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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· AU commission of enquiry echoes citizens’ concerns over accountability for atrocities committed during the conflict. 
· Juba County Commissioner restricts lease of residential plots to investors. 

· New initiative launched to improve testing for the HIV virus in laboratories
The chairperson of the AU commission of enquiry into atrocities in South Sudan, Olusegun Obasanjo, says all the officials and IDPS want impunity stopped and leaders responsible for the outbreak of violence held to account.

Addressing a news conference in Juba, Obasanjo said nearly all the people he met in the country want accountability for atrocities committed during the ongoing conflict. 

He adds it is unlikely that the commission can talk about healing now while fighting continues.

Olusegun Obasanjo: “There is virtually nobody we’ve spoken to who does not believe there must be accountability and there must be a break in what they shared with us, as the cycle of impunity, and that is part of our responsibility and part of our mandate. But if we are going to be talking about healing, the bleeding must stop. And as long as there are violations of cessation of hostilities, violations of cease fire the bleeding has not stopped. So it’s the responsibility of IGAD group.”    

The AU Commission of Inquiry on South Sudan led by Former Nigerian President, Olusegun Obasanjo arrived in Juba on Sunday and met with officials and IDPS.

Meanwhile, the next round of peace talks begins on July 30th to August 10th, Special envoys of the Inter-governmental Authority on Development – IGAD have confirmed.

A press statement issued by the IGAD's Conflict Early Warning and Response Mechanism states that all the stakeholders have reiterated their commitment to the negotiation process.

The agenda of the next session will be to finalize and sign the Cessation of Hostilities Matrix; and negotiation on details of the Transitional Government of National Unity. 

The Fourth Session of IGAD led South Sudan Peace Process in Addis Ababa was postponed on 23rd June 2014, to allow IGAD Special Envoys carry out broad consultations with various actors and stakeholders in the South Sudan peace Process.

More than 300 people have so far been held in the new detention facility center operated by the UN Police in Malakal. 
The facility was established by the UNMISS security risk assessment committee in response to the growing disturbances reported in the camps.

UNMISS Spokesperson Joe Contreras says similar holding facilities have since May this year been established in Juba, Bor and Bentiu. More in the following report with Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual:

Reech Malual: “UNMISS Acting Spokesman Joseph Contreras says detainees are held for seventy two hours pending a decision on whether or not they should be handed over to the authorities for further action.
Joe Contreras: “…… We hold these individual for up to seventy two hours and make a determination of whether to hand them over to the authorities.

Reech Malual: Joe explains the nature of crimes committed by some of the suspects that have so far been held in the UNMISS detention centers.

Joe Contreras: “ The most common instances of such behaviors are usually involves some kind of fighting, or assault, battering which is alcohol related, we have also had cases of people being arrested because they have been found to be in possession  of illegal narcotics or smuggling illegal substances into the protection of civilian sites. In some serious cases we have heard serious crimes like rape and attempted murder.”

Reech Malual: “At the UN holding centers, the detainees are screened by the risk assessment committee tasked to review each individual case. The committee consists of the UNMISS personnel, leaders of IDP committee and they jointly decide whether to hand over the individuals to the authorities. Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News.”
In another development, the Inspector General of Police, General Pieng Deng, has appreciated the new mandate of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan, but urged the United Nations to put capacity-building high on its list.

Speaking to Radio Miraya in an exclusive interview, the IGP said there is still need to train the local police on issues regarding the rule of law and Human rights.

Pieng Deng 3: “I am, still also optimistic to see that there is room for more support. The new mandate is talking about civilian protection and at the same time the South Sudan National Mandate has a constitutional mandate to protect civilians and for sure the UN will not protect civilians without local partners and I think that the police is the right local partner so I don’t have doubt that definitely we will go with the new mandate and we will continue to carry out our constitutional mandate.”

UNMISS new mandate announced in May, prioritizes protection of civilians and ending the violence in South Sudan.

Juba County commissioner, Stephen Wani Michael, has issued a local order restricting the lease of residential plots to investors. 

The new order stems from reports that some people have been leasing residential plots to investors. 

The commissioner says anybody who wants to convert a residential plot into a commercial one must seek permission from the county authorities. 

Stephen Wani Michael: “You can get sometimes a residential plot that is converted into a hotel and the neighbors are people who cannot develop their places so now imagine your neighbor who cannot manage to build a hotel how do you expect things to be so now we have come out especially in areas of Juba county if you want to convert your residential plot into investment you must seek for permission.” 

The commissioner warns that anybody who contravenes this order risks either a fine of two thousand five hundred South Sudanese pounds or confiscation of the plot of land. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.

A new initiative has been launched by the UN and its global and regional partners to improve testing for the HIV virus in laboratories.

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, UNAIDS, made the announcement on Wednesday on the margins of the 20th International AIDS Conference in Melbourne, Australia.

David Lukan has a report 

David Lukan: “The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, UNAIDS says the Diagnostics Access Initiative focuses on ensuring that at least 90 per cent of all people living with HIV know their status. Statistics from the agency show around 19 million of the 35 million people living with HIV do not know they have the virus. Partners in the initiative will advocate for greater funding for high-quality laboratory services and for the development of new diagnostic tools. UNAIDS Executive Director, Michel Sidibé, said Wednesday that laboratory procedures need to be simplified and multiple testing tools and strategies made available to ensure early diagnosis of HIV. He adds that testing for HIV has to be made simpler in order for people to start life-saving treatment when they need it. David Lukan for Radio Miraya News.”
In foreign news: 
A Sudanese woman who was spared a death sentence for renouncing Islam has flown to Italy after more than a month in the US embassy in Khartoum.

The BBC reports that Meriam Yahia Ibrahim Ishag and her family flew on an Italian government plane, accompanied by Italian minister Lapo Pistelli.

Pistelli, Italy's Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs, posted a photo of himself with Mrs. Ibrahim and her children on his Facebook account as they were about to land in Rome.

Mrs. Ibrahim’s sentence to hang for apostasy – renouncing one's faith – sparked global outrage and under intense international pressure, her conviction was quashed and she was freed in June.

She was given South Sudanese travel documents but was arrested at Khartoum airport, accused of using fake identity papers.

And in sports:
The army plans to introduce two hours of sports activities per week to help raise awareness about the value of peace.

The Director General Sports and Education in the SPLA, Maj. Gen. Isaiah Paul, said this during events to mark SPLA sports day in Juba. 

Isaiah Paul: “We are going to make two hours a week for all the soldiers to make activities in physical training and then after that we can participate also in competition in volleyball and basketball that will also involve other divisions outside Juba we shall go to Yei, Torit and even to Malakal to show the peace of the soldiers and the army within the citizens and other areas.”

And the South Sudan athletics federation has elected a new board of directors.

Reuben Malek has been elected president of the South Sudan Athletic Federation, while Kamal John Akol has been elected general secretary and Adurhaman Choul is the treasurer.

The newly appointed secretary general, Kamal John Akol, has pledged to ensure that the national athletics federation registers with both regional and international athletics federations. 

Kamal John Akol: “We have main mandate to complete the process of registration with the African Athletics federation and then after that will automatically be a member of the international athletics association by those two steps and those two mandates South Sudan will be fully to get technical support from those two international institutions.”

The election was presided over by the president of the East Africa Athletics Federation Bisrat Gashawtn and the general secretary Siddig Ahmed Ibrahim.

To end the news here are the main stories.


The Headlines:
· AU commission of enquiry echoes citizens’ concerns over accountability for atrocities committed during the conflict. 

· Juba County Commissioner restricts lease of residential plots to investors. 

· New initiative launched to improve testing for the HIV virus in laboratories

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo 
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