can foster accountability and bring peace into South Sudan.

Obasanjo: “if we do not go round, how do we know where bleeding is so that we can advise how to stop the bleeding and to get the process of healing to start. We want to meet the ordinary people in the 10 states of the country, who as far as we are concerned are stakeholders in peace and security of this country.”

Meanwhile, the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Peter Bashir Gbandi, pledged the government’s commitment to cooperate with the AU Commission of Inquiry.

Gbandi: “We are open, we are looking for peace, and we are cooperating. We are aware of our own initiative as a government, even to investigate the atrocities that have happened in South Sudan. So rest assured that we are open, transparent because it’s our commitment to bring peace and healing to our people as soon as we can.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya
Meanwhile, a coalition of civil society organizations in Leer County of Unity is urging warring parties to cease hostilities and resume peace talks.

The call by Daniel Dak Gai, chairperson of civil society organizations in Leer County, comes shortly after Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn, warned time was running out for a lasting deal.

Dak says a delay in finding a negotiated peace settlement is exerting more suffering on the people, and adds that the international community must also step up pressure on the warring parties to resume the talks.

Gai:  “What I want to say is that we have to advocate for peace to come so that this crisis that we have been living under for the last seven months can just end through peace dialogue. So I am encouraging the stakeholders to go back to peace negotiations such that peace can be achieved, not through the gun but through the discussion. So people have to negotiate so that they can achieve lasting peace.”

In a related development, Dak Gai has reiterated the need for inclusive dialogue. 

He explains that bringing peace to South Sudan must be a collective responsibility.

The ongoing conflict has paralyzed farming activities in Unity state.

John Gatlel Weech,  Secretary General of the South Sudan General Business Union, says farming projects in Unity state have stalled because seeds and tools were destroyed in the fighting between government and opposition forces.

Gatlel says farmers in Leer county have been worst affected by the ongoing conflict.

Gatlel is calling for intervention from partners to help distribute the badly needed farming seeds.
A total of 40 senior Judges of the Supreme Court have concluded a five-week training in international law.

The judges used the training to refresh their knowledge about International criminal law, International human rights law, international refugee and international humanitarian law.

Miraya’s Reech Malual attended the closing ceremony and now reports
Reech’s report:
The training of the judges is part of the UNDP’s programme on access to Justice and rule of law program.

UNDP Chief in South Sudan Balazs Horvath says the training addressed issues of justice in the post current crisis.

Horvath: “The crisis itself and its aftermath have underlined the specific importance after the crisis. These areas that will be very, very useful in the dispensation of justice.”
Commenting on the topics covered during this training, the Chief justice of South Sudan, Chan Reech Madut, said he was happy that the topics addressed judicial adequacy.

Madut: “When I was going over the subjects for the training, I was impressed by the people who were working to throw together this programme. I think they made a good choice. These are the really challenging subjects of the day.

The training was sponsored by the Netherlands and Japan through the UN Development Programme, UNDP, and similar courses are due to continue in the near future.

I am Reech Malual reporting for Radio Miraya News
In foreign news

At least four people have been killed and several others injured after gunmen on a motorcycle went on a rampage in the Kenyan city of Mombasa. 

Kenya’s local media quotes the police there saying the gunmen had fired indiscriminately at passers-by. 

The Reuters news agency say the gunmen also handed out leaflets saying the attack was retribution for last month's violence in Mpeketoni, a town about 300 km (185 miles) north of Mombasa.
More than 60 people were killed in two days of violence there in June. 

President Uhuru Kenyatta blamed "local political networks" for the attacks.

In sports 
Western Bahr El-Ghazal State women’s volleyball team has emerged victor of the independence volleyball tournament.

The team emerged victorious after beating Central Equatoria State volleyball team by three sets to nil in a match played on Saturday at Nimra Talata basketball stadium. 

Presiding over the match, the deputy governor Central Equatoria State, Manse Lomule Waya, said sports remains important in uniting the people of South Sudan.

Waya: “Sports is very important in our country. It is very important because it harnesses the unity of the people of the republic of South Sudan. We are one people, we are one nation and because we are one people and one nation, we must encourage sports among ourselves, interstate sports. This will strengthen and consolidate our unity as a people, it is also a basis for fostering peace in our country.”

The match was organized by the national Ministry of Youth, Culture and Sports in cooperation with the volleyball federation.
To end the news, here are the main stories.

· SPLA claims control of Nasir town in Upper Nile State
· UN Secretary-General says the attack on Nassir undermines efforts towards peaceful resolution of the conflict
· AU Commission of Inquiry arrives in Juba for further investigations
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo 
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