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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· US Special Envoy to Sudan and South Sudan sounds fresh warning of an eminent famine in the country

· New wave of robberies hits residents of Rock City in Juba 
· Health official reports increase Cholera cases in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State.

More people will suffer starvation if peace in not reached, the US Special Envoy to Sudan and South Sudan, Ambassador Donald Booth has warned.

Sounding fresh warnings of an eminent famine in the country, Ambassador Booth said the ongoing conflict has put nearly 4 million South Sudanese at risk of severe food shortages.
Donald Booth: “3.8 million people – almost four million people – are at this point already experiencing severe food insecurity and this not a result of drought or flood or pestilence. This is result of conflict. We have been so involved in the peace process and in working with the parties to the conflict with other stakeholders from South Sudan in trying to bring serious peace talks in Addis Ababa to put an end to this conflict so that this humanitarian situation can begin to be turned around before so many South Sudanese begin to suffer starvation. There is a real risk that this is on the door step on this country.”   

Residents of Rock City suburb have become targets of a recent wave of robberies that has afflicted Juba city. 

Several households were attacked and robbed over the weekend. 
This resident explains how seven armed men attacked and looted up to seven households in Juba town’s Rock City.   

Rock city resident: “We were watching movies around 11:00pm and then suddenly armed men carrying guns (of whom) only one was not in uniform. They entered the verandah where we were watching movies and then they started telling us to get out from the house. Everybody should get out and sit down, but then we have been sitting. Then they started entering the rooms from room to room and then they got everything. They looted us. They took the amounts we have at home; they took one phone of our brother here in Rock City. We heard there were some Ugandans and Kenyans who were beaten because they didn’t have 500 South Sudanese Pounds. They were asking each one 500 South Sudanese Pounds.” 

Meanwhile, the army in Juba has acknowledged that some soldiers are involved in armed robberies. 

Major Deng Malek, commander of the joint operation in Rock City, says one of the suspects arrested in connection with the robberies is a soldier attached to the Tiger Unit. 

Major Deng Malek: “Actually there are soldiers involved. I cannot deny that soldiers are involved because one of the criminals we arrested was our soldier from the Tiger Unit. Message to the people of Rock City is that cooperation is good. It can provide security. If we cooperate with each other security will be fine. You as a citizen if there is any problem at night please call us on phone 0956 666 781.” 

The leader of South Sudan Democratic Movement, Cobra Faction David Yau Yau, says construction of roads will be priority for the Great Pibor Administrative Area.
David Yau Yau told Radio Miraya that he wants to see is a road network connecting Pibor to Juba, and linking parts of Eastern Equatoria state and Ethiopia.

David Yau Yau: “We are still talking to the president to make some priorities, like maybe opening the road from Juba to Pibor and some roads also being from the eastern part, from our border with Ethiopia maybe to Boma to Pachala and to various places of Eastern Equatoria. So, road are a priority to be … followed by the rest of the developmental factors like maybe health, water and education. These are the first priorities that we suppose to engage in.” 

David Yau Yau reached a deal with the government this year. The agreement endorsed by parliament, now awaits President Salva Kiir’s signature before a new administration can be formed. 
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Cholera cases in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State are increasing with an average of 30 to 40 new admissions per day.

Dr. David Midigo, MSF-France project coordinator says more than one thousand 200 cases have been registered at the cholera treatment center. 

16 of these have died.

Dr. David Midigo: “According to the epicurve that we are seeing since we started the trend of cases has been shifting from one village to the other and this has been encouraged by the movement of the people from one village to the other within Torit in Eastern Equatoria. Even the heavy rainy season has not started and if it starts more cases will start streaming in so we don’t expect it to go low anytime soon in the next three or four weeks.”

More than 20 psychosocial workers have been tasked to deal with trauma cases in Western Equatoria State.

The psycho social workers are part of a group of people that have graduated from the Justice and Peace Commission of the Catholic Church of Tambura-Yambio Diocese.

The Manager of the Justice and Peace Commission, Minaida Peter Jamus, explains what type of cases the psychosocial workers will deal with.

Minaida Peter Jamus: “Let us take an example of the LRA victims if we continue to call them Tong Tong or as it is locally called LRA so you cause more traumas or somebody who has suffered an accident car accident, motorbike accident, a lady has been raped and you blame her so how do you help such a lady without causing her further trauma.”

A new Reproductive Health Care Clinic has opened in Juba to provide sexual and reproductive Health care services to women and girls.

Ruben Ladu, a reproductive health officer says the clinic will provide a variety of reproductive health services including cervical cancer screening and contraceptive advice.

Ruben Ladu: “When we looked at the reproductive health of a person, we looked at how the family planning can improve the health of that person, especially at the reproductive level. In future we want to make this place to be the better model hospital for mothers, and we were looking at that to provide mother-friendly services at the hospital. Usually when we handle reproductive cases at different medical setup, I usually see that we are dealing with postmortem because we repair what has been damage, whether the cervical cancer, ovary cancer, and many others cases of infertility.” 

In foreign news: The doctor leading the fight against Ebola in Sierra Leone is now being treated for the deadly virus, a statement from the presidency has said.

BBC reports that Sheik Umar Khan tested positive and has been admitted to hospital in Kailahun, the epicentre of the outbreak.

More than 630 people have died of Ebola in the three West African states since the outbreak began in Guinea in February, United Nations figures show.

Ebola outbreak in West Africa is the world's deadliest outbreak to date and there is no cure for Ebola.

Ebola which spreads through contact with an infected person's bodily fluids, kills up to 90% of those infected, but patients have a better chance of survival if they receive early treatment.
In sports: The Run for Peace marathon has triggered lots of excitement in Yambio, Western Equatoria State.

Organized by the Public Information Office of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan, the five kilometer marathon was part of activities organized to raise awareness about the need for peace in South Sudan.
Majority of the runners that participated in the marathon were excited by the event.

Vox Pops:“ I am very happy to be number four, it was really hard but I had to put in effort; I feel very proud because it is a peace initiative and it is very gratifying for me to contribute my quarter for the peace we are all yearning for; I am very impressed for all those that are running and reaching the first place the most important thing is to participate and show solidarity to all of your colleagues either for UNMISS or for South Sudan; …I am very okay.”
And in international sports, the 20th Commonwealth Games open in Celtic Park, home of Scotland’s biggest football club Celtic.

Four thousand and five hundred athletes from the 71 nations and territories of the Commonwealth will over the next 10 days contest for medals and honors in 17 sporting activities.

The commonwealth games are considered the third largest multi-sport event after the Olympics and the Asian Games.

To end the news here are the main stories.


· US Special Envoy to Sudan and South Sudan sounds fresh warning of an eminent famine in the country.

· New wave of robberies hits residents of Rock City in Juba 

· Health official reports increase Cholera cases in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State.

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo 
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