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Good Afternoon, It is 1 Pm this is Radio Miraya news,

I am Susan Dokolo

The Headlines,

· US Special Envoy to Sudan and South Sudan warns of an eminent famine in the country.
· Government reiterates commitment to peaceful resolution to the current crisis.

AND 

· Health official reports increase Cholera cases in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State.

The US Special Envoy to Sudan and South Sudan, Ambassador Donald Booth, is sounding fresh warnings of an eminent famine in the country. 

Speaking to journalists in Juba this morning, Ambassador Donald Booth, said the ongoing conflict has put nearly 4 million South Sudanese at risk of severe food shortage.
He warns that more people will suffer starvation if peace in not reached.

Roll clip………………Donald Booth 1
“3.8 million People almost four million people are at this point already experiencing severe food insecurity and this not results of draught, or flood or pestilence, this is result of conflict. We have been so involved in the peace process and in working with the parties to the conflict with other stakeholders from South Sudan in trying to bring serious peace talks in Addis Ababa to put an end to this conflict so that this humanitarian situation can begin to be turned around before so many South Sudanese begin to suffer starvation. There is a real risk that this will, is on the door step on this country.”   

In a related development, the United States government has added its voice to the many that have condemned the recent attack on Nassir Town in upper Nile state.

Deputy US State Department spokesperson, Marie Harf, says both parties must immediately end all such attacks and fully adhere to their May 9 and June 10 commitments to cease hostilities.

Reech Malual has more in this report

Roll clip…………….US Report by Reech 2
Attacks such as these are unacceptable; perpetrators on both sides must be held accountable; and the cycle of violence that has plagued South Sudan for too long must come to an end.

These strong words are coming from Marie Harf US Deputy State Department spokeswoman. 

Harf says  The people of Nasir, just like all other civilians across South Sudan, have suffered from frequent and horrific acts of violence and human rights abuses since fighting broke out in mid-December.

Marie Harf notes with concern that with famine conditions looming in some conflict-affected areas of South Sudan, it is increasingly urgent that both parties immediately recommit themselves to inclusive, political negotiations.

The US is urging both President Kiir and Riek Machar to reaffirm their commitment to the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement and ensure that their forces, and all aligned forces, stop all fighting immediately.

 Harf says that both parties should negotiate in good faith under the auspices of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development, and embrace efforts of the African Union, United Nations, and others in the international community to support the peace process. 

She reminds both parties of President Obama’s April 3, 2014 Executive Order which makes clear that those who threaten peace, commit human rights abuses, or obstruct humanitarian operations, risk U.S. sanctions.

Reech MALUAL for Radio Miraya News
Government insists that peace in South Sudan will only be achieved through collaboration with the opposition forces.

Speaking exclusively to Radio Miraya, Government Spokesperson, Micheal Makuei, said Government is prepared to bring peace through a negotiated settlement with the opposition forces and not by military means.

Roll clip……..Micheal Makuei 3
“We cannot bring peace to the South alone without the involvement of the rebels; we are not for that option of fighting in order to bring peace to the South, we want to bgring it through negotiations and if we want to bring it through negotiations there is no way we can bring it without involving the rebels.”

Micheal Makuei’s thoughts have been supported by the Warrap state minister of Local government Achiel Tito Madut.

Madut told Radio Miraya that Unity is crucial for the future of this country.

Roll clip…………..Achiel Tito Madut 4
“Let us all come to our senses and work hard such peace is achieve – such that we stop this senseless killing of innocent life  because what people are talking is political, is  just changing of guard who come and does what? So let us work hard for peace to come – let us work hard for the unity of our people – it is through unity that we can be strong and achieve all our aspiration”

The Secretary for Trade and Membership Affairs, South Sudan Business Union says government needs to provide security and laws to attract investors back into the country.

Without mentioning figures, David Ochan, said the ongoing conflict has pushed a significant number of investors out of the country.

Ochan is appealing to investors that fled the country to return and re-establish their businesses in South Sudan.

