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Good Evening. It is 5 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines
· Government appoints five new ambassadors

· SPLA claims control of Nasir town in Upper Nile State
· Government rebuffs opposition proposal for creation of new states
Government forces claim they have taken control of Nasir town in Upper Nile State, a day after the town was deserted following heavy clashes with opposition forces. 

Reports by the IGAD Joint Technical Committee in Juba and the Monitoring and Verification Team in Nassir show the SPLM/A–In Opposition forces crossed the Sobat River from the East and attacked Nassir town.

Army Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says the army has retaken control of the town and the situation is cautiously stable.

Aguer: “The SPLA since yesterday’s fighting is still in control of Nasir town. The sixth attack by the rebels violating the ceasefire has been defeated. They are outside Nasir town but most of them have crossed the River to the western side of the  River.”

IGAD Monitors have accused the opposition forces of provoking the latest attack on Nassir town, but the opposition forces’ military spokesperson, Brigadier Lul Ruai, has dismissed this as untrue. 

Ruai: “No, that is not true. We did not enter Nassir by just walking into Nassir. We were pursuing forces that were on the run. And you know when people run you can do a lot of things. When you are running you end up reaching a place without knowing. So we were pursuing them, we were fighting and we ended up being in Nassir. We were not just by marching on Nassir peacefully.”

In a related development, the United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon has asked the opposition leader, Riek Machar, to immediately cease all offensive operations on Nassir and other parts. 

The UN Secretary-General said the attack on Nassir undermines ongoing intense regional and international political engagement towards a resumption of political negotiations and a peaceful resolution of the South Sudan conflict.

He has urged the Government of South Sudan to desist from launching a counter-offensive.  

Earlier, the acting spokesperson of the UN Mission in South Sudan, Joe Contreras, said this attack signals a significant escalation of hostilities.

Contreras: “Nassir had been taken by SPLA forces just before President Kiir and former Vice President Riek Machar met in Addis Ababa on 09th of May. So that’s why we think it marks a significant escalation in the hostilities that have been occurring on a sporadic basis for the past six weeks.”

Two people have been killed in an armed attack on Nyangkot village in Rumbek Central County.

The county commissioner, Mawet Manuer, explains the circumstances under which the two people were killed.

Manuer: “it was some gang of looters who came to Nyangkot and got two people. One person who was in the farm and immediately shot him, another person came to rescue the person was also killed. They were four people and they have all gone.”

The commissioner hopes that a disarmament program could help control attacks by unknown armed persons who are increasingly becoming a problem to the county.

Manuer: “if we disarm the civil population, it will help restore peace in Rumbek Central Count. And when we have removed the guns from them, we will be in harmony and peace will be ascertained in our country.”

The government has appointed five new ambassadors, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation has confirmed.

The appointments are for Kenya, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Turkey and Zimbabwe. 

Akuei Bona Malual has been appointed South Sudan ambassador to Ethiopia and the African Union,  Majok Guandong Thiep for Turkey and Dr. Mariano Deng Ngor for Kenya. 

The others are Paul Macuei Malok for Eritrea and Gabriel Gai Riak for Zimbabwe.

Mawien Arik Akol, Spokesperson, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, say the ambassadors will report to their diplomatic missions soon.

Akol: “They will be able to advance the image talk about the peace settlement, that the government is committed to bringing peace to the Republic of South Sudan. And tell the international community that South Sudan is committed to advance the welfare of the people of South Sudan, protect the country and do the development that the country needs. These are the responsibilities of our ambassadors outside -- go and create friends that can help South Sudan, go and encourage the development agencies to come and invest in South Sudan, to advance the country. I think this is the task of them and I am sure they will do it.”
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The government spokesperson, Micheal Makuei, says the recent call by the opposition to create more states is just a street public opinion.

Last week, the leader of the Opposition, Dr. Riek Machar, flagged a proposal to create 21 more states in South Sudan. 
But the Information Minister said issues of governance should not be linked to the ongoing disagreements between the 
opposition and the government.

Makuei: “They are beginning to pick public opinion on the streets and make it their main reason for the rebellion. They must tell us why they rebelled because issues of governance are issues which have nothing to do with their rebellion. So the rebels, they don’t know what they are saying. They don’t have any reason to tell the people of South Sudan. This why when they rebelled the first thing they said -- we are going in for federalism now they are coming up again and they are saying we are going in for re-division for more states. Next time I don’t know what they will tell us.”     

Adam Shalon, the Dean of Students, University of Juba, said any system of governance should strive to bring peace and must be achieved through a mutual understanding.

Shalon: “Peace is to be started at the family level. Then it comes to the society in their various groups, professional groupings, ethnic groupings and so on. This is the peace that has to be owned by the people. It is not the peace that has to be advocated by the politicians. This will not take us anywhere.”

In foreign news

Three Dutch investigators have examined bodies from the crashed Malaysia Airlines passenger plane, which are being kept on a train in east Ukraine. 

A BBC reporter in Ukraine says the experts said the train may later leave the rebel-held town of Torez to start the identification process.

The US and other nations say there is growing evidence of Russian complicity in the downing of the plane last week. 

All 298 people on board MH17 died.

In sports
The Western Bahr El-Ghazal State women’s volleyball team has emerged winner of the independence volleyball tournament.

The team emerged victorious after beating Central Equatoria State volleyball team by three sets to nil, in a match played on Saturday at Nimra Talata basketball stadium. 

Presiding over the match, the deputy governor of Central Equatoria State, Manse Lomule Waya, said sports remains important in uniting the people of South Sudan.

Waya: “Sports is very important in our country. It is very important because it harnesses the unity of the people of the Republic of South Sudan. We are one people, we are one nation and because we are one people and one nation, we must encourage sports among ourselves, interstate sports. This will strengthen and consolidate our unity as a people. It is also a basis for fostering peace in our country.”

The match was organized by the national Ministry of youth, Culture and Sports in cooperation with the volleyball federation.
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