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Good Evening. It is 5 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo

The Headlines,

· Next round of Peace talks expected to resume by end of July
· Special Summit of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region opens in Nairobi

· Hyenas kill two people and injure nine others in Rumbek town
A new date has been fixed for the resumption of the IGAD mediated peace talks in Addis Ababa.

According to the government spokesperson, Michael Makuei, the government delegation is expected to travel to Addis Ababa on July 30th and talks are likely to resume on July 31st.

He said all Government wants is peace and hopes that the opposition forces will turn up for the talks. 

Makuei: “The government has no conditions. When the talks were called off it was based on the objection of the rebels on the attendance of the stakeholders. We as a government have no position. We are ready to conform with what was agreed with IGAD, and with the report which was brought. We have no conditions. We are ready to go for peace talks. We are in search of peace and we are ready to negotiate with anybody, anywhere, anytime.”

The spokesperson of the opposition leader, James Gadiet, has confirmed that the opposition is ready for the next round of talks.

Gadiet: “We have been ready at the outset. We have been ready. We have our proposals ready for presentation before the meeting and if the other side the government is ready then I hope we will resume on the date mentioned by IGAD.”

The army positions in Ayod town of Jonglei state have come under fresh attack today. 

Army Spokesman Col Philip Aguer says the opposition forces attacked Ayod town on Tuesday morning. 
He says several bodies have been recovered from the scene of the attack. 

Aguer: “The first count of their casualties, at least five dead bodies of the rebels of Riek Machar, were found in front of the benches of the SPLA. These include the body of the commanding officer that launched the attack Lt. Col. Manyang Malith and Maj. Gakoor Dak, Capt. Gatjiek Jany and others.  SPLA is in full control of Ayod. There was a second attack being organized by the force of Riek Machar.

Meanwhile, the army spokesperson says forces loyal to former Vice-President Riek Machar still remain in control of Nassir airport.

Aguer: “For Nassir, SPLA remains in control of the garrison, though remnants of Riek Machar are still in the area of the airport and it is a matter of time. The SPLA will be clearing the surroundings of Nassir. This is what we can report and this is what we made in the statement of today.” 

Radio Miraya is yet to get a comment from the opposition.

Members of the national Legislative Assembly are giving a final push for the media law.

Last year, the national Parliament endorsed two major bills, the Media Authority Bill and Access to Information bill to become law. 

The media bills have since December last year been awaiting the President’s signature to become law.

On Monday, Thomas Wani Kundu, Chairperson of the communications committee of the Assembly, said Parliament is concerned about the delays by the president to sign the bills into laws.

Kundu: “Once the bill is passed by the parliament and taken to his Excellency for ascendency, after the 30 days, whether ascended or no, it already becomes a law. What we are after now, according to this law, we need to find out the delay, where is it now so that we ask the Minister of Justice to gazette it. By gazetting means to print it. We need it to be printed so that it is given to people at a symbolic price so that each and every one, being the journalists or security personnel, can know exactly his or her rights.  

The bills, if signed into law, would provide freedom of press, access to information and protection of the rights of journalists in South Sudan.

Illegal tax collections and failure to produce required documents have foiled efforts to collect non-oil revenues in the country, Vice-President James Wani Igga has said.

The Vice-President was addressing members of the National Legislative assembly on how to improve collection of non-oil revenues.

The chairperson of communications committee of Parliament, Thomas Wani Kundu, said there is need to deploy professional accountants to ensure proper collection of revenues.
You are listening to Radio Miraya
The Special Summit of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region opens this Thursday in Nairobi. 

Leaders from 12 member states of the Great Lakes region will discuss ways of fighting against Youth Unemployment through Infrastructure Development and Investment Promotion. 

South Sudan is being represented by Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin. 

Foreign Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Mawien Makol Ariik says South Sudan hopes to use this opportunity to attract investors into the country’s road and railway infrastructure development. 

Ariik: “South Sudan has to become integral part of the region for businesses and goods to flow. We are a part of the International Conference on Great Lakes Region (ICGLR). The priority of ICGLR is now to develop this kind of infrastructure. We will be participating so that we attract investors to come to South Sudan here, also to able to do this kind of infrastructure which will connect the region.”
Two people have been killed and nine others injured by hyenas that have gone on the rampage in Rumbek town.
Lakes State Director of Wild Life Mawut Wuoi says the hyenas were attracted to the town by dead bodies that were left unburied following an inter-communal clash recently.

Mawut has asked public health officials to sensitize the citizens about the importance of burying the dead, to control possible attacks from wild animals.

Wuoi: “Two people killed and nine injured. Hyenas attacked people during the night. Everyone knows that hyenas are not biting people to eat them. The hyena is poisoned from eating bodies of two or three people who died in the forest without burying their bodies because of the inter-communal fighting. That’s why this hyena ate human flesh.”
Protection of civilians is the focus of a two-day interactive training for state Police Advisors of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan.

The Police Advisors and State Coordinators have over the past two days been learning about the new UNMISS mandate and the role they have to play.

UNMISS Police Commissioner Fred Yiga says safety and protection of civilians remains a priority under the new mandate.

Yiga: “ if anything, this is going to bring closer to the SSNPS because it is addressing very fundamental issues like human rights. You and me understand that the public in South Sudan is demanding for their right to be respected. The new mandate protects the people of South Sudan. The new mandate wishes the police to take charge.”
The Director for the Public Relations, Salah Salem Khamis, says drunken driving remains a major cause of the rising rate of accidents in Central Equatoria State. 

The state traffic police recorded more than 190 traffic accidents between May and June this year.

Khamis: “The number of accidents in juba is 193 accidents, eight  cases of death. The serious injuries are 28, accidents of minor injuries are 87. The destruction of cars in this month is 70 cases. The number of accidents in May was 156. We have in June 93. If we differentiate, we will find that there is an addition of 39 accidents between May and June.”

In foreign news

Nigeria's President Goodluck Jonathan is meeting for the first time parents of the girls abducted by militant Islamists 100 days ago. 

He has been under intense pressure to meet the parents after being accused of handling the crisis badly. 

Media reports say parents pulled out of a meeting with him last week amid accusations they were being used for political reasons.

The parents of 11 of the girls have reportedly died since their abduction by the Boko Haram group. 

The abduction of the more than 200 schoolgirls sparked global outrage. 

Boko Haram has offered to free the girls in exchange for the release of its fighters and relatives held by the security forces. 

The government has rejected this.
And in sports

The ongoing division one football championship has already seen several winners and losers.
Samuel Powan has more on the latest sports updates

Pawon’s Report:
“Rainbow FC has defeated Talanga team by 3 goals to one in the ongoing division one football championship.

Rainbow tops the league table with 15 points while Talanga FC remains with 7 points.

Today,  Nasir FC will face off  Melekia FC. 

In division two, competitions Simba FC and Nile team ended up with a one all draw.

In Kuajok, Warrap State Tiger FC has emerged victor after beating Abyei United by three goals to one.

Tiger FC raises its points to 26 while Abyei United remains with 7 points. 

In today’s match Al Merikh FC is playing Hureia team at Kuajok Freedom Square.

And in Rumbek, Lakes State, Home land FC beat Akwatch team by three goals to one on Monday, and this evening Lakes united will be playing against Tahrir FC.

Samuel Powan reporting.
To end the news, here are the main stories.


· Next round of Peace talks expected to resume by end of July
· Special Summit of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region opens in Nairobi

· Hyenas kill two people and injure nine others in Rumbek town.

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo 
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