Roll clip………………..David Ochan 5
 “ As a national private sector, we are now appealing to the businessmen who left the country to return back settle and do business with us, but we are calling on the government to set comprehensive laws for protection for national private sector so that it can develop and protection for foreign business so that it can cope with the national.  More than 20 psychosocial workers have been tasked to deal with trauma cases in Western Equatoria State.

More than 20 psychosocial workers have been tasked to deal with trauma cases in Western Equatoria State.
The psycho social workers are part of a group of people that have graduated from the Justice and Peace Commission of the Catholic Church of Tambura-Yambio Diocese.

The Manager of the Justice and Peace Commission of Tambura-Yambio Diocese Minaida Peter Jamus, explains what type of cases the psychosocial workers will deal with.

CE – 23 July 2014 - Minaida Peter Jamus 6
“Let us take an example of the LRA victims if we continue to call them Tong tong or as it is locally called LRA so you cause more traumas or somebody who has suffered an accident car accident, motorbike accident, a lady has been raped and you blame her so how do you help such a lady without causing her further trauma”
You are listening to Radio Miraya

Cholera cases in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State are increasing with an average of 30 to 40 new admissions per day.

Dr. David Midigo, MSF-France project coordinator says more than one thousand 200 cases have been registered at the cholera treatment center. 
16 of these have died.

Roll clip……………Dr. David Midigo 7
“According to the epicurve that we are seeing since we started the trend of cases has been shifting from one village to the other and this has been encouraged by the movement of the people from one village to the other within Torit in Eastern Equatoria. Even the heavy rainy season has not started and if it starts more cases will start streaming in so we don’t expect it to go low anytime soon in the next three or four weeks.”

A new Reproductive Health care Clinic has opened in Juba to provide sexual and reproductive Health care services to women and girls.

Ruben Ladu, a reproductive health officer says the clinic will provide a variety of reproductive health services including cervical cancer screening and contraceptive advice.

Roll clip ……………Ruben Ladu 8
“When we looked at the reproductive health of a person we looked at how the family planning can improve the health of that person, especially at the reproductive level. In future we wanted to make this place to be the better model hospital for mothers, and we were looking at that to make the place mother hospital friendly services. Usually when we handle reproductive cases at different medical setup, me I usually look at it we are dealing with postmortem because we repair what has been damage, whether the cervical cancer, ovary cancer, and many others cases of infertility.” 

In Foreign News

The humanitarian situation of refugees fleeing Central African Republic into neighboring countries continues to worsen as aid agencies struggle to raise adequate funding to meet their growing needs.

United Nations refugee agency U-N-H-C-R says the number of refugees who have fled the CAR into Cameroon, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo and the Congo now stands at over 357,000.

Babar Baloch, spokesperson for the UN refugee agency says assistance is also needed for refugees living outside formal sites and for communities hosting them.

UNHCR says the Central African Republic remains one of the most poorly-funded emergencies situations that is hampering the ability of aid agencies to provide even basic survival assistance for the refugees.

In Sports
The Run for peace marathon has triggered lots of excitement in Yambio, Western Equatoria State.

Organized by the Public Information Office of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan in Yambio, the five kilometer marathon is part of the activities intended to raise awareness about the need for peace in South Sudan

Majority of the more than 50 runners that participated in the marathon were excited by the event.

CE – 23 July 2014 – Vox Pops 9
“ I am very happy to be number four, it was really hard but I had to put in effort; I feel very proud because it is a peace initiative and it is very gratifying for me to contribute my quarter for the peace we are all yearning for; I am very impressed for all those that are running and reaching the first place the most important thing is to participate and show solidarity to all of your colleagues either for UNMISS or for South Sudan; …I am very ok, ok, ok,

And in international sports
The 20th Commonwealth Games open in Celtic Park, home of Scotland’s biggest football club Celtic.

Four thousand and five hundred athletes from the 71 nations and territories of the Commonwealth will over the next 10 days contest for medals and honors in 17 sporting activities.

The commonwealth games are considered the third largest multi-sport event after the Olympics and the Asian Games.

To end the news here are the main stories.


· US Special Envoy to Sudan and South Sudan warns of an eminent famine in the country.
· Government reiterates commitment to peaceful resolution to the current crisis.

AND 

· Health official reports increase Cholera cases in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State.

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo 
